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Why is the Census so important?
• Mandated by US Constitution
• Apportionment and redistricting 
• Equitable distribution of public 

funds: 
– $880 billion across 2500 programs 

in 26 federal agencies in education, 
health care, infrastructure, etc.*

• Guides both public and private-
sector decision-making

• Basis of other datasets, including 
American Community Survey 
(ACS), HUD data

*GW Institute Report on 2016 funds



What’s new for 2020?
• The first Census with option to 

respond online
• The Bureau will make greater use of 

information they already have
– Will ask neighbors or building 

managers how many people live in 
a unit if they aren’t able to get 
household response

– Last resort: Use existing 
government records (e.g. tax 
forms, food stamps, Medicaid roles 
– HUD, VA, HHS, SSA, IRS) to 
determine if unit is vacant or to 
obtain count

An enumerator interviews a woman for the 1940 Census, 
National Archives



• 100% count of the population
• Housing units and vacancy
• Age, sex, relationship
• Race and Hispanic origin
• Tenure (do you own or rent?)
• Citizenship (blocked)

• Ongoing survey sent to 295,000 
addresses in the US each month

• Sample data subject to a margin of 
error with a 90% confidence interval

• Estimates should be used with 
caution, especially with smaller 
geographies



Census 
Geography

Tract > 
Block Group

> Block

Block group: 600 to 
3,000 people, with 
an optimum size of 

1,500 people

Tract: 1,200 to 8,000 
people, with an 
optimum size of 

4,000 people



Census Tracts



Government Population Residential 
Addresses Status

Bronxville 6,323 2,338 No Response

Buchanan 2,230 890 No Response

Dobbs Ferry 10,875 3,815 No Response

Eastchester 33,135 13,485 No Response

Greenburgh 92,029 34,940 No Response

Harrison 27,472 8,708 No Response

Hastings-on-Hudson 7,849 3,080 No Response

Mamaroneck town 29,957 11,309 No Response

Mamaroneck village 18,929 7,627 No Response

Mount Kisco 10,877 4,288 No Response

Mount Pleasant 44,890 14,922 No Response

North Castle 12,304 4,190 No Response

Ossining town 38,384 13,015 No Response

Ossining village 25,060 8,406 No Response

Pelham village 6,910 2,380 No Response

Rye city 15,720 5,803 No Response

Sleepy Hollow 9,870 3,821 No Response

Westchester County 976,396 370,032 Registered

Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA)



Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS)



















Identifying “Hard to 
Count” Areas of 
Westchester

• 2010 Mail Return Rate 
supplied by block group

• The bottom 20% of 
tracts nationwide had a 
2010 Mail Return Rate of 
below 73%
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