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Supervisor Chris Burdick’s November Report
NOVEMBER 30, 2019

Note to readers: With both weekly newsletter and monthly report falling over the holiday weekend, I’ve combined the two.

Happy Thanksgiving!
Our warmest wishes to you and your families for an enjoyable extended weekend,
and to the start of the holiday season.
Coming up on the December 3 Agenda for the Town Board
•  Phase I of Sewer Project – requested award of construction contract to Brennan Construction and award of
construction management to Woodard & Curran
• P
 lanning Board recommendation to move forward with $1,000,000 fee in lieu of construction of affordable housing
unit and modification of restrictive covenants (fee, which received, to be restricted to affordable housing)

Public Hearing on 2020 Town Budget
The Town Board has scheduled a public hearing for 7:00 PM to consider the 2020 Town Budget. Please see my
November 22 newsletter for greater detail on the budget as well as the Preliminary Budget posted to the Town’s
website, consider sharing your view with us.

Proposed Actions in Connection with Sewer Project
We received bids for the construction of the sewer system for the Bedford Hills – Katonah Business Sewer District the
lowest of which was submitted by Brennan Construction in the amount of $18,665,650. Woodard & Curran, the Town’s
engineers who designed the project have recommended awarding the contract to Brennan. Brennan’s references and
qualifications were reviewed and a pre-award meeting was held with Brennan, Woodard & Curran, and the Town on
November 20, 2019. Based on the review of the bid and evaluation of the qualifications, experience, and reputation,
as well as the outcome of the pre-award meeting, Woodard & Curran made the award recommendation.
Public Works Commissioner Kevin Winn, Planning Director
Jeff Osterman and I also are recommending that the Town
Board approve awarding the contract to Brennan.
Continued on next page
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Coming up on the December 3 Agenda for the Town Board (cont)
Construction Administration
Woodard & Curran has been serving as the engineering
firm which designed the sewer system for the Sewer
District. With the award of the contract to construction
the sewer system, Public Works Commissioner
Kevin Winn, Planning Director Jeff Osterman and I are
recommending that the Town Board approve
Woodard & Curran’s proposal for construction
administration services at a fee not to exceed $997,100.
The firm will manage the project throughout its
course and through connection of the sewer district
properties to the main. Proposal and memoranda
The sewer system consists of approximately 30,000
linear feet of sewer lines, force main, pressure sewers
and three pump stations. Construction is scheduled
to begin in late March 2020 with substantial
completion in July 2021.
Under the Town’s sewer law, consistent with state
law, owners of improved properties are required
to connect to the sewer within six months of
substantial completion.
Request to Approve St. Mary of the Assumption
Church Easement Agreement
In order to proceed with construction of the sewer
system a temporary easement with St. Mary of the
Assumption Church for the rectory and another
building on the property (not the St. Mary’s church
itself or the school) is required. The agreement will
grant the Town a temporary construction easement
for the necessary connection of the sewage lines
from the property to the sewer main in the adjacent
street as well as to decommission the existing
wastewater treatment system at the Church’s
property. No permanent easement is required.
Capital Plan – Bond Resolutions
As previously reported, the Town Board at its November
19 meeting adopted the ten year Capital Plan covering
the period 2020 through 2029. To implement the 2020
portion of the plan, the Town’s bond counsel, Orrick,
prepared resolutions.
Bond counsel also prepared two resolutions with
respect to the purchase of the 56 acre parcel to be
known as Buxton Gorge Preserve, one of which is
for $1.3 million to finance the acquisition and
soft costs. The second is in the amount of $175,000
for creation of a trail system and a small gravel parking

