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1. Rabbi Israel Ba’al Shem Tov, Keter Shem Tov 1:169, on D’veikut

Also known as the Besht; founder of Hasidism (Poland, c. 1700-1760). Keter Shem Tov is a
collection of his interpretations of the Torah published in 1794.

Itis a great thing to keep in mind always that R71270 YYR RINY AN 2WNN DIRYI NYITY NHYN
you are with the Creator, and that He LNV IND LTI DN INIR PRpn RIM 71an
surrounds you on all sides, as it is written, 79 .(2,2% O Nn) [1IY 191D 2 XY oTR MUR”
“Happy is the man who, when he thinks not of 72021 .13y 19 ,77207 /N MP’272 2YNN IR Y)Y
God, [this is considered] to him as a sin” (Psalm  DY9 922 XY NR 2Y”HY PR R RHY 19 DI 9127

32:2). This means that the instant you stop TN T N OMIY DYR LA D8R RINY
thinking of your attachment (deveikut) to God, D0 T1IR 7Y 1N9Y2 2INY N3 (1,10 DY0N)
you incur a sin. You should be so attached 3 alv)

(davuk) to God that you won’t need to
reconsider from time to time that you are with
Him....You should fulfill the verse “I have set
the Lord always before me” (Psalm 16:8), as
stated in Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim, section
1.

2. Rabbi Israel Ba’al Shem Tov, Keter Shem Tov 1:96, on Torah Lishmah

The main point of studying Torah is to attach OR INXY NR PATY RIN NN POY 1YY
(yidbak) oneself to the inner spiritual light of the NPNIR JIN32Y O”R IR NN NP
Infinite One, which is contained in the letters of 7 9RR NIV ANYY TINYD RIPI RINY ,NTIRD
the Torah. That is what is called “study for its D279 NIt ANYY N7IP2 POIVD HI (RN
own sake.” Regarding this Rabbi Meir taught: 991 NiTNY YTV 5,070 01739 PHIm ,nan
“Whoever studies Torah for its own sake merits ..N7RD TINN YRIYIIRD

many things, and the Torah’s secrets are
revealed to that person” (Pirkei Avot 6:1). This
means that such a person will know the future
and all that will happen to him from within the
Torah.

3. Rabbi Israel Ba’al Shem Tov, Keter Shem Tov 1:229, on Simhah

Prayer that is said with great joy is certainly VN NI ORTIND ,NYIT INRYA RDYD NPANN...
more worthy and desirable to God than prayer %Y Y¥n .1?223 maxya n»ann Ini’ 1197 Y23pm
said with sadness and weeping. A parable for DT 702 920 2197 1ANNM Ypan HRIY 1YY N}

this: When a pauper asks, requests, and pleads 927 RYR 1D 1N IR 1209 DY R ,0PITY 17012
before a human king, with great weeping, the ,N23T) NNNY 791 219% ITON IWNYI YR .oyIn
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king only gives him a small amount. But when
anobleman arranges for aking a great
celebration, and in midst of his praises also
makes his request, the king gives him a large
gift, as is fitting for a nobleman.

4. Shivhei HaBesht, compiled by Dov Ber of Linits, 1815

UNIT 8

7290 1N TR L,INYR3A D) Wpan navn Jinm

TINYY DINNIY 102, N3N NN

Also known as the Great Magid of Mezritsh; disciple and successor of Rabbi Israel Ba’al Shem Tov;

Poland, Belarus, and Ukraine (1704-1772).

Once they had to say Hallel, since it was either the first day
of the Hebrew month or one of the intermediate days of
Passover. Rabbi Abraham was reciting Shaharit before the
ark, and the Besht was praying in his usual place...During
the voiced eighteen benedictions [i.e., the repetition of the
Amidah], the Besht trembled greatly as he always did while
praying. Everyone who looked at the Besht while he was
praying noticed this trembling... Rabbi Wolf Kotses, the
Hasid, looked at his face. He saw that it was burning like a
torch. The Besht’s eyes were bulging ... I already knew from
his best disciples that he used to utter a great cry and pray
louder than anyone else.

