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Everything that has hap-
pene d in Israel since the 
election is ostensibly legal 
and democratic. But under 
its cover – as has happened 
more than once in history 
– the seeds of chaos, empti-
ness and disorder have been 
sown in Israel’s most vital 
institutions.

I am not talking merely 
about the enactment of new 
laws , extreme and outra-
geous though they are, but 
about a deeper, more fate-
ful change, a change in our 
iden tity, a change in the 
character of the state. And 
the election wasn’t fought 
over this change; this isn’t 
what  Israelis went to the 
polls to vote on.

Throughout the negotia-
tions to form a new govern-
ment, a verse from the book 
of Isaiah has been constant-
ly running through my head 
– “Woe unto them that call 
evil  good, and good evil; 
that  change darkness into 
ligh t, and light into dark-
ness ; that change bitter 
into sweet, and sweet into 
bitter!” In the background, 
like  a Chinese water tor-
ture, I constantly hear MK 
Moshe Gafni proclaiming, 
“Half the people will study 
Torah and half will serve in 
the army.” And each time, 
my brain chars, this time 
in part for completely per-
sonal reasons.

The negotiations, which 
more  closely resembled a 

loot ing spree, have flick-
ered  before our eyes in 
rapid pictures, in flashes of 
an alien, provocative logic 
– “t he override clause,” 
“the  discrimination law,” 
“Smotrich will be the ulti-
mate  arbiter on construc-
tion  in the West Bank,” 
“Ben -Gvir will be able to 
set up a private militia in 

the West Bank,” “The se-
rial criminal Dery will be 
able ...” In the blink of an 
eye,  with increasing fre-
neti cism, with the sleight 
of hand of a streetside card 
sharp. 

We k now that someone 
is deceiving us at this very 
mome nt. That someone 
is p ocketing not just our 

money, but our future and 
that of our children, the ex-
istence we wanted to create 
here – a state where, despite 
all its flaws and shortcom-
ings  and blind spots, the 
poss ibility of becoming a 
civilized, egalitarian coun-
try, one that has the power 
to a bsorb contradictions 
and differences, one that 

in t ime will even manage 
to free itself of the cursed 
occu pation, occasionally 
shines through. A country 
that could be Jewish and be-
lieving and secular, a high-
tech power and traditional 
and democratic, and also a 
good  home for its minori-
ties. An Israeli state where 
the multiplicity of societal 

and human dialects won’t 
nece ssarily create fears 
and mutual threats and rac-
ism,  but will instead lead 
to c ross-fertilization and 
flourishing.

Now, after the dust storm 
has settled, after the dimen-
sions of the catastrophe have 
been  revealed, Benjamin 
Neta nyahu may be telling 

himself that after his sow-
ing of chaos has achieved its 
goals – destroying the legal 
system, the police, education 
and anything that emits a 
whiff of “leftism” – he will 
be a ble to turn back the 
clock, erase or at least mod-
erat e the crazy, dishonest 
worl dview he himself cre-
ated and go back to leading 
us in a proper, legal, rational 
fash ion. Back to being the 
responsible adult in a well-
run country.

But at that point, he may 
well  discover that from 
the place to which he has 
brought us, there is no re-
turn. It will be impossible to 
eliminate or even tame the 
chaos he has created. His 
years of chaos have already 
etched something tangible 
and frightening into reality, 
into the souls of the people 
who have lived through it.

They are here. The chaos 
is here, with all its suction-
ing force. Internal hatreds 
are here. Mutual loathing is 
here; as is the cruel violence 
in our streets, on our high-
ways, in our schools and hos-
pitals. The people who call 
good evil and evil good are 
also already here. 

The occupation also evi-
dently won’t end in the fore-
seeable future; it is already 
stronger than all the forces 
now active in the political 
arena. What began and was 
honed with great efficiency 
ther e is now seeping into 
here. Anarchy’s gaping maw 
has bared its fangs at the 
most  fragile democracy in 
the Middle East.

Chaos

Noa Shpigel

The Knesset on Tuesday 
appr oved amendments to 
the Basic Law on the Gov-
ernment that pave the way 
for Religious Zionism leader 
Bezalel Smotrich to appoint 
a mi nister in the Defense 
Mini stry who will oversee 
the West Bank. The min-
iste r’s authority includes 
resp onsibility over the 
Civi l Administration and 
coordination of government 
operations there, as agreed 
betw een Smotrich and in-
coming Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu.

