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LESSONS AND PRAYERS FOR
JULY 25, 2021

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 12, Year B
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The Holy Eucharist: Rite I



25 July 2021
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 12/B

THE FIRST LESSON 1T Samuel 11:1-15

Lector A reading from the
Second Book of the Prophet Samuel

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle,
David sent Joab with his officers and all Israel with him; they
ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David
remained at Jerusalem.

It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch
and was walking about on the roof of the king’s house, that he
saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very
beautiful.. David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It
was reported, “This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of
Uriah the Hittite.” So David sent messengers to get her and she
came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself
after her period.) Then she returned to her house. The woman
conceived; and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.”

So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And
Joab sent Uriah to David. When Uriah came to him, David asked
how Joab and the people fared, and how the war was going. Then
David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your
feet.” Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him
a present from the king. But Uriah slept at the entrance of the
king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go
down to his house. When they told David, “Uriah did not go
down to his house, “ David said to Uriah, “You have just come
from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?” Uriah
said to David, “the ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths;
and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the
open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink, and to
lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do
such a thing.” Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today
also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in
Jerusalem that day. On the next day, David invited him to eat and



drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the evening he
went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he
did not go down to his house.

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the
hand of Uriah. In the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront
of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, so that he
may be struck down and die.”

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Please turn the Page for the Psalm



25 July 2021
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 12/B

THE PSALM Psalm 14

Lector Let us read Psalm 14

Lector 1 The fool has said in his heart, “I'here is no God,” *
All All are corrupt and commit abominable acts;
there is none who does any good.
2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all*
to see if there is any who is wise,
if there is one who seeks after God.
3 Every one has proved faithless;
all alike have turned bad;*
there is none who does good; no, not one.
4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers*
who eat up my people like bread
and do not call upon the Lord?
5 See how they tremble with fear,*
because God is in the company of the righteous.
6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted,*
but the Lord is their refuge.
7 Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zion?*
when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people,
Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad.



25 July 2021
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 12/B

THE SECOND LESSON Ephesians 3:14-21

Lector A reading from the Letter to the Ephesians

I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in
heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the
riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in
your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted
and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to com-
prehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and
height and dept, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accom-
plish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for-
ever and ever. Amen.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Please turn the Page for the Prayers of the People



25 July 2021
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 12/B

The Prayers of the People

Intercessor  Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the
world.

Almighty and ever living God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to
make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive
these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee
to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity,
and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may
agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.
Lord, hear our prayer

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especial-
ly Michael, the Presiding

Bishop of the Episcopal Church; Lawrence, Geralyn, Daniel, and William,
Bishops of the Diocese of Long Island; and Johncy, our Bishop-in-
Residence, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true
and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.
Lord, hear our prayer

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this
congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they
may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and
righteousness all the days of their life.

Lord, hear our prayer

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority
of government in this and every land, especially the President of the Unit-
ed States, the members of Congress, and all regional and local authorities,
that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and
peace of the world.

Lord, hear our prayer

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy
works, that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their
substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty.

Lord, hear our prayer



25 July 2021
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 12/B

Prayers of the People (Page 2)

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort
and succor Andrea, Ann, Annakutty, Anthony, Autumn, Ben, Betty,

Betty C., Bill, Chris, Deanna, Diane, Donna, Elinor, Felix (St.), Gary,
George (St.), Greg, Hannah, Joel, Joy, Joyce, June, Kamryn, Lorraine,
Mark, Matthew, Mike, Muriel, Roger, Ronald, Sarah Grace, Shanti,

Sister Joy, Steve, Sue, Vincent, and William; and all those who, in this
transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.
Lord, hear our prayer

We pray for those in military service, and especially for Christian, Erik,
John, Robert, and Stephen;
Lord, hear our prayer

For the unemployed and underemployed; for all who suffer from addic-
tions; for all who suffer chronic illness, and for all caregivers; . .. For our
companion dioceses of Torit and Ecuador-Central, and for mercy, peace,
and justice among all peoples, especially those whose lives have been dev-
astated by natural disasters, terrorism, war, famine, tyranny, or injustice;
For the petitions in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer and the Anglican Cycle

of Prayer this week; ... And for any other special needs of this congrega-
tion, I invite your intercessions now, silently or aloud (short pause before the
response);

Lord, hear our prayer

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in
thy faith and fear; beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy
love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Peter, St. Edmund, and of all thy saints, that
with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.

Lord, hear our prayer

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Media-
tor and Advocate. Amen.



