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THE BATTLEFIELDS OF CLARA BARTON, AN ENCORE SCREENING
JUNE 9, 2 P.M. 
 
By Suzan Zeder and Jenn Hartmann Luck
Directed by Rives Collins
Josephine Louis Theater
20 Arts Circle Drive
 
The Battlefields of Clara Barton is a modern folk/rock musical about the vibrant life of Clara Barton, a Civil War nurse, a political activist, and a revered founder of the American Red Cross. In a tumultuous life that spanned almost a century, Clara fought on many battlefields: historical, political, and emotional. Brought to life by an ensemble of women playing multiple roles where age and gender are fluid, the threads of Clara’s story run from past to present with seamless synchronicity, creating a rich tapestry of themes as personal and potent today as they were then. The Battlefields of Clara Barton, originally presented live on the Louis Stage in 2021, will be screened in this encore presentation. 
Running time is 2 hours including intermission.
*Best enjoyed by audience members 10 years old and up. 
TICKETS
 
HONEY POT PERFORMANCE: LADIES RING SHOUT 2.0 
JUNE 22-23
Wirtz Center Theater 
Virginia Wadsworth Wirtz Center for Performing and Media Arts
Chicago Campus
Abbott Hall
701 N. Lake Shore Drive 
 
The Ladies Ring Shout 2.0 is a Black feminist quality-of-life performance project that was first created and performed in 2011. This restaging/reimagining features Honey Pot Performance’s artistic core alongside an intergenerational community cast of Black women/femmes who have worked in collaboration with HPP to devise a new iteration of the work. Ladies Ring Shout 2.0 focuses on themes critical to Black women and femmes’ lives such as representation, love and relationships, scars/trauma, work-life balance, quality of life, nurturing and parenting, spirituality, healing, and defining our communities of care. Creative writing and embodied exercises are supplemented with experiments in other artistic mediums including collective play with still image, video, audio and reading excerpts from the work of relevant BIPOC women writers and poets. 
 TICKETS 
 
THE BALLAD OF MU LAN, AN ENCORE SCREENING
JUNE 29, 2 P.M.
Written and directed by Alvin Chan
Josephine Louis Theater
20 Arts Circle Drive
 
When Mu Lan dresses up as a boy to take her father’s place in the army, she has lots to learn and lots to prove, but her biggest battle might be with her confidence. This new telling of an ancient Chinese legend mixes traditional Chinese theatrical techniques with contemporary music for a brand-new take on a classic story of girl power. The Ballad of Mu Lan, originally presented live on the Louis Stage in 2022, will be screened in this encore presentation. 
* Running time is 80 minutes, no intermission.
* Best enjoyed by audience members 5 years old and up.
TICKETS
 
The following productions are part of the MFA Acting Summer series, matching Northwestern’s emerging MFA actors with visionary Chicago directors to create exciting and unexpected collaborations in contemporary theatre.
 
AIRNESS
JULY 19–21
By Chelsea Marcantel 
Directed by Ericka Ratcliff  
Wirtz Center Theater 
Virginia Wadsworth Wirtz Center for Performing and Media Arts
Chicago Campus
Abbott Hall
701 N. Lake Shore Drive 
 
When Nina enters her first air guitar competition, she thinks winning will be easy. But as she befriends a group of charismatic nerds all committed to becoming the next champion, she discovers that there’s more to this art form than playing pretend; it’s about finding yourself in your favorite songs and performing with raw joy. Airness is an exuberant reminder that everything we need to rock is already inside us.   
TICKETS
 
THE OREGON TRAIL
AUGUST 2-4
By Bekah Brunstetter 
Directed by Seth Bockley   
Wirtz Center Theater 
Virginia Wadsworth Wirtz Center for Performing and Media Arts
Chicago Campus
Abbott Hall
701 N. Lake Shore Drive
 
Jane is trapped in her middle school computer lab playing “The Oregon Trail” for what feels like hours. The game becomes life and rips us back to the trail, 1848, where we travel in a covered wagon with Jane’s great-great-grandmother. As “Game” moves us back, forward, and back again, the shared sadness of “Now-Jane” and “Then-Jane” are delicately juxtaposed in this play-meets-videogame about depression—now and then.  
TICKETS
 
Northwestern University
Virginia Wadsworth Wirtz Center for the Performing Arts, Evanston
2024-25 Season Announcement
Mainstage, Imagine U, and MFA Collaboration Series
 
