
 

 

 

Thanks to all of you that came out for Authorfest 2019. 

I am sure you were all very disappointed in the results, as were we. 

From your feedback, which was greatly appreciated, we came to the following conclusion: 



Never have it on St. Patrick's Day weekend again. 

Find a better location with more foot traffic and shorten to perhaps 10-2 

Do more advertising in Naples, and use a different radio station 

Perhaps do some feature articles on 2/3 authors ahead of time 

 

The good news was that we had a chance to network with each other, and we did sell a total of 55 

books. The Young Writers Awards went great, and the Marco Key Club kids did a terrific job. 

 

Thanks to Lisa Black, a wonderful key note speaker, interesting and informative. 

 

We were sorry that we had a few authors missing. Bonnie Droddy had a personal injury. Bonnie, we wish 

you well. Kyle Banta had a death in the family. Kyle, we are sorry for your loss. And John Chaffee did not 

make it. We hope he is okay. 

 

Thank you to the Authorfest Committee that gave all they could: MIchael Cassar, Virginia Reed, Gina 

Sisbarra, Michael Meguid, Betsy Perdichizzi and myself. Also thanks to Margaret Schwab who came to 

help deliver brochures around the island and Liz Noyes for her work with the Young Writers. 

 

If we choose to try this again another year, we will be sure to take all of your suggestions under 

advisement. Again, thanks for your support of Marco Island Writers. I am putting together a slide of the 

authors, but I don't have all the photos in yet. There will be a notice in the newsletter and a link when it 

is up on the website. You will find it under the Events tab at www.MarcoIslandWriters.com 

 

 

Thank you for all you do to make our community a better place! 

 

Sincerely, 

Joanne Tailele, President and Authorfest chairman 