5. Ban of the Hasidic movement in Vilna, 1772 2

;220 I0R? DY YD NNR DY
Y TYIND YiN IR YTIN YRY 1Y
29911 "1 D)IIR 727 M) ,N0Y

2yam npn 19% mInY npan
MinY....inipna SHann 210 oY
DY 520 TN 07 Yip YY My

72301 TYI7 Dy ,nYiT NTYY 210
MY, TN INYAN TIYY? 19772
R NN NYY2 INIR ARY
991 227 TN RD....IHY NTYIN
niTpia Mam 1193 YR OYNP
TRYNY 12 3..30912 YPYY DT
RYIN M7 2 ,17PNIN DN NI
npYIa SHann NNy D YR
NI

To our beloved brethren, the chosen of God,
who follow the ways of their ancestors and
observe the way of the Lord. You have surely
heard that a new group has arisen, not
imagined by our ancestors, who call
themselves Hasidim. In every city they form
an association of those who leave the
[established] synagogues and houses of study,
separating themselves from the community
[see Avot 2:4]. “And the earth was split open

3772 D22YIN YR [N PN INR IDINN

RY DR DRYNRY KON /N 717 1INV DiPniar
DYV RY TYR IND 21PN DYIN D , 0P T
Y)Y 932307 70 D N DY D3I 1NN
77 ,NIYITN 'N N0 N2 1IPY NITIR DIVIY
D?1P7 PIRD YRIM NDRD 10 DNYY D'YIia
,027V DPNTY .ONY9ON N°2 %ip (0 ,R ,R DIHN)
1901....0702N 1YIVY YIVN DNYY NR NiIYa
237 77272 DY D2 DIPANY NN TINON

.DI9%M

! In Praise of the Ba’al Shem Tov, ed. and trans. Dan Ben Amos and Jerome M. Mintz (Bloomington: Indiana University

Press, 1972), 50-51.

2 In Mordechai Vilensky, Hasidim u-Mitnagdim (Jerusalem: Mossad Bialik, 1970), 62-63.
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by their uproar” (I Kings 1:40), the uproar of
their house of prayer. Their practices are
different, they have changed the liturgy
coined by our sages....They have abandoned
Torah study and spend all their days in
frivolous speech and debauchery.... They
dishonor the famous and extraordinary Torah
scholars of our generation....All their days are
like holidays, and [they believe] they are
rewarded for refraining from Torah study, as
is well known...

Now please listen, brothers; take to heart and
see the consequences of this sect...Aren’t the
earlier troubles we had from such sects
enough?® Now a new one has sprung forth, “a
stock sprouting poison weed and wormwood”
(Deut. 29:17)...Whoever hears and sees these
words should gird his loins like a man, and
turn their evil intention against them, to fight
them off and pursue them, as much as Jews
have the ability. And from there we must
disperse them so that they not gatherin a
minyan.

UNIT 8

221..3970 T PRDAN DNIN PTHYR DN
NYMaN YY 99D D%apNI ,D7TYIN DIND DY
..0DAM PIT IYRD ,NYIPD 1N

NR IR DI2Y HY MY 1NR R IWNY NRY)
1D IYR NIIYRID NN T ROL.LIT NN TN
R IRYY NN IRY? 1°N1IPII DN XY NINdN
..MIYP) YRT 1718 WY ,nnxn nYTn NRy o3
VYN 11D IR DNMIT N NRIN PRIV 9I)
DATINY ,DYURY YY NYID DRIYNN 2W7Y

DINDY DY ,NYIn SRV TY Dipn TY Do
92 173N XY 190y

6. The First Persecution of Hasidim in Vilna, 17724

And when letters came from Shklov to us, the holy community
of Vilna, the Gaon [Rabbi Elijah, the Vilna Gaon (1720-1797)]
declared: “The holy community of Shklov is right. This clan,
they are heretics. They should be thrown into a pit and not
lifted out of it” [Babylonian Talmud, Avodah Zarah 26b].

And the main organizer of this sect [in Vilna] was one named
Isser, who is like his name,® and the second was one named
Hayyim, who was the preacher of the community....This
Hayyim said of the Vilna Gaon: “He is false, his Torah is false

and his faith is false....

[In response,] there was a ruling to expel and disperse the
minyan of the Karliner Hasidim...Hayyim was fired from his
position as preacher. He was excommunicated for a thirty-day
term. And Hayyim left the city.... Afterwards, the communal

IRD ARYPYN DIANIN IRIYN
IR TR ,RIIM VITR ‘717‘7

P"> By PIN” b"n 1R

5" wnsumu YR ARIPY
KDY PTIIN L, POTIPAR 1NN
7IN23 .[27Y 13 N1 NTaY] v‘;vn
qERNN YR 7170 "0 NN
,iNY YRIIP2 NOR N JIYRID
T30 ,070 1N 190 VUM

