
 

Positive results from Genentech’s 

new Wet AMD drug 
The current method of treatment for wet AMD is monthly injections of one 

of three popular anti-VEGF therapies (Lucentis, Eyelea, or Avastin).  One 

concern of retina specialists is that some patients are under-treated 

resulting from delayed or skipped visits because of inconvenience, pain, or 

cost.  Finding ways to increase the time between visits is a goal of 

researchers.  A recently concluded clinical trial evaluated a new drug, 

faricimab, with encouraging results.   

Developed by Genetech, faricimab is the first bispecific antibody developed 

for injecting directly into the eye.  “Bispecific” means that the single 

compound not only offers anti-VEGF protection, but also treats 

inflammation seen in AMD.  Another advantage of this new therapy is the 

ability of faricimab to slow down the eye’s absorption of the drug.   The 

prolonged life of faricimab 

eases the burden for patients 

and extends the time between 

treatments.   

The STAIRWAY clinical trial 

enrolled 76 patients with AMD who had not been previously treated.  They 

were assigned to one of three study arms: faricimab injection every 12 

weeks; faricimab injection every 16 weeks, and a control set of subjects 



receiving a ranibizumab (Lucentis) injection every 4 weeks.  At the end of 

one year, the study subjects in all three arms had similar results in terms of 

best corrected vision, and secondary outcomes such as area of fluid 

leakage, neovascularization, retinal thickness, vision loss, and adverse 

events.  The study was considered a ‘non-inferiority’ trial; the data collected 

only showed that the faricimab was no worse than the current Lucentis 

regimen.  The next step will be a large, extended Phase 3 study that will 

assess if faricimab is superior to current treatments.  The study is being 

designed now and will follow study subjects for more than a year before 

results are analyzed.     

The longer-term between dosing will result in fewer return visits to the 

doctor.  If faricimab is able to demonstrate positive results with fewer 

treatments, it will be an important advance in the treatment of wet AMD.  

Three or four visits a year will be easier to schedule, result in less 

disruption, and will likely increase patient compliance, ultimately preserving 

vision.  

 

 


