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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Barrington Hills, Illinois 

Peaceful, Spiritual, Inclusive: Inspiring people to be disciples of Christ. 

 



 

Welcome to St. Mark’s 

 

From earliest times Christians have gathered through the 

night of Easter to recall the story of God’s saving work, from 

creation through to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. However, the Easter Liturgy is not merely a presentation of 

God’s work. It is meant to be a real experience of new life for the 

worshipper, a passing from darkness to light which offers hope to 

all the faithful. It is therefore important that the preparation is 

prayerful and thorough. 

 

Christian baptism is a participation in the death and resurrection of 

Christ, a dying to sin in order to be reborn in him, and the Easter 

Vigil was from early Christian times a preferred occasion for 

baptism. It is fittingly a time when those who are already 

Christians may repeat with renewed commitment the promises of 

their own baptism, and strengthen their sense of incorporation into 

the royal and priestly ministry of the whole people of God. 

 

Of course this year as we worship in our own homes, our 

celebration takes on a different form.  While the world continues to 

suffer, we give thanks that God is bringing into birth new life at 

every moment, and helping us make new learnings as we endure. 
 

 

 



 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Grace and peace be with you, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And also with you. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

THE GLORIA               S280 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death 
and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy 
the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-
giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 



 

FESTIVAL ALLELUIA 

 

 
 

 

THE GOSPEL 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John                       20:1-18 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she 
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 
and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid him." Then Peter and the other disciple set out and 
went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, 
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 
and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings 
but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb 
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand 
the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to 
their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said 
to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." When she had said 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that 



 

it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
"Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 
them, `I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.'" Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the 
Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON – The Rev. David A. Gibbons  

 

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
   

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 



 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. 

   

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and  
fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the  
prayers? 

People I will, with God's help. 
   

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God's help. 
   

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help. 
   

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all 
people, and respect the dignity of every human 
being? 

People I will, with God's help. 
 
 
Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
And grant us your salvation. 
Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
Let your people sing with joy. 
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
For only in you can we live in safety. 



 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
Let your way be known upon earth; 
Your saving health among all nations. 
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
 
A COLLECT FOR THE RENEWAL OF LIFE 

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the 
shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our 
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done 
your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give 
you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

In the power of the resurrection, let us pray to the Lord, 

After each intercession: 
Lord, in your mercy 

All: Hear our prayer 
 
Rejoicing in the risen presence of our Lord, we commend all for whom we pray and 
ourselves to Christ, to whom we give laud and praise now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the 



 

blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and 
for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, let us proclaim in confidence,  
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE BLESSING 

God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen you to 
walk with him in his risen life; and the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with you now and evermore. Amen. 
 
 

 
The Rev. David A. Gibbons  

dgibbons.stmarks@gmail.com 
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