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Date:  May 19, 2019 

Re:  Proposed Acquisition:  Buxton Gorge Property 

The Town of Bedford, through The Town Comprehensive Plan development 

identified consistently the importance and value of protecting land and preserving 

open space.  In 1998, the Town and Bedford Coalition conducted a survey of 

residents who responded that the single most important investment the town 

could make was the acquisition of land to preserve and enhance the town 

character.  Residents also responded positively to the establishment of an open 

space fund through the contribution of tax dollars to create the fund for such 

investment. 

Following this process, the Open Space Committee was formed to identify and 

assess potential land acquisitions.  A list of forty-seven parcels was reviewed and 

the final top priority parcels were identified via site walks and surveys as well as a 

discussion and ranking of these parcels according to specific criteria.  Among 

these top priority properties was and is the Buxton Gorge property, then at 90 

acres of undeveloped land containing unique geological features such as a deep 

hemlock ravine through which flows Broad Brook, a tributary of the Croton 

Reservoir.  While the original acreage was in excess of 90 acres, the property at 

present being considered is approximately 80 acres, with 13 acres having been 

sold in the intervening years. 

This property underwent a natural resource inventory and assessment in 2003 to 

document the extent of the mammals, breeding birds, amphibians, reptiles and 



plant groups present on the property.  In addition to the very rare and unique 

gorge, the property contains old-growth forests; a riparian wetland system, 

lowland forest; 44 breeding bird species; 11 species of amphibians and reptiles, 

among them the Eastern Box Turtle, a species of concern in New York State.  The 

site survey also noted river otter in the hemlock ravine area, a stand of old growth 

Hemlock, with some trees over 100 years old, and a reproducing brown trout 

population in the cooler areas of the stream within the Gorge.   

Regarding the water protection and preservation features of Buxton Gorge, Broad 

Brook originates in the vicinity of Arthur Butler Sanctuary on Chestnut Ridge Road 

and flows northerly paralleling interstate 684 and crossing South Bedford Road, 

Guard Hill Road, Broad Brook Road, Bedford Center Road and finally Buxton Road 

before entering the Gorge.  From the Gorge it flows northerly through the 

Bedford and Taconic Correctional Facilities and under interstate 684 before 

emptying into the Beaverdam Brook in Beaverdam Sanctuary.  Beaverdam Brook 

then empties into the Croton Reservoir.  From the report, the following statement 

describes the importance of this property, “Protection of Buxton Gorge and Broad 

Brook is important to protecting this tributary to the drinking water supply for 

NYC.” The Gorge is an aquifer highly important for water quality protection. 

The property has become an island amidst development, and is also listed in the 

Town of Bedford Comprehensive Plan as part of the Greenbelt corridor.  In 

addition to the natural resources, the Open Space Committee identified key 

criteria which created a high ranking for the preservation of this parcel; 

 Watershed and Aquifer Protection 

 Scenic Resources 

 Ecological and Habitat Resources 

 Greenways and Biodiversity Corridors 

 Potential for Passive Recreational Use With Trails and Hiking 

 Historical Character and Cultural Significance 

 Unique and Prominent Natural Features/Stone Walls and Fields/Steep 

Slopes 



 

In consideration of the long history of the identification of this property for 

acquisition by the Town of Bedford and the 16 years that the Open Space 

Committee has ranked this a top priority and made every effort to obtain an 

agreement with the owner, we respectfully request that the Town of Bedford 

move forward with an agreement at the earliest date possible.  With the passage 

of time, our window to preserve such a significant property becomes limited as 

available land and open space in the Town of Bedford has dwindled due to 

development.  We fully support and recommend to the Supervisor and Town 

Board the purchase of Buxton Gorge utilizing the Open Space Fund as our highest 

ranking priority, it will be a major asset to our community and of great benefit to 

preserve our natural resources for many years to come. 

 

 