1IR30 Y 0¥ N DY IRIT
WY INIM Y RINY 50
92'N PO M. PY INNNK)
'w IR0 DR 799 unb

D»N 9"Mn pPoHRD.. wbmv
N9T Y2'P 0PN 1M NITIND 1N
DN "1 INRY HY TN

3“Sect” is a polemical term. Here they are likely referring to Frankist and Sabbatean messianic movements.
4In Mordechai Vilensky, Hasidim u-Mitnagdim (Jerusalem: Mossad Bialik, 1970), 64-65.
5 A pun between the Yiddish name “Isser” and the Hebrew word issur, meaning “prohibition.”
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elders convened, with two sets of rabbinic judges and the
communal rabbi. They ruled to burn their writings, near the
manacles [in the great synagogue] before the beginning of
Kabbalat Shabbat services. And [they ruled] that Isser, their
main organizer, should go up to the top step [in front of the
ark in the great synagogue], before Shokhein Ad [the
beginning of the Shabbat Shaharit service], and no minyan
will gather in any other synagogue except for the great
synagogue [on that Shabbat]. There, he will recite the
confession as composed by the rabbinic court. And the
shamash [synagogue administrator] will excommunicate
them, and all who joined him.

7. Yehoshua Heschel Levine, Aliyot Eliyahu, 1856 ¢
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D)) D217 12Y? "NRYL..YD)
™3 2R 1R DT NN MY
D220 NY 119 PO 1M T
n‘uv D7ip Y"Npn 53N mbv
qORND WRI TR MY .NIY
D7ip N2Y -uv‘?v nyyna w‘av’
2 DN N°3 ‘73:11 ,TY 1910
LIRI2 1730 DIY MY K WY
1’223 NVIIN n’nn n Y90 7al
noAN 292 NTINN ,YITIN YITHN
DM MR .PT 123N RY TWR
YR D930 921 DNIR wnwn

Renowned Torah scholar and Rosh Yeshiva at the Volozhin yeshiva (Lithuania and Belarus, 1812-
1883). Aliyot Eliyahu was the first book written about the Vilna Gaon and is the source of much of

what we know about him.

All his virtues were the consequence of his diligence...He
took upon himself never to sleep more than two hoursin a
single day....He never walked four cubits without [a book of]
Torah and Tefilin, and never engaged in idle
conversation....If one of his sons [who lived in other cities]
came to visit him, he would greatly rejoice, not having seen
him for a year or two, but he would not ask him about his
material welfare. After he [the son] rested from his journey
for an hour, he [Rabbi Elijah] would hasten him to return to
his studies, and would say: “On the road, you were idle from
study; you will make it up in my house.”

Behold my brother, how great is the spiritual delight and
sweetness of the God-fearing, who leave the ways of this
world and its affairs to labor in the [study of] Torah and the
commandments!

There did not arise like him in his [explication of] Torah, in
his numerous compositions on the written Torah, the Oral
Torah, and the secrets of the Torah. He composed more than
seventy volumes.

6Vilna, 1871; accessible at: http://hebrewbooks.org/14220, 14, 15,17, 25.
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8. Rabbi Ya’'akov Yosef of Polnoye, Toldot Ya'akov Yosef, 17807

Disciple of Rabbi Israel Ba’al Shem Tov and author of the first published Hasidic book; Ukraine

(1710-1784).

The purpose of the entire Torah and the mitzvot, the reason
they were given, is in order that one can have the privilege of
attaching oneself to God, may He be blessed, as it is written
“to Him shall you hold fast” (Deuteronomy 10:20). But with
the passing of the years, hearts have grown smaller, and
people fail to understand this matter. Instead they make the
Torah into a crown with which to aggrandize themselves (see
Avot 4:5), and to glorify themselves...When one learns a
single law, one glorifies oneself a bit, and when one learns
more, one glorifies oneself more....Behold the Talmudic
scholars who break their footsteps going from city to city [to
study Talmud]....This explains the verse “Why do you break,
and stray even further: (Isaiah 1:5). The more they break
their footsteps to go to a yeshiva to study, the more they stray
and distance themselves from God.

XY ,mixnm N7inn %2 Yon

12 P27 NIVY 7T RIR NN
"H2TN 123”7 :INJY 0D 772
DIYD NiaN....(0 ) DM1T)
2290 12nY% Niaayn yoynn
N7IRN NIYY? P71 ,9"n 1Y
IRINN DN HTIND? N0Y
nNR 1290 TIYYN...0N2

NI TRIYYII oYn IRANN
TNYRN MINY...INT? IRANN
72°2 D231 PONIND DNIN
1IN NN YY: 129 LYY YN
(N, R YW?) [N7D 190N TiY]
NY 12°7 DY PININY
pPnInNNg 170 190N TiY TIN5
7131 'R MY

9. Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liady, Letter to a Supporter of Hasidism Living in the Anti-

Hasidic Community of Shklov, 1787 8

Founder of Chabad Hasidism; Lithuania and Russia (1745-1813).