area for hikers to have access to the trails. With the acquisition of the property financed through Open Space
funds, Buxton Gorge Preserve only may be used for the
purposes permitted under the Open Space law, which
includes active and passive recreational purposes.
Proposed Payment In-Lieu-of Construction of
Affordable Housing Unit
Earlier this year, the Town Board, upon recommendation of the Planning Board, amended the affordable
housing provisions of the Zoning Code to allow in
certain limited circumstances for the payment of a fee
in-lieu-of construction with respect to a developer’s
requirement to build an affordable housing unit on the
site of a proposed subdivision with five or more lots.
The Planning Board determined that the amendment to
the affordable housing provisions would allow greater
flexibility and would enhance the possibility of more
affordable housing being created.
The Planning Board for some time has been considering a subdivision application for ten single family home
sites on approximately 100 acres of undeveloped land
off of Upper Hook Road. The applicant had proposed
to the Planning Board a fee-in-lieu of in the amount of
$1,000,000 as an alternative to the construction of an
affordable housing unit.
Upon recommendation of the Town Housing Association, the Planning Board approved the $1,000,000
fee-in-lieu of construction.
The Town Board is now considering an agreement
with the owner of the property and developer of the
subdivision setting forth a payment schedule for the
fee in-lieu-of construction to guarantee the payment.
The Planning Board has also recommended that the
Town Board modify certain restrictive covenants on the
property in order to address certain environmental concerns relating to the proposed subdivision application.
As such, at the December 3, 2019 meeting the
Town Board will be considering an agreement
approving a payment schedule relating to payment
of the $1,000,000 fee in-lieu-of construction of an
affordable housing unit on the site of the proposed
subdivision; and (2) approving the form of
modification of restrictive covenants, final approval
of which is subject to and contingent upon the
Planning Board’s completion of its SEQRA review and
adoption of environmental findings. Blue Mountain
Housing Development Corp., the Town’s affordable
housing affiliate, supports the proposal.
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Comptroller’s Report

Comptroller Abraham Zambrano provided the following update on November 26: Overall year-to-date expenditures for the General Fund are at $18,440,000 or 81% of the 2019 Budget, while the Highway Fund’s expenditures have
reached $$6,880,000 or 80% of its corresponding budget. These percentages are consistent with seasonal spending in
both funds and based on historical trends, activity for balance of the year will increase seasonally. Revenue projections
through year end for the General Fund demonstrate that Mortgage Tax receipts will have a deficit of over $200,000 for
the year, while Sales Tax Revenues will exceed the amount budgeted by $400,000. While Safety Inspections, Court Fines
and Parking combined revenues are projected to net $100,000 over the budgeted amounts.
Based on the above, at this point, we are projecting that the General Fund will be able to increase its reserves by approximately $300,000, while the Highway Fund, based the TB’s authorized transfer to the Capital Funds for the construction
of the new Highway Garage, will not be increasing its reserves in 2019.
Town Comptroller Abraham Zambrano furnished to the Town Board on October 15, 2019 the following report
on results for October 2019:
EXPENDITURES
General and Highway Funds.
The overall year-to-date expenditure percentage for
the General and Highway funds are 73.8% and 75.7%
which are slightly below the 83% mark after eight (10)
months of activity has been recorded.
These percentages are consistent with seasonal
spending in both funds and based on historical trends,
activity for November and December will increase.
REVENUE AREAS OF NOTE
Mortgage Tax.
According to the Westchester County Clerk’s Office,
mortgage tax collection for the Town’s 2019 budget
year totals $821,517. Based on current trends, projections for the rest of the year are indicating that we will
end the year below the budgeted amount. However,
at this point, year-to-date mortgage taxes revenues
are only 3.56% lower than the same period in 2018.
The County reported
Mortgage Taxes for October 2019 totaling
$78,989.94 which will be part of Fiscal Year 2020
based on the remittance date in April 2020.
Sales Tax.
The Westchester County Department of Finance
reported sales tax revenues for September and
October. Consequently, the attached Sales Tax
Projections schedule reflects updated actual and projected numbers through the end of the year. Based
on current numbers, we are projecting being able to
exceed the amount budgeted for 2019 by more than
originally anticipated, as the result of the increase in
the Westchester County sales tax rate effective
August 1. Taking into account historical data, we are
anticipate exceeding the budgeted amount by at least
$400,000 by year end.