Fall Quarter
IMAGINE U: THE WONG KIDS IN THE SECRET OF SPACE CHUPACABRA GO!
OCT 24-NOV 3                                                  
By Lloyd Suh
Directed by Jamal Howard
Ethel M. Barber Theater
30 Arts Circle Drive
 
Violet and Bruce Wong just don't fit in with the other Earth kids. Sure, they have superpowers; they're just not very good ones. But when an evil beast called the Space Chupacabra appears, intent on universal destruction, The Wong Kids must travel to far reaches of outer space to stop it …if they can only stop bickering. Violet and Bruce ultimately realize that being different isn't just okay; it might just be the most important thing ever. Using a mix of action-driven storytelling, puppetry, and visual magic, The Wong Kids transports its audience into the galaxy's far reaches. 
 
ANTIGONE
NOV 15-24
By Sophocles, translated by Anne Carson
Directed by Tae-Heum Yeon
Josephine Louis Theater 
20 Arts Circle Drive
 
Sophocles' Antigone, translated by poet and MacArthur Fellow Anne Carson, remains unequaled in its ability to combine all the fundamental contradictions of the human condition into a single, universally relevant drama. Following the bloody power struggle between her brothers, Antigone attempts to secure a respectable burial for her brother Polynices, thus defying the edict of her uncle, King Creon. Antigone is accused of treachery, Antigone must answer to Creon himself. Her fraternal love is unwavering, as is her rejection of her uncle's political views. She stands firm, and her obstinacy threatens to bring the entire state to its knees. 
 
MFA COLLABORATION: SUNDAY ON THE ROCKS 
NOV 22-24
By Theresa Rebeck
Directed by Mariana Parejo Molinares
Hal & Martha Hyer Wallis Theater 
1949 Campus Drive 
 
On a beautiful Sunday morning in mid-October, three housemates decide to have scotch for breakfast. Elly is pregnant and considering an abortion, Jen is harassed by a coworker who is obsessed with her, and Gayle just feels a bit lost. Their problems are compounded by a fourth roommate, Jessica, a religious young woman with little compassion for their confused attempts to make sense of life in the ‘90s. As they drink, joke, and argue, it becomes clear how difficult it is to make a moral decision in an increasingly complex world.
 
Winter Quarter
MUSEUM
FEB 7-16
By Tina Howe
Directed by Kathryn Walsh
Josephine Louis Theater 
20 Arts Circle Drive
 
A cutting and comic play, Museum is both an enchanting mosaic of incidents and an incisive account of how we use visual images to make our own meaning. Set on the final day of an art exhibit entitled "The Broken Silence," the flamboyant world of artists, collectors, browsers, and curators—and the security guards who watch over it all—create their own zany pieces of art in this visual, verbal, and musical feast by legendary American absurdist Tina Howe. 
 
MFA COLLABORATION: WINK 
FEB 14-16
By Jen Silverman
Directed by Claire Bauman
Hal & Martha Hyer Wallis Theater 
1949 Campus Drive 
 
Wink follows unhappy housewife Sofie and her breadwinning husband, Gregor, who both seek weekly counseling from an unorthodox therapist, Doctor Frans. Their current topic of disagreement is their cat, Wink. When Wink goes missing, violent desires, domestic anarchy, and feline vengeance emerge, threatening the neatly ordered reality Sophie, Gregor, and Doctor Frans have constructed. A dark comedy about the thin, thin line between savagery and civilization.
 
FEBRUARY HOUSE
FEB 21-MAR 2
Music and lyrics by Gabriel Kahane
Story by Seth Bockley
Directed by Seth Roseman
Ethel M. Barber Theater
30 Arts Circle Drive
 
Carson McCullers. Benjamin Britten. W.H. Auden. Gypsy Rose Lee.
Visionary and flamboyant editor George Davis transforms a dilapidated Brooklyn boardinghouse into a bohemian commune for these leading lights of 1940’s New York. The residents of 7 Middagh Street create a tumultuous and remarkable makeshift family searching for love, inspiration, and refuge from the looming war in Europe.
 
MFA Writing for the Stage & Screen Alumni Production 
LOBSTER
MARCH 7-9
By Kallan Dana
Directed by Dado
Hal & Martha Hyer Wallis Theater 
1949 Campus Drive 
 
Nora loves Patti Smith. Nora is Patti Smith. Nora is stoned out of her mind in the Chelsea Hotel. No, the Chelsea Hotel, in her mind, is an out-of-use portable classroom in the Pacific Northwest, a portable breeding ground for lobsters young women. A coming-of-age story about art, theatre, friendship, grief, and desire from recent Northwestern MFA alum Kallan Dana, Lobster captures the distance between who we are in high school and who we want to be—and the courage and desperation it takes to bridge that gap.    
 
