
 

 

TO:  Assembly Environment Committee 

FROM:  Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation 

   Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce 

   Midwest Food Products Association 

   Wisconsin Dairy Alliance 

DATE:  February 5, 2020 

RE:  Opposition to Assembly Bill 700 and Proposed Fix 

 

Assembly Bill 700, which would provide notice to counties and other interested parties of pollution 

violations, is scheduled for an upcoming executive session in the Assembly Environment Committee. 

The legislation in its current form has the unintended consequence of punishing WPDES permit 

holders for situations over which they have no control. 

Water supply sources having solids concentrations that either exceed health or aesthetic standards 

may be introduced into a permit-holder’s facility that are not a result of the facility’s water use, but 

the result of influences on the water prior to being received by the permit holder.   For facilities that 

are permitted to discharge to groundwater, consideration of background/upgradient influences 

should first be reviewed to determine if the WPDES permit holder is the source of the 

exceedance.  The review should include an evaluation of analytical data that eliminate statistical 

outliers which may be unrepresentative of groundwater quality. 

This amendment language would resolve these concerns: 

Whenever on the basis of any information available to it the department finds has verified that a permit holder 

has violated a term or condition of their permit that results in a violation of any groundwater protection 

standards under ch. 160, the department shall notify the county health department and county land and 

conservation department in the county in which the permit holder is located and the county health department 

and county land and conservation department in any adjacent county that the department determines may be 

negatively affected as a result of the violation. The department shall provide this notice within 7 business days 

after confirming that a violation has occurred. The department shall create and maintain a notification system for 

notifying county health departments, and county land and conservation departments, and interested parties of the 

violations described in this section. The department may establish, by rule, procedures for providing notice 

under this section. 

Please also delete lines 20-25 in the non-stat sections on page 1 and lines 1-2 on page 2, as it is 

unnecessary to exempt the emergency rules from scope statement and gubernatorial approval 

requirements. 

We appreciate your interest in advancing sound water policy. 


