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OSHER LIFELONG LEARNING INSTITUTE AT NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

BACK, BLENDED, BETTER: Q&A   
HEALTH & SAFETY

Information on Vaccinations, Social Distancing, Ventilation and Cleaning, Masks, Food and Drink.

Vaccinations

OLLI MEMBERS: 

During fall registration, OLLI members will be required to attest to being fully vaccinated. (I hereby 
attest that I have been fully vaccinated for COVID-19 with an FDA- or WHO-authorized vaccine, or that 
I have one of the following two vaccine exceptions: a sincerely held religious belief or a documented 
health condition. If I have a vaccine exception, I commit to wearing a mask at all times while on 
campus, including in the classroom.) 

Proof of vaccination will not be required, but attestation is a legal acknowledgement of authenticity. 
All members will be required to attest even if they select only virtual study groups, as they could be 
on campus for programming or other services such as the University library. 

NORTHWESTERN STAFF AND DEGREE-SEEKING STUDENTS: 

All OLLI staff members have been vaccinated against COVID-19. Northwestern will require all faculty, 
staff, and students to be vaccinated, subject to limited exceptions. Unvaccinated staff, faculty, 
or degree-seeking students who are on campus are required to complete twice-weekly COVID-19 
testing, complete the daily symptom tracking, and wear a mask in all shared indoor settings.

Social Distancing

• Classrooms and Common Areas: According to State mandates, CDC guidelines, and 
Northwestern policies, there are currently no social distancing restrictions in classrooms or 
common areas.

• Elevators:

o CH: No current limitations.

o EV: Elevators are currently limited to four people; however, this could be increased before 
the fall. Stairwells are locked due to security concerns.

Ventilation and Cleaning

• CH: Building ventilation is MERV 13; the building is thoroughly cleaned nightly; hand sanitizer 
and wipes will be available throughout the building.

• EV: Building ventilation is MERV 14 and uses airPHX filters on each floor; the building is 
thoroughly cleaned nightly; hand sanitizer and wipes will be available throughout the building.
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Masks

• Common areas such as building lobbies, elevators, and restrooms: 

o CH: Masks are only required for unvaccinated individuals.

o EV: Masks are encouraged for vaccinated individuals and required for unvaccinated 
individuals.

• OLLI classrooms and OLLI specific hallways/common areas: Masks only required for 
unvaccinated individuals.

Food and Drink

• Food and drink are discouraged in the classrooms but allowed in common areas. We 
encourage drink lids.

• Water fountains: 

o CH: Drinking fountains have been flushed and are fully operational.

o EV: Drinking fountains are not yet operational. You should bring your own water if needed. 
We will notify you if this changes before the fall term begins.

• CH: Kafé Kellogg - We anticipate that this café will open in the fall, but we do not yet have 
confirmation.

• EV: Coffee will no longer be available, but you may bring your own.
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