
 

Publications 
Looking for commentary about state plans for early learning under ESSA? A new 
policy brief from the Center on Enhancing Early Learning Outcomes (CEELO) and the 
Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) reviews state plans submitted by last 
October and offers guidance for best practices to assist state education agencies as 
they move into implementation. The brief, the State of Early Learning in ESSA: Plans 
and Opportunities for Implementation, as well as additional resources to guide states 
through implementation are available on the CEELO website.  

Interested in the status of state planning for career readiness under ESSA? 
Advance CTE and Education Strategy Group have released an update to their recent 
report, Career Readiness & the Every Student Succeeds Act: Mapping Career 
Readiness in State ESSA Plans. They also make available a fact sheet with key findings 
and Appendix profiling specific opportunities in each state plan. 

Curious about the selection and implementation of Kindergarten Entry 
Assessments (KEAs)? The Center on Enhancing Early Learning Outcomes has two 
new resources, both at this link: http://ceelo.org/ceelo-products/assessment/ The first is 
a policy brief titled Key Considerations to Assist States in Developing or Revising a 
Kindergarten Entry Assessment Report, and the second is the Tool to Guide Decisions 
Regarding Kindergarten Entry Assessment (KEA) Selection and Implementation, 
designed to assist states in the process of selecting, revising, or implementing a KEA, 
including facilitating a stakeholder engagement process.  

Wondering when the Center on Innovations in Learning is holding its annual 
“Conversations with Innovators”? This annual event is scheduled for June 12-14, 2018, 
at Temple University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and will bring together innovation 
experts and invited guests for in-depth conversation. 

Seeking guidance for addressing issues facing rural students? Leveling the 
Playing Field for Rural Students recommends federal policy changes to improve 
equity for rural students, including health barriers, food insecurity, career and technical 
programs, and more. The report was issued by the AASA, School Superintendents 
Association, and the Rural School and Community Trust.  

Seeking information about state school accountability systems? The Education 
Commission of the States has issued the 50-State Comparison: States’ School 
Accountability Systems to offer an overview of state accountability systems in the age of 
ESSA, and implications for schools and districts.  

Wanting to know more about data issues in education policy? The Data Quality 
Campaign recently released its Education Data 101: A Briefing Book for Policymakers, 
which focuses on eight topics of importance—like student data security, longitudinal data 
systems, and state report cards.  
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Interested in ways that principals have sought to lead turnaround? The Center on 
School Turnaround has published Examples of Actions Taken by Principals Trying to 
Lead Turnaround, a new report that describes less common actions by principals 
seeking to succeed in a turnaround situation.  

Wanting to understand the financial aid system in the United States? The 
Education Commission of the States has published How Students Use Federal, State 
and Institutional Aid to Pay for College: A Primer for State Policymakers, designed to 
explain the primary sources of aid, and includes state profiles describing how students 
access financial aid in every state. 

Wondering about the status of civic education? The Education Commission of the 
States has published State Civic Education Policy: Framework and Gap Analysis Tool to 
guide state leaders and offer examples from current state efforts to change civic 
education.  

Webinars  
Interested in mathematical innovation? The Appalachia Regional Comprehensive 
Center offers “Local Know-How: Appalachian Education Innovations-Math Matters in 
Pocahontas County, WV” on January 30, 3:00-4:00 PM. Register at this link. This 
webinar series shines a spotlight on local innovation so that teachers and education 
leaders across the region can share promising practices.  

Wanting to learn more about social and emotional learning? ASCD hosted 
“Navigating Social and Emotional Learning from the Inside Out” on January 25. 
Presenter Stephanie Jones, of the Harvard Graduate School of Education, considered 
practice at leading elementary SEL programs in the U.S. To view the archived webinar, 
register at this link.  
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