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THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

THE FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 37:1-14

Lector A reading from the
Book of the Prophet of Ezekiel

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me,
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to
me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the
Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you
shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the
Lord.” So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them;
but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophe-
sy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds,
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he com-
manded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a
vast multitude. Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to
the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and
bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord,
have spoken and will act,” says the Lord.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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THE EPISTLE Romans 8:6-11

Lector A reading from the
Letter to the Romans

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But
you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body
is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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The Prayers of the People: Form VI

The Intercessor and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For onr families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the need).

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Lawrence, our Bishop; Doyle, our Priest-
in-Charge; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Chureh.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence

For those who have asked our prayers: Abigail, Ann, Annette, Autumn, Ben,
Betty C., Caroline, Chris, Corey, Diane, Donna, Elinor, Elizabeth, Felix (St.),
Gary, Greg, Jean, Jill, Joel, Joy, June, Kamryn, Laura, Matthew, Michelle,
Mike, Muriel, Bishop Rodney Michel, Roger, Rosalie, Sarah Grace, Scott,
Sister Joy, Sue, Thomas, Tom, Tom B., Tylet, and Vincent; for the chronically
ill, and for all caregivers;

For those in military service, and especially for Erik, John, Matt, Robert, and
Stephen;

For our companion diocese of Torit in the Episcopal Church of South Sudan;
and for mercy, peace, and justice among all peoples, especially those whose
lives have been devastated by natural disasters, terrorism, war, gun violence,
famine, tyranny, or injustice;

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
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We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings
We will exalt you, O God our King;

And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal
kingdom.

Silence. The People may add their own petitions

Lotd, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in yon.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

All

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.