Parking.
Based on lot usage data, we continue to notify
residents on the wait list that permits have become
available in the prime lots. The last couple of months,
45 residents were notified that parking permits were
available in lot 4 in Bedford Hills and 35 letters were
sent to those waiting for spaces in lot 1 in Katonah.
At the time of this report, parking revenues for the
year exceed last year’s collections for the same period
by over $100,000. However, projections through the
end of the year indicate parking revenues will not
meet budget.
Fines and Forfeited Bail.
The collection of fines imposed by the Justice Court
are currently two months in arrears due to the timing of
the processing by the NYS Office of Court Administration. Fines collected through August are still indicating
that projected revenues will exceed budget by year end
by approximately $90,000.
However, 2019’s collected fines are 2% below 2018
amounts.
Safety Inspections.
Safety Inspections fees through October show a slight
increase in activity in the Building Department.
As of October 31st, revenues are now 7.83% greater than
the same period in 2018.
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OTHER NEW POSTS
Update on Homeland Towers Cell Tower Application
Potential Alternative Sites
As previously mentioned, Homeland Towers submitted
an application for erection of a cell tower at the Petre
Glass property located at 51 Haines Road in Bedford
Hills. The Town Board, on advice and recommendation
of the Planning Board, had determined not to proceed
with either of two alternative sites on the Town’s property
at the offices at 425 Cherry Street.
In response to the Planning Board’s concerns about the
potential impacts of the cell tower at the Petre Glass
site, Homeland Towers is considering two alternative
sites – one which is on a Town owned parcel adjacent
to Bedford Hills Memorial Park (it is the parcel on which
the wastewater treatment plant for Bedford Lake apartments is located) and the second is an undeveloped
wooded portion of the Park near the Saw Mill River
Parkway. Homeland Towers’ radio frequency engineers
are evaluating whether either or both of the alternative
sites addresses the deficiency in cell service which
Homeland Towers has asserted exists. Homeland
Towers has provided the Planning Board aerial photos
of the sites with the location of each potential cell tower
location circled in red.
Should Homeland Towers’ engineers determine in their
opinion that either or both sites are viable, a balloon test
would be performed and the Town will notify neighboring
property owners of the date and time of the test.
2020 DEC Zero Emission Vehicle Infrastructure Grant
The Town will be submitting two applications to New
York State Department of Conservation (DEC) a grant
application under Zero Emission Vehicles Infrastructure.
One application will be submitted for 425 Cherry Street,
Bedford Hills, New York where the second application
will be for 50 Woods Bridge Road, Commuter Lot 3,
Katonah, New York. These locations will make charging
easily accessible to the public 24/7. The Town will be
asking for $36,000 from DEC ($18,000 per each
charging station).
The grant is awarded on a reimbursement basis such
that the DEC reimburses approximately 70% of the
costs, with the Town being responsible for the remainder. We are working on a possible third application in
partnership with the Katonah Museum of Art to install a
ZEV charging station in KMA’s parking lot. The Town is
hopeful that this application may go forward.

