
As Washington prepares to fund infrastructure at

unprecedented levels, this is a critical moment to

move US housing policy away from crisis-based

institutionalized settings to solutions proven to

help people thrive.

Right now, approximately 1.1 million people* in the United States are

suffering under our watch. We see but often do not acknowledge the

people who wander the streets and cycle between institutions and public

systems. They represent people of all ages, our children and parents,

neighbors and friends, and people with no family ties. Often, they are

victims of systemic racism. Some have a disability or ongoing health issues

exacerbated by exposure and lack of routine care. 

They represent a fifth of the extremely low-income affordable

housing need, live in extreme poverty, and need supports to

access and maintain housing.  

Without an explicit and clear focus, new housing resources will not be

affordable or accessible enough, competition for limited resources will be

too great a barrier, and the services that help people thrive will not be

available. Part of the Biden Administration's legacy can be the

transformative policy investments that deliver affordable, accessible

housing and opportunities for people to earn a living wage and thrive as

members of their community of choice.

*Source: www.csh.org/data 
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For more than 30 years, CSH has advanced

supportive housing through technical

assistance, training and consulting. CSH

has provided more than $1 billion in direct

loans and grants that have created over

385,000 homes for individuals and families

experiencing chronic homelessness.

www.csh.org

A Biden Administration Legacy: this is an unprecedented moment to make housing policy

changes that will transform public systems and address the needs of 1.1 million people

better and give them a fighting chance to thrive.

The Biden Administration can lead an effective response to a
national homeless crisis by advancing more affordable and
accessible housing through tools at your disposal,  including:

Develop guidance for communities on how to layer the National Housing Trust Fund (NHTF)

with Low Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) to lower the Area Media Income (AMI) 

         to 0-15% from 0-30%,

Set national supportive housing production targets for new Project-Based Rental Assistance

funding,

Improve public housing agency (PHA) administrative rates for Project Based Vouchers (PBV)

and Housing Choice Vouchers (HCV) dedicated to supportive housing. This will incentivize

and support the additional cost of managing the required service and referral partnerships, 

Provide clear guidance to communities on how Emergency Housing Vouchers (EHV) can be

used to help people that are ready to Move On from existing supportive and affordable

housing, promote social mobility and free up limited resources for others with deeper needs,

Instruct HHS to provide guidance and support on how states can create tenancy support

benefits through 1915 and 1115 waiver structures. This could include demonstrations that

make competitive allocations to states that use Recovery Plan and Jobs Plan Act funds to

bridge to sustainable Medicaid funded supports.
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