Dear Friends and Family,

In the hours following the U.S. and Israel's joint attacks on Iran, I offer an outline for your prayers. In your prayers, I recommend that you 'drop in' with your spiritual imagination and your heart to extend your care, just as if you could physically arrive at each ring of concentric circles. As you 'drop in' to care, begin at the point of impact, then move farther and farther away, to the point where you find yourself now. Entering each ring involves moral courage, collective responsibility, and spiritual strength.

The First Ring: The Point of Impact. Pray at that place and those places where our collective force has struck, the point of impact of any missile or device. At this place, we find the guilty and the innocent. Here we also see the emergency workers who have responded to the crisis, caring for the wounded. In the surrounding community, we find (in the words of Bishop Ann Ritonia's letter today) those "caught in fear and panic and [we] pray especially for the most vulnerable, whose suffering is magnified by conflict." 

The Second Ring: The country of Iran, and the region. We have killed the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and other senior officials, and there is no clear path toward what leaders or form of government will follow. Those calling for and demonstrating for more democratic processes will be at grave risk. Pray for stability and that the extent of the conflict might be limited. Pray for Israel and all other countries in the region that have been directly affected or drawn into the conflict. Additionally, regarding the region, please pray for the many people who have been caught off guard while traveling there for official or personal reasons. Many have been caught in travel restrictions and are attempting to return home by limited air travel. 

The Third Ring: Those who carried out and stand ready to carry out orders. Pray for all U.S. and Israeli personnel who carried out orders given, at great personal risk, and in keeping with their oaths to serve their respective country. We have received news of U.S. military personnel losses and injuries, and we know that we have many U.S. service members in close proximity, at sea and on land, who are directly in harm's way and seeking faithfully to serve their commands. Pray also for their families, some of whom are reading this message now and are deeply concerned. Here, we would bid your prayers also for their chaplains, for in every place and on every ship, our chaplains will work tirelessly to bring care, support, strength, and assurance.

The Fourth Ring: Pray for those who give the orders. Pray for those we have elected to serve in the highest platforms of public office and those military leaders who have volunteered their lives and dedication to rise to the highest levels of authority and responsibility. Pray for those whose decisions directly affect the lives of all included in the circles above, and who often make those decisions from the fourth ring, far from the point of impact. 

The Fifth Ring: Pray for the ring that encompasses where we find ourselves now. We are the farthest from the point of impact, and it is easy for us to dismiss the responsibility and effects of the impact by our sheer distance. In response, our prayers draw us near; we entrust all concerned to the care of Almighty God, Jesus, the Prince of Peace. We accept our collective responsibility for any good result as well as all harm, and in so doing, we dedicate ourselves not to remain distant, but to go where Jesus is, at the point of impact.

I pray that these ideas will be helpful to you, and that you will be free to shape the rings to meet your prayer's intent.

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, let us pray.

God bless you all, 
David+
