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1. Points to Remember About Annual State Testing 
 

 REQUIRED: By federal and state law, universal student 
assessment is required in English Language Arts and Mathematics 
in grades 3-8 and once in high school annually. The CSDE and 
local education agencies (LEAs) are legally responsible to 
administer these assessments to all students. 

 

  USEFUL FOR THESE PURPOSES:  
 Accurately describes student achievement and growth as part of program 
evaluation and school, district, and state accountability systems. 
!   Provides valid, reliable, and fair measures of students’ progress/ 

 attainment of the knowledge and skills required to be college- and 
 career-ready at the end of grade 12. 

!   Provides an annual snapshot of student achievement that should be 
 used along with other information, such as class work and other 
 tests, when making educational decisions.  
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1. Points to Remember about Annual State Testing 
(continued)  
 

NOT USEFUL AS: 
 

!  A sole measure of student achievement, program evaluation  
or school, district, and state accountability systems. 
 

!  A sole source of guidance for curriculum or instruction. The CT 
Core Standards provide the only needed blueprint for student 
learning. The Smarter Balanced Assessment is a global measure. 
“Teaching to the test” is never quality instruction and does not 
result in student engagement or genuine, long-lasting learning. 
 

!  A substitute for a wide variety of other relevant ways to assess 
student learning, such as: 
 

- classroom assessments                - teacher observations 
- student work portfolios    - universal screening 
- frequent progress monitoring  - detailed diagnostic assessment or evaluation 



2. Background Information  
 

An annual state assessment, aligned to the 
Connecticut Core Standards for English Language 
Arts and Mathematics administered in the last 12 
weeks of school in grades 3–8. 
 

1.  The annual (“summative”) assessment was designed as a global 
measure of student learning  

 
2.  The assessment system is a major undertaking by a consortium of 

states, including Connecticut. 
 
3.  Test items were developed by educators and assessment experts from 

consortium states, including members of the Connecticut State 
Department of Education student assessment team.  
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The assessment measures learning in two ways: 
 

1.  Computer adaptive test  
•  Based on student responses, the computer program 

adjusts the difficulty of questions throughout the test 
(within grade level) 

 

•  Contains a variety of item types, such as multiple choice, 
write-in responses, and technology enhanced items 
(multiple choice or write in items that use multimedia) 

2.  Performance tasks  
•  Activities that measure students’ ability to apply knowledge 

and skills to a complex task 
 

•  Better measures of depth of understanding, research 
skills, and the ability to analyze information 
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Areas of Knowledge and Skills Measured 
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Areas of Knowledge and Skills Measured  
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Scoring: 
•  Students receive an overall scale score in each subject 
 

!  Scale scores are reported in the thousands and span all grades from 3 to 11 
 

•   Scores fall between achievement level 1 (lowest) and 
 achievement level 4 (highest) 
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Note: These achievement levels have absolutely no relationship to CMT/CAPT levels used previously. 



Scoring (continued) 
 
Level 1 = Does not meet the achievement level 
 
Level 2 = Approaching the achievement level expected 
 
Level 3 = Meets the achievement level expected 
 
Level 4 = Exceeds the achievement level expected 
 

 
Note:  
These achievement levels have absolutely no relationship to CMT/CAPT achievement levels used previously. 
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Scoring (continued) 
 

•  Students also receive a “performance indicator” 
for each area of knowledge and skills within a 
subject. 

•  This provides a general indication of where the 
students have strengths and weaknesses in 
their learning within each subject area.  

 

For example: 
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Reporting 
1.  An online data portal called “Online Reporting System” (ORS) 

!   Secure and public sites 
 

2.  Paper reports to parents/ families 
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Dianna R. Wentzell 
Commissioner  
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