
 

Government Takes Action Against 

Stem Cells 
The practice of medicine is left in the hands of licensed professionals; it is 

sometimes difficult to stop bad actors who take advantage of patients 

desperate for a cure. 

When three women were blinded after receiving stem cell therapy for 

treatment of AMD from a Florida clinic, the federal government added a 

disclaimer to its Clinical Trials website.  Now, those visiting clinicaltrials.gov 

are told that the safety and scientific validity of studies are the responsibility 

of the sponsors and the protocols are not evaluated or endorsed by the 

government.  The Food and Drug Administration also became involved, 

seeking a permanent injunction against the clinics for marketing stem cell 

products without FDA approval and for deviations from good manufacturing 

practices.   

In October 2018, another government agency took 

aim against unproven stem cell clinics.  The Federal 

Trade Commission is charged with enforcing laws 

that prohibit unfair or deceptive advertising practices.    

The FTC proposed a settlement in connection to a 

lawsuit filed against two Orange County, CA clinics.  

The centers will be required to pay restitution, and 

stop making claims on their website and social media that stem cell therapy 



is comparable or better than approved treatments 

for conditions as diverse and heart disease, 

autism, and AMD. The FTC accused the clinics of 

deceptive acts and practices in advertising 

medical treatments. 

The two Southern California clinics used stem 

cells derived from the amniotic fluid of pregnant 

women who elected to undergo caesarean section deliveries.  The cost of 

the initial stem cell therapy ranged from $9-15,000; follow-ups costs were 

$5-8,000. In one advertisement cited in the lawsuit, the clinic’s Facebook 

page related a “stem cell miracle” of a “101 year old lady, blinded for 7 

years, cured of her macular degeneration”.  The complaint noted that the 

clinic owner was aware there are no results in the scientific literature 

showing that amniotic stem cell therapy cures, treats, or mitigates health 

conditions in humans and that the medical community considers stem cell 

therapy to be experimental.  

The clinic website no longer mentions stem cell therapy as an available 

treatment option.   

Using the FTC and laws against false advertisements is another way the 

government seeks to protect the public from unsafe or unproven medical 

treatments for conditions such as AMD.  Any therapy that promises to ‘cure’ 

multiple, unrelated diseases should be a red flag.  If you have concerns 

about the scientific basis about any treatment your doctor recommends, he 

or she should be able to share scientific studies that have proven its 

effectiveness. 


