
ANA MARINA’S GRADUATION SPEECH 

 

Upon finishing primary school, I didn’t know if I would be able to study Básico (Secondary 

education) or not because of lacking resources.  My dear mother had the desire to see at least 

one of her children graduate, so she made it possible to help me although she was very ill.  

While taking my second Básico course, she was diagnosed with Chronic Renal Deficiency, which 

is a kidney disease.  She was treated by Peritoneal Dialysis, which required a great deal of 

economic resources for the medications. 

A year later after having been diagnosed with this illness, I was taking my third Básico course, 

and I wanted to study a profession, but I wasn’t able to do so.  I was only receiving the support 

of my mother, and because of her illness at that time, she couldn’t help me.  I couldn’t count on 

the support of my father.  I have three sisters who now have their own families.   

At that time, a nurse named Trinidad was treating my mother.  My dear mother told him that I 

wanted to study, but I couldn’t because of the lack of money.  He commented that he knew an 

Association that supported young people who had the desire to achieve greater things.  It is call 

Hombres y Mujeres en Acción.  He told us of the needed requirements to receive a scholarship.  

And that is how I began to prepare my paper work for that Association.  I didn’t have an answer 

about whether I had received a scholarship or not when my dear mother died. 

A month later, thanks to God, they told me that I had been accepted as one of the ones to 

receive a scholarship.  So, with my paper work, I enrolled in the high school so that I could 

continue studying.   It was very difficult to study that year now that I didn’t have the support of 

my dear mother, but I finished that year.   I began to study the second year, but I lost the desire 

and morale to keep on studying, and I decided to quit.  I told the Psychologist Telma what had 

happened to me, and she told me that she would support me through psychological therapy. 

I went to the therapy sessions and was motivated to make the effort again to accomplish my 

goal and to conquer each of my problems that had come into my life and studies.  Thanks to 

God and also the support that I received from my sister.  Thanks to the support that I have 

received from many marvelous people like all of you and today I can shout and say “I did it”.  

This is my first goal of all the goals that I have proposed for myself and I’m satisfied and proud 

to have accomplished my dear mother’s desire for me. 
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