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ARCC Advisory Board Member Honored by Education Week 
 
ARCC Advisory Board member Jeff Hawkins is being recognized by Education Week 
for his leadership of the Kentucky Valley Educational Cooperative (KVEC). KVEC, 
one of eight education cooperatives in Kentucky, is making a big difference in the 
lives of over 50,000 students and 3,000 educators in 22 rural Kentucky districts.  
 
It is no secret that Appalachian Kentucky has been deeply affected by the closure of 
coal mines and other industries. The region struggles with economic instability and 
its people confront serious challenges to their quality of life. For example, according 
to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, “Kentucky is among the top ten states with 
the highest opioid-related overdose deaths...nearly double the national rate.” As 
rural Kentuckians struggle with such issues, education may take a back seat. In this 

context, KVEC’s vision is to, “reframe the education 
and community narrative in Appalachian Kentucky.” 
Under Hawkins’ inspired leadership, the cooperative’s 
work brings students, teachers, and community 
members together to collaborate in improving life in 
their rural towns.  
 
Those who know Hawkins say that he is a visionary. 
For instance, one of KVEC’s projects involved 
transforming a donated trailer into a virtual reality 
lab for students. Hawkins’ ability to see potential in an 
otherwise ordinary building has allowed students to 
get hands-on experience and learn about technology.  
 
Under Hawkins’ leadership, KVEC also contributes to 
community and economic development in the region. 
The cooperative recently added entrepreneurship to 
its program offerings, and student-designed and -
operated businesses are now popping up across 
Appalachian Kentucky. For example, two students 
started a combination ghost and historical tour 
business in their town. KVEC’s vision is becoming a 
reality as more people see that they do not have to 

leave the region to find work and experience success. With the support of KVEC, 
students, teachers, and community members are reframing the narrative in 
Kentucky.  
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To read the full story from Education Week, click here: 
https://leaders.edweek.org/profile/jeff-hawkins-executive-director-innovation/  
 
To learn more about KVEC and its programs, visit: 
https://www.kentuckyvalley.org/  