While I don’t know you, and have never seen you, I have
heard about you—that the spirit of the Lord moves you, and
that you did not join the laughers and mockers of those who
wish to serve the Lord truly, with “service of the heart—that
is prayer” (Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 2b). Their hands are
uplifted with regard to Torah [study] and acts of kindness,
and I truly wish this for them forever. But they transgressed
teachings and violated laws by gathering together to issue a
decree banning prayer different from their own—that one
should pray in haste, without any movement or raising of the
voice....

Those who say that prayer is [merely] a rabbinic
commandment [i.e., not acommandment from the Torah]
have never seen light. For while the wording of the liturgy

IR ROV IPRYT XY D 98 Mn
YR VRYRY IR YRY IR INRIND
TINY? R5Y 32 NI N MA
D7¥aN3 DPYY1R0 DPNYN Ti02
1%2Y 17122 NNR2 ‘N NR TI2YY
DT 02 (27,2 NNYN) NPan it
MI,D7TON MYINN NN NN
IO Y2 NRRI DR NI
PN 19%n NP 171Y Ny

Y NI N7 7Y T DTN
oning %29nn7 ,nN29070 Yy
nYNN MY '92 1itana — RpNT
w21 NI

7 Jacob Joseph of Polnoyye, Toldot Ya’akov Yosef (Jerusalem: Agudat Bet Vielipoli, 1973), Vol. 1, 124.
8 In Mordechai Vilensky, Hasidim u-Mitnagdim (Jerusalem: Mossad Bialik, 1970), 2909-300.
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and its recitation three times a day are indeed rabbinic XY 122770 D90 DINIRD DY)
commandments, the matter of prayer is the foundation of NONY R 3 .00'N°N NITIRN IR
the entire Torah. Namely, to know God, recognize His RIN D2 DAY '3 PPN NPANN
greatness and splendor...to love God, to attach oneself to RN AMNN MY IPY ,N2ITH
Him, and to His Torah, and to desire His commandments. N NR NYT? ,N7iRD 92 Tio?

This objective is achieved in our times through the recitation NANRY..IMIROM) INIDT 190Y
of the morning Psalms, the Shema, and the blessings before it~ pian?) in7in1 12 Npa71» ‘N NY
and after it—out loud, and with a voice that arouses intention N1 1Y 92 YR ,INHINND TIRN
of the heart...Anyone close to God, who has tasted the flavor NPNR T HY NN 1912 NY DM

of prayer a single time, will understand that without it, you NRMP NI3723 ,RIATT ’PI0
cannot even begin to serve God truly, instead [your service] RPN 192 INRY 07197 ,ynY
will be “a commandment of human beings, learned by rote” 93....290 N MiYn Yip]
(Isaiah 29:13). N2°9N2 DYV DYV) ' HR 29PN

ATY?1 73 2297 P ,NNR DP9
1937 PR T DR WOR DY KD
m¥n oy’ ,nnRa ‘N Tiay?
(0,03 YY) NTMYN DIVIR

10. Rabbi Hayyim of Volozhin, Nefesh Ha-Hayyim, Introduction to Gate 4, Chapters 2, 4, 6 °

Prime disciple of the Vilna Gaon and founder of the Volozhin yeshiva; Belarus (1749-1821).

A person’s worshiping God with a pure heart can lead him  ,2%2 MRYINND DIRY DINT Y2 D)
to arrogance. He will look down at someone who doesnot 2% N7V ’M? INIR 721 RIN IYRN

