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PROCEEDINGS

ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION

38 Abolition " - @ = | Nl e 9 ) N oy A AMERICAN WOMEN,
Even after the abolition of the trans-Atlantic slave Qi SREashee S AN W g
trade by the United State government i 1808, ’ ' S
slavery continued in the country until the passage of B e o o | %
the 13th Amendment at the end of the American Civil = s SRS wavaas - S M s
War. Abby Kelley and her husband, Stephen Foster, = pomainegs i | 5 1829 5

were among the nation’s most recognized Abolitionists.  jyiperik Douglas, &
5Ok - William Lloyd Garrison,

PEITLATDEILIDEDA,

Other notable figures of the movement were i""]"uT : ST r———
Frederick Douglass, William Lloydw Garrison, L ?‘; - ;, The Female Anti-SIavery SOGiety ol Lynn o wmmavmiewa

and Sojourner Truth. = P
| | When Abby Kelley became the teacher at a-
Quaker school of Lynn, MA in 1835, she joned R _ s
the Female Anti-Slavery Society’s chapter In JaRer "y Fow o stamvin Corus s o (G i
Lynn and became their corresponding secretary, fj." .7} . Teidin® . " o thednei- ooy Bt
writing to activists like the Anti-Slavery Society’s
— ; U8 B founder, Wiliam Lloyd Garrison. In 1837, she
ben Symonds Foster | . B, e | . A was selected as the society’s delegate to the Anti--
“and Abby Kelley 5= - AN B | LoAT === Slavery Convention of American Women in New

From the Massachusetts

S Sy DRREWSGEES T e = York, and was a delegate the next year at the
S gy - o asiesd ) convention in Philadelphia. There she gave her
e /4 first speech, and made a name for herself as an
= fo = orator. She left her teaching position in 1839 and
S i Zﬁ”’é _ started a new career on the lecture circuit.
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1 “Bloody feet, Sisters, have B ez 4
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worn smooth the pathby i | “TheBrotherhood of Thieves’
¥ b SROTHERIOOD OF THIEVES =71 A radical abolitionist and supporter of universal siu‘frage,

= ‘ Wh lC L 6 .A : you C Ome hlther. s ;f Stephen’s best known tract, “T'he Brotherhood of Thieves;

or, a True Picture of the American Church and Clergy”

= éé N ll 2 F ] was published in 1844 and featured his condemnation of
Sr—r 2 y AN o / 6)’ OJ‘ t & V o & TRUE PICTURE ,, " churches who supported slavery. While this made him
1851 N l‘iOﬂd I B e’ Rng . C'O i l‘ib S = many f.:nemies, 1n adcj!ition to the damag.e .caused by rioters
Worcester, Massachusetts - == 7y Who did gk €MOY. Ius speeches and writihg, Abby -Kelley

| | - = “. .1 was pleased by the tract and let him know 1n a letter:
AMERICAN CHURCH AND CLERGY. T2l Don'’t forger to send me five hundred Brotherhoods. I have read
o4 most of it and think it ‘@ la Foster.” Yes... quite in character,

though entirely out of chavacters... Tis as good as a dauguerotype,i
(have 1 spelled right?) miniature. '
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By STEPHEN S. FOSTEIER.

Sixty-sicth Congress of the WUnited States of Fmerica;

Al the FTivst Session,
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Bogun and held at the City of Washington on Mooday, the nineteenth day of May, r - 3

coe thowsand sine hundred and nineteen

AN ; p b ANTI-SLAVERY OFFICE, 25 CORNHILL.
' ~ .t"g/ "/z’_./a,_/)....(t;f- JOINT RESOLUTION |

- . . EECE Proposing att amondment to the Censtitution extending
» g - g .
» / - . v v S % ‘{ 5 e S to women,
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\ o ,f et g ’lé. //". cir lasd A ."'* . )' - Resolewd by the Senale wml Howse of Ropresentotivos of the [nilod Stals
’ " ’ - G- 4 of Ameriot ta Conarvar axsemblid (two-thinds of sach Hovse toncnrring tharein )
S o S dvf":?' = o . - A5y~ That the following srtbole In proposed az an smendowent to the Constitation,
< which alsll be vadid 1o all intents wod purposes as part of the Constitution when

. Lot {n rlewnt ;/ I A grien g 'S s Sy ratified by the legishatures of (hrie-fourths of the revernl Staton,
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PP " 4 P . Al - -~ = ” e il *The right of citizens of the United States o vote shall not bo denlod or

. : ‘7 y 55 r '~: > / : S5 z ’ ¥ abirldged by the United Ststes or by any Stale on account of s P , .
A2 e el e ik - Women’s Rights
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o e ot e plea, “Remember the ladies”, marks a sentiment
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expressed by many women through US history. NGl SR A - - o oo D e
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ey Bl il o et iy e e ekt Den1ed the right to vote, own property, Serve ona N
| 4 | jury, and often to marry against her father’s will, even
the most afluent, well-educated woman had few