Tree Maintenance Grant Round 15
The Town’s Conservation Board will submit an
application in the amount of $50,000 to the New York
State Department of Conservation a grant application
under Round 15 Urban and Community Forest Grants
Program for Tree Maintenance.
As with the ZEV grant, it is on a reimbursement basis
with the Town. If awarded the $50,000 grant, the Town
will be responsible to provide a 25% match of $12,500.
The DEC is providing funding for municipalities to further
their efforts to ensure that our street trees are properly
maintained and that areas identified in the Town’s tree
inventory for planting trees be addressed in future years.
Update on Proposed Buxton Gorge Preserve
As I reported on November 22, the Town Board at its
November 19 meeting approved a Contract of Sale
between under which Lakeover Development, as seller,
and the Town of Bedford, as purchaser.
Lakeover is the owner of approximately 80 undeveloped
acres off of Bedford Center Road/Buxton Road, and will
sell to the Town 56 acres of the parcel for open space
protection and passive recreational use of trails for
hiking and enjoyment of the Buxton Gorge. The process
requires that Lakeover submit a subdivision application
to the Planning Board to split the 80 acres into four
parcel; one comprised of the 56 acres to be sold to the
Town and three single family building lots to be retained
by the Seller.
On November 25 Lakeover submitted the subdivision
application to the Planning Board which will issue a
otice of intention to be lead agent under the State
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).
The proposed subdivision shows that if the construction
of three houses is carried out, it will not affect wetlands
or steep slopes. Other entities have thirty days within
which to comment or object to the Planning Board’s
intention to be lead agency, after which the Planning
Board would hold a public hearing to further consider
the application.
I am hopeful that the purchase of the parcel may be
closed by mid-January 2020.
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Bedford Village: Update on Proposal for a
New Firehouse/ Emergency Services Department
The Bedford Village Fire District has approved a community vote on a bond for the
REVISED firehouse/emergency services department to be held on:
Tuesday, January 14th from 6:00am – 9:00pm
Bedford Presbyterian Church (Village Green) – Youth Room
Applications for absentee ballots can be found on the District website www.bedfordvillagefiredistrict.com
after December 10th or by emailing Angela Sour asour@bedfordvillagefiredistrict.com
Absentee ballots must be received by 5:00pm on Tuesday, January 14th in order to be counted.
Any registered voter in the BVFD can vote. Voters who are not registered can do so at
https://www.elections.ny.gov/VotingRegister.html (note: voters must be registered with the Board of Elections
by December 15, 2019 in order to be eligible to vote in the January 14th BVFD election).
All are invited to learn more about the proposed project by attending one (or more) of the following
information sessions. Because space is limited, registration is required by emailing: NFC@bedfordfire.com

Election for a seat on the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Bedford Village Fire District
Tuesday, December 10th from 6:00pm – 9:00pm
Bedford Village Firehouse (34 Village Green)
Registered voters in the Bedford Village Fire District are eligible to vote in the election for a seat on the Board of Fire
Commissioners of the Bedford Village Fire District.
Applications for absentee ballots can be found on the District website: bedfordvillagefiredistrict.com
or by emailing Angela Sour asour@bedfordvillagefiredistrict.com
Absentee ballots must be received by 5:00pm on Tuesday, December 10th in order to be counted.
All are invited to join the Bedford Village Fire District’s email list
to get the most up-to-date information at: www.bedfordvillagefiredistrict.com
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PRIOR POSTS OF CONTINUED RELEVANCE

Sustainable Westchester Announces
Electricity Discount Program Through Community Solar
You do not need to have solar panels to receive a discount on your electricity bill.
Community Solar is guaranteeing savings of up to 10% of your electricity bill (the entire bill,
including delivery charge and taxes). It available for both NYSEG and Con Edison customers
and whether or not you are enrolled in Westchester Power. Please click here for further
information and to enroll or call 914-242-4725.

Go Solar – With No Solar Panels on Your Home!

Sustainable Westchester is now providing another way for Westchester residents to support renewable
energy! Community solar offers guaranteed savings, with no investment, and without putting solar
panels on your property.
There are now opportunities for both ConEd and NYSEG customers to subscribe to community solar
projects offering electricity bill savings of up to 10%!
•
•

For NYSEG customers, to enroll click here.
For ConEd customers, to enroll click here.

For more information about community solar, and Sustainable Westchester’s community solar program,
visit the Solarize Westchester website. Community Solar is compatible with both Sustainable
Westchester’s Westchester Power CCA and if you are enrolled with another ESCO. If you already have
solar on your property, or if you are a NYSEG customer on budget/level billing, unfortunately you cannot
subscribe to community solar.