pray with pure thoughts, who keeps all the M NRY DR DIYY) ON VYYa Hprv
commandments written in God’s Torah, but without N2YNN2 ‘1> 1Y INTIAY MY PRY N
deveikut. All the more so, if such a person sees someone N N7iNa 23027 Y22 07pRP ,N7INY
studying Torah, and thinks that he is not learning for its PR IRPYI 19V 921 .mp2aT RY2
own sake, he will sneer at him. Such an attitude is a grave Y9y 123207 N N7IN2 POy WR
sin. For truly...anyone who performs mitzvot as God TIRN YYYI NIANY ,ANYY RHY RINY
commanded us in the Written and Oral Torah, even 191070 72799 173y RIM .Di%Y) on
without deveikut, is called a servant of God, and is N MYN DYPND HI..NNRL D NYY?
beloved by Him. 1NN NYPX YR 93D
The person who studies God’s Torah, not for its own RY2 QR N9 HYAI ANIAVNYITRN
sake—although he has not reached the highest level, , DOR T2V 12 D) RIPI MPaT
should not be disdained, even in one’s heart. On the 7250 9% 130R)
contrary, every Jew should show him respect....Even a RHY 1D9R ‘N NIIN2 POIYD DIRD 1N
person whose Torah study is not for its own sake, but for 137792 IR PYIY ORTY 7D DR ,ANYY
some ulterior motive, will be rewarded by God. As long as N290 DINR ,TPINRRD NI
it is not done for the sake of strife, about which our Sages %2 R27TR1,2%2 19°9R initay NYHmM
said “It would have been better had his placenta 2 D3 21N 2NN HRIY? WK

POYY DIRY 199K 117.... 712D

9 Reprint of Vilna 1874 edition (accessible at: http://hebrewbooks.org/14565), 85-88, 90.
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strangled him and he had not been born” [Talmud RHR IRTD ANYYH RHY 71an’ in7ina
Yerushalmi 8a; Rashi on Berachot 17a]... DR P71 — NP 119 PR »ava
God gives him [a person who studies Torah for an ulterior 9”17 379X 12Y TYR 3N M0IP7 IR
motive] his just reward for the study of Torah is precious MIYVIV) 119 HY INNHY J9INY NI

in the eyes of the Lord, more precious than all the «(R" T MIa HY v R”Y N MDIa
commandments, [even if] performed for their own sake D 3% YINY 270 93P 15 Yaip n”apn
with holiness and pure thoughts....For it is an explicit ,7720? YYYA TIRN P IN7IR pOY
mishnah: “and the study of Torah is equal to all of them” NYITRA ANYY nhvnn Han N
(Peah 11).... Y NIYN MNY...NAYNND NINY)
Be cautious and do not let the evil temptation beguile you — 1X9)’.012 112 NI TiNYM” 1271Y
by telling you, “The main thing is to occupy yourself at all (R R
times with purifying your thoughts.”...Evil temptation IROY? HRY ,TIRN 7YY 1NN NRTY
tells you “Torah and mitzvot without deveikut, RINY RN 990 IRYY ,I0RY 7I¥
attachment to God, is worthless.”...It will make you VY PR HI PIOY IR
believe that a prayer or mitzvah done with great NP H2Y 7Y NRL.LPDIAYNN
devotion, holiness and purity—even after its set time has ..DI92 MPR MIP2T RH2Y Mxnm
passed—is more precious [to God] than a mitzvah XN IR 1PN HIY D19 77 IRIMN

performed at the proper time without devotion...Youwill 17701 NWITR2 NNMIXY NI NOVYIY
end up considering it permitted to disregard the time of a DYPN NP RN 1D L,MINTA RHY R

prayer or mitzvah....This is no different that someone TY ....NIMI2 ROY ,MINTa MNnD
blowing the shofar with profound devotion on the first TYIN 2YNY MDD 7Y R RYNDNY
night of Passover instead of eating the prescribed amount 172 RDIPO) RN MIN...MXHAMN NP9NN
of matzah, and eating the prescribed amount of matzah NIN22 191V YRIR MY nY Y
on Rosh Hashanah!...Then, what will be with the Torah? DiPNA ,NDY YV JIURT 792 NNINY
The essential part of every mitzvah is its performance. nan YIIRY ,NEN N1 NYIIR MINN
Purity of thought is something one adds to the 77732 DIPH MR)....NIYD YRID N¥N
performance. It enhances the mitzvah butis not an AYYND pYN RIN NN Y32 IPYN
indispensable condition....God forbid that we should NYIOXN RPR PR NIYNND NIV
reject a single detail of performing a mitzvah, even the N29N...R2DYY KDY MR ,NYyn?
fine point of a rabbinic enactment, let alone change the 0791 VI MY NINT? 1Y 1Yo
time of a mitzvah, because of the absence of pure 27N TR PITROT R ,NYYnRN
thoughts. And anyone who increases his stringent on MnT NIYY 12Y 521 0M9io
performance of mitzvot, behold he is praiseworthy. ,NAVNAN NINY NYNIN '7’:11’;:_1 Di'?\{)']
110 YRYNI PTRTY N2190 92

N2Vn
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