The Knesset on Tuesday 
also  passed the so-called 
“Dery law” to allow Netan-
yahu ’s ultra-Orthodox ally 
Arye Dery to be appointed 
minister despite his crimi-
nal conviction over tax of-
fens es. The amendments 
explicitly define in law that 
only a member of the Knes-
set who has actually been 
sentenced to prison cannot 
be appointed as a minister. 
MKs who have been sen-
tenc ed to probation – like 
Dery, who was convicted at 
the beginning of the year, 
will be able to be appointed. 

According to the coalition 

Dreaded 
‘Smotrich 
law,’ ‘Dery 
law’ pass in 
Knesset
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Under the guise of democracy, Netanyahu has sown the seeds of chaos from which there is no way back
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It’s  not especially dif-
ficu lt to get hugged these 
days  by the Israeli media, 
which is riled and panicked 
by t he events surrounding 
the negotiations to form the 
new government coalition. 
Huge  companies such as 
Isra el Discount Bank and 
Microsoft were given excep-
tion ally positive coverage 

this week after their much-
need ed announcements on 
prev enting discrimination 
in their businesses, and re-
fusi ng to work with racist 
and homophobic boycotters.

IDF Chief of Staff Aviv 
Kochavi also knows how this 
method works. A well-timed 
leak  on Monday evening 
from an anonymous source 
to t he television stations 
was enough to arouse great 
excitement in the press. Ko-
chav i, so it was reported, 

had a harsh  conversation 
last  week with incoming 
Prim e Minister Benjamin 
Neta nyahu following his 
concessions to MK Bezalel 
Smotrich, head of the Reli-
gious Zionism party who is 
expected to appoint a min-
ister having authority over 
the Coordinator for Govern-
ment Activities in the Terri-
tories. Accordingly, Kochavi 
immediately earned a place 
of honor among the order of 
defenders of democracy.

On Tuesday, as expected,  
the tempestuous responses 
bega n to arrive from the 
right. Smotrich and his part-
ner Itamar Ben-Gvir put on 
the mask of the robbed Cos-
sack and acted shocked by 
Koch avi’s words – which 
supposedly pollute the IDF 
with politics, as if their par-
ties are not the ones insist-
ing on dragging the military 
to precisely that same place. 

Yael Freidson

The suspect in last month’s 
twin bombing in Jerusalem, 
which killed two and injured 
more than 20, is a mechani-
cal engineer from East Jeru-
salem, with no criminal re-

cord, who learned to prepare 
explosives online, according 
to p olice who on Tuesday 
reve aled that they had ar-
rest ed Asalam Faroukh for 
the attack. 

Faro ukh, a 26-year-old 
resident of the East Jerusa-

lem neighborhood of Kafr 
Aqab, has an Israeli identity 
card. He carried out the at-
tack s alone influenced by 
his identification with the Is-
lamic State, according to the 

Kochavi set down his red lines  – 
but does Netanyahu have any? 

Shin Bet arrests suspect behind 
twin bombing attack in Jerusalem
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Josh Breiner

Isra eli police arrested 
jour nalist Israel Frey on 
Tues day on suspicion of in-
citing terrorism and violence 
following tweets he posted a 
few months ago claiming that 
“attacking security forces is 
not terrorism” and calling a 
Palestinian who planned an 
attack a “hero.”

The police said that the 
stat e attorney’s office ap-
proved opening an investiga-
tion of Frey in November, but 
after he refused to appear for 
the investigation, the court 
issu ed an arrest warrant 
against him.

One of Frey’s friends said 
that  a man who identified 
hims elf as a source called 
Frey and asked to meet him 
on the Tel Aviv promenade 
for a story on Tuesday morn-
ing.  The friend said that 

Journalist 
detained  
on suspicion  
of inciting 
terrorism

Amos Harel

Asalam Faroukh in court.  Ohad Zwigenberg

Incoming Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu  Ohad Zwigenberg

Likud MKs get 
cabinet posts
News, Page 3
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