DANCEWORKS 2025: signal::transfer 
MARCH 14-16
Artistic Director Thomas F. DeFrantz
Josephine Louis Theater 
20 Arts Circle Drive
 
Join us for Northwestern's annual dance showcase featuring new works by
acclaimed and nationally recognized guest choreographers and faculty.
 
Spring Quarter
MAN OF LA MANCHA
APRIL 25-MAY 4
Written by Dale Wasserman,
Music by Mitch Leigh and Lyrics by Joe Darion
Original Production Directed by Albert Marre
Directed by Henry Godinez
Ethel M. Barber Theater
30 Arts Circle Drive
 
Man of La Mancha is one of the world's most popular musicals; the original 1965 production won five Tony Awards, including Best Musical. Inspired by Miguel de Cervantes' 17th-century masterwork, Don Quixote, Man of La Mancha was originally set during the Spanish Inquisition when Cervantes is in prison awaiting trial during the Spanish Inquisition. In this re-imagined version directed by theatre department chair and Goodman Theatre Artistic Associate Henry Godinez, the Cervantes character is imprisoned in an ICE facility on the US-Mexico border, along with a growing group of migrants from across the world, all looking for safety and opportunity. He and his fellow prisoners perform a play-within-a-play, telling the story of the elderly Alonso Quijana, who renames himself Don Quixote and goes on a quest to right all wrongs in the world. The rousing score includes the classic numbers "The Impossible Dream," "I, Don Quixote," "Dulcinea," "I Really Like Him" and "Little Bird." 
 
IMAGINE U: A TALE OF PETER RABBIT
APRIL 25 - MAY 11
By Trista Baldwin, adapted from the book by Beatrix Potter
Directed by Tor Campbell
Mussetter-Struble Theater
1949 Campus Drive
 
Award-winning writer Trista Baldwin gives Beatrix Potter's timeless tale of Peter Rabbit a modern twist. What does it mean to be a good bunny? If everyone thinks you're a bad bunny, can you ever be good? In this moving and adventurous re-imagining of Beatrix Potter's classic tale, Peter Rabbit and his three sisters come together to tell a story of their very own.
 
MFA COLLABORATION: MANCUB 
May 16-18
By Douglas Maxwell
Directed by Christopher Michael Richardson
Hal & Martha Hyer Wallis Theater 
1949 Campus Drive 
 
Mancub is the beautiful and absurd story of Paul: An unremarkable teenage boy who seems to be turning into animals. While facing the usual struggles of growing up (fighting with your dad about the milk, soccer practice, flirting, etc.) he also faces a more pressing problem: His reality keeps shifting as the lines blur between the human and the beastly. 
 
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN
MAY 23-JUNE 1
By Arlene Hutton
Directed by Francesca Patron
Josephine Louis Theater 
20 Arts Circle Drive
 
Based on true events in the history of the Shakers, the play explores the generational shifts that occur when a younger cohort comes in and begins to disrupt or change how things have been done. "'Tis a gift to be simple," sing the Shakers of Pleasant Hill. But as the young women in the community claim new spiritual gifts, Sister Hannah and the other elders must judge whether these gifts are real or rebellious. Set during America's surge of Utopian communities, the play wrestles with belief and doubt in a swiftly changing world.
 
HONEYPOT
JUNE 6-8
By E. Patrick Johnson
Adapted and directed for the stage by D. Soyini Madison
Hal & Martha Hyer Wallis Theater 
1949 Campus Drive 
 
Combining oral history with magical realism and poetry, Honeypot bears witness to the real-life stories of queer Black women throughout the American South. In this new adaptation for the stage of Johnson's award-winning creative non-fiction book, women from all walks of life recount their experiences on topics ranging from coming out and falling in love to mother/daughter relationships, religion, and political activism—richly and dynamically revealing the complexity of identity. 
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		Box Office Hours
 
The Wirtz Center Box Office hours are Tuesdays through Fridays 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. and Saturdays noon – 4 p.m. 
 
Questions? Email our audience service team at wirtz@northwestern.edu or 
call 847-491-7282.
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