What Is Community Solar and how does it work?
Community solar enables people to subscribe to a large solar farm located in their utility area with no
money down and no cost to cancel. Energy produced from the solar farm is sent to the electric grid and
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PRIOR POSTS OF CONTINUED RELEVANCE

Autism Registry Forms
An Autism registry has been implemented on the Bedford Police Department website. The Bedford Central School
District has been given access to the forms to distribute to students and parents.
BluePath Service Dogs co-founder Michelle Brier stopped by with future autism service
dog Parker.
This sweet little guy on the left will one day provide
safety, companionship and opportunities for
independence for a child with autism.
BluePath helped to develop the Town of Bedford’s voluntary Autism registry which gives first responders vital information to help individuals with special needs in emergency situations; it has been proven particularly helpful
for children on the spectrum with elopement concerns.
BluePath essentially started in Michelle’s kitchen in Bedford Hills, and we are grateful to Michelle for taking the lead
to establish an essential service to our first responders.

Bedford Central
Elementary Schools
The Bedford Central School District has been working
on Long Range Facilities Plan Development. In that
connection it is considering capacity utilization of each
of the five elementary schools in the District. Studies of
consultants which the District engaged project declining
enrollment and corresponding decrease in utilization.
The District is considering “8 alternatives for school
configurations” which include the closure of one or
of two elementary schools.
The District held what its consultant, Dr. Mann,
described as listening sessions to hear from the
public regarding possible closure(s). Those attending
the sessions strongly objected to closure of any
elementary school to which one or more School
Board members replied that no one wants to see
any of the elementary schools close.
The District invited the community to provide
suggestions on how unused capacity might
be utilized.
The decision regarding closure is solely within the
authority of the School Board. Pound Ridge Supervisor
Kevin Hansan, Mt. Kisco Mayor Gina Picinich and I wish
to partner with the District to help to avoid closure.

Further Update on Radio Tower Upgrade
at Guard Hill
As I reported last week, the Town, Westchester County
and the Bedford Historical Society (BHS) are moving
ahead for a “one tower solution” for emergency
communications at Guard Hill.
My thanks to BHS and Westchester County (including
the critical participation of Deputy County Executive
Ken Jenkins) in developing this approach [for further
information please see my October 25 newsletter]
I have been working closely with our Police Department,
representatives of our Fire Departments (special thanks
to Hank Bergson, Chairman of the Board of Commissioners of the Katonah Fire Department) and our own
departments to ensure that Bedford’s emergency communications needs are reflected in the agreement with
the County.
We wish to have the documentation in form to present
to the BHS and the Bedford Town Board shortly.
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In addition to considering the feasibility and practicality
of utilization of unused capacity, there may be shared
services opportunities and other measures to save money.
Our role is, as best we can, to help find solutions.
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What’s Up Bedford?
Save the dates for some of the up and coming events this week:

Sunday, Dec. 8, 2019

Fezziwigs at the Court House
Friday, December 6th – 5:30 to 8:30pm
The Bedford Historical Society invites
you to their Open House at the 1787
Court House in appreciation of the kindness and generosity of our community!
Stop in for a seasonal spirits and small
bites and enjoy the company of your
friends and neighbors.
Open House if free to all but RSVPs
appreciated at
bedfordhistoricalsociety.org

Special thanks to the
Bedford Historical Society

http://www.bedfordvillagelionsclub.com

For events at our libraries, click on the logos below.

dancersforfood.com

November 2019

WEBSITE LAUNCH UPDATE
Be on the look out for the re-design of our Town Website!
The content remains the same, but the site is improved for mobile use, and has an updated look while preserving
the historic value of our Town.
Once launched, Phyllis Cohen (my confidential secretary and art director/designer of the site) will announce meeting
dates for “tours” of the site, introducing its features and to answer questions.
Once launched, we welcome your comments and views.

I welcome suggestions and comments to my monthly reports,
my weekly newsletter and my news to the community.
						Best regards,

Chris