= 2 G L atl g vy oisr N e rtniS
A 4 | A e TR T —— rights. While there were notable exceptions—
Loimes o £igler g firchloseioinin, A LT i iy e S S, - | Jxbridoe, MA < resident. lwdia Chapin: Tatt is
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st AR RIS O I BN Rt soer £ Ably Kelleyr— e i = | anecdotally said to have voted as a landowner 1n a 1756

Sl s ’ Som > ps]
e S A flEE ey el B it o, 043 : : : -
e i o ho R e 5 e town meeting—most women had little say in government..
-4 Not until the passing of the 19th amendment 1n 1920 could
% _ women across the country vote 1n a federal election.
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“I prefer.not to argue about a woman’s | . National Women's Rights
rights, but to take them... I do not talk of ‘Conventions in Worcester

Abby Kelley was essential in organization the First and

woman’s rights, but of human rights, the F75 ¢ Kol i Wamen's Rights Comention, held i 1856
richts of human bemgs. I do not come to | i and 1851 at Mechanics Hall in Worcester, MA. She

| | =34 encouraged well-known women’s rights = advocates,
das [fOl‘ :' ‘them, bllt to demand them, n()t"" #-1 1ncluding Lucretia Mott, Willlam Lloyd Garrison, and

Fredrick Douglass, to attend the convention. This also gave

to get down on m knees and beg fOI‘ local activists that chance to speak. Notable local guests.

| ; yif2 ' | B include the friend of Walt Whitman and Christian socialist
them’ bUt k8 Clalm thém.™ - B2 1 leader, Abby Hills Price of Hopedale, MA, along with

Abby Kelley Foster at the 1850 National Women's Rights Convention acclaimed physician and professor, Dr. Martha H. Mowry._f'
e -» Worcester, Massachusetts; from the New York Herald == 8  of Providence, RI. R
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_ Abby Kelleyites e e
With countless women across the globe leading the effort Ease i cmvTAL Gowr.
for suffrage, Abby Kelley created her own brand of activism, £ == i Aoty ey

SARAH II. EARLE, Worcester, Mass., Secretary.

the radical “Abby Kelleyites”, who believed in equality for [Fe =it WENDELL PHILLIPS, Doston, Moss, Tyeanrer

MARY A, W. JOHNSON, Salem, Ohio.

all, regardless of race or gender. Honored by fellow eesia WILLIAM XL CHANNING, Boston, Mass.

GERRIT SMITH, Peterboro’, N. Y.

suffragettes and scorned by the mainstream press, Abby St oo JORM . ORMAN, W Blogrmity Sl

MARTHA H. MOWRY, Providence, R. L

Kelley endured verbal harassment and physical threats while ESe= LUCY STONE, West Drookfald, as,

. « . 99 . . N a7 JOSEPH C. HATHAWAY, Farmington, N. Y,
Speakmg to 'PI' OmISCUOU_S —leed-g€nd€1‘—aud1€nces and e ABBY K. FOSTER, Worcester, Mass.

PLINY SEXTON, Palmyra, N. Y.

traveling the lecture circuit. Stephen Symonds Foster was Eiisie J. ELIZATETH JONES, Suem, Obio

' A e : b8 X 3 WILLIAM ELDER, Philadclphia, Penn.

among the Abby Kelleyites and spoke openly of his surprise gzt WL iﬁﬁgﬁmmﬂph, Stazk Co., Ohi.
: ‘ v X EEE : . 4 e “,‘,)' S e Y NSON, Marlborough, “ “

when others did not view him as such. He wrote in one letter© BSSosas ABDY T, PRICE, Fopedlo, Mas.

v PR LS B A PR S as WILLIAM L. GARRISON, Boston, Mass.
to Abby Kelley: | | b
“One of your converts.. denounced me as no Abby Kelley FEri Savuras camemiies
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- + content myself with simply being an Abby Kelly-1st.”
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DeSpite her lifelong work for equality,

+

s for cqualiy, | S ' as 1n America, may be dated
Bl F many of Abby Kelley Foster’s aspirations | ES====rt Um0 - | o et : . |
S  for the United States were not realizedin 7 7 | B o o f B ﬁ 1 :

" her lifetime; While her work influenced the 1870 [RS8 SRS T8 « Trom the 1rst iNational

passage of the 150 amendment, which extended the vote to

men of all races, the 19™ amendment extending the vote to :  C ()nventl()n ,' h eld at » » Or CeSter ,‘ S '
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women was not passed until 1920, thirty-three years after her EZ=2 2 e N - B e TP O 99

death. Because of her work, she is a member of the National. EZsae. ek M O her T 8

Women’s Hall of Fame and the National Abolitionist Hall of EZ =& geire S aSS‘) Cto er b I f O. :
Fame. Additionally, two organiZa.tions in Worcester, MA —° Lo fd : . _ - Elizabeth C’ady Smm‘an __
Abby Kelley Foster Charter Public School and Abby’s House P ] 1870 National Woman's Rights Convention in New York City

8 - women’s shelter — are named in her honor. i
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ackstone River Valley Blackstone River Valley

ational Heritage Corridor National Historical Park



