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THE FIRST LESSON Genesis 1:1-2:4a

Lector A reading from the Book of Genesis

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated
the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it sep-
arate the waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the
waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome.
And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was
morning, the second day.

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God
saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with
the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yield-
ing seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in
it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morn-
ing, the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and
years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule
the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over
the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it
was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw



that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was
so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And
God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our like-
ness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them,;
male and female he created them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”
God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them
for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that
he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on
the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh
day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had
done in creation.

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were creat-
ed.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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THE SECOND LESSON 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

Lector A reading from the
Second Letter to the Corinthians

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to
my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of
love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss.
All the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Please turn the Page for the Prayers of the People
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Prayers of the People: Form VI

The Leader and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Lawrence our Bishop, and for Mother
Doyle, our Priest-in-Charge; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in the Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

For those for whom our prayers have been asked: Abigail, Ann, Annette,
Autumn, Betty C., Caroline, Chris, Corey, Diane, Donna, Elinor, Felix (Sr.),
Gary, Greg, Jean, Jill, Joel, Joy, June, Kamryn, Laura, Matthew, Michelle,
Muriel, Bishop Rodney Michel, Roger, Rosalie, Sarah Grace, Scott, Sister Joy,
Sue, Susan, Thomas, Tom, Tom B., Tyler, and Vincent;

For those in military service; and especially for Erik, John, Matt, Robert,
and Stephen;

For the unemployed and underemployed; for all who suffer from addictions;
for all who suffer chronic illness, and for all caregivers;

For our companion diocese of Torit in the Episcopal Church of South Sudan;
and for mercy, peace, and justice among all peoples, especially those whose
lives have been devastated by natural disasters, terrorism, war, gun violence,



famine, tyranny, or injustice;
Silence

Hear us Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life; especially for graduates
Eric, Will, and Brittney as they move into new horizons in their lives; and for
the members of our Parish Choir who serve so faithfully in the leadership of
our worship.

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal king-
dom.

Silence

Lotd, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins
Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

Lotd, Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace 1
leave with you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the
peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit, you
live and reign, now and for ever. Amen.



