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NCIDQ Designer Profile
Mariela Buendia-Corrochano, a former office director of Gensler Mexico, and current design director and 
principal at Gensler, spoke with CIDQ about earning her NCIDQ Certificate later in her career and some 
of her favorite innovative designs.

Never Too Late 
Mariela proves that it’s never too late to go after your goals. After 25 years in the field, 
she decided to earn her NCIDQ Certification. Balancing personal and professional 
obligations, it never felt like the right time to buckle down and study for the exam. 
She found the opportunity to prepare for the test, as she was transitioning from 
Gensler’s Mexico office, which she built from scratch, to their Washington, DC office. 
With both of her sons out of college, Mariela felt it was finally time to focus on taking the 
three sections of the exam. 

Of course, she always recognized that the NCIDQ Certificate is an important 
achievement for designers, despite delaying to take the exam herself. “Obviously it’s a 
validation of your technical knowledge, your expertise, but I think that it also provides 
credibility when interacting and working with clients,” Mariela said. So, she was very 
happy when she reached this milestone and earned her NCIDQ Certificate in the 
spring of 2018. 

Though she would advise designers to take the NCIDQ Exam earlier in their careers if 
possible, she wants others to know that it’s never too late to go after what you want. She 
hopes her story will inspire other interior designers to follow in her footsteps and apply for 
the NCIDQ Exam. 

Inspiring, Innovative Designs 
Mariela has worked on projects of all shapes and sizes over the course of her career. 
“From a small retail space for Hugo Boss, which I did early in my career, to working on 
the Shanghai Tower, which is the second tallest tower in the world, and everything in 
between,” Mariela said. 

Recently, she helped design the headquarters for TOKS, a restaurant chain in 
Mexico. They wanted the design to foster collaboration and promote the brand’s 
commitment to sustainable, healthy environments. “Everything is very sustainable in 
terms of how we designed the space, and the use of energy is very low because of 
the use of LED lighting 
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throughout.” Mariela explained. “The use of water is reduced with low flow 
plumbing fixtures. The indoor air quality is healthier because it draws more 
outside air.

Mariela also helped design the headquarters for a Mexican venture 
capital firm that invests in startups focusing on education and health. The 
company takes a holistic approach to wellness. Their café serves healthy 
foods. They grow herbs on the roof terrace. There is a fitness center on the 
lower level. And there is even a chapel on site to promote spiritual health as 
well as meditation. 

“We designed the space to be very transparent, to not only provide 
abundant daylight, but that even when indoors, it feels as if there are no 
barriers between you and the environment and nature,” she said of the 
design. One way they incorporated nature was to plant canopy trees 
throughout the office. Wavy ceilings reflect the trees, so employees feel like 
they are walking through a forest. 

In another innovative project, Mariela worked for the law firm Sterne 
Kessler. They were concerned about the acoustics in the space, so 
Mariela’s team designed customized ceilings to muffle sound. “We 
created these amazing ceiling solutions that would break on the waves of 
sound traveling in a way that not only absorbed them, but it redirected them to 
different angles to minimize the sound in the space,” she said.

Mariela has certainly had an exciting career, with no signs of slowing 
down. As she continues to create and innovate for Gensler, she now has the 
NCIDQ Certification to grant her even more prestige when interacting with 
clients. Designers at any point in their careers can take the plunge and apply 
for the NCIDQ Exam, just like Mariela. 
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