
Burglary Checklist for Business Locations

Alarm System
� roughout the location 

alarm with both local alarm 
and central station monitoring.

Roof Openings
• Secure roo� op hatchways, 

air ducts and air vents. 
• Glass skylights should have 

burglary resistant glass, security 
bars and /or steel grill.

• Install motion sensors to 
detect any movement.

Roof Barriers
Protect access to the roof.

Lighting
All building entry points 

should be illuminated.

Conspicuously Displayed
Add name and address on the rear 

of the business to aid Police and Fire 
in the event of an emergency.

Lighting
Front, alley, rear and sides of property 
should be lit with bright LED lights.

Secure Doors
Invest in steel frame doors, add 

security bar to rear and side doors, 
reinforce frame and add a peep hole.

Su�  cient Indoor Lighting
Have enough interior light to 

detect movement. Secure Building 
Openings

Bolt air conditioner 
to the wall 

or cover with a 
window guard.

Fence
Keep in good repair 

to limit access.

Orderly Refuse
Trash, landscaping debris, 
skids and boxes should be 

neatly organized for 
pick up and not 
blocking access.

Window Guards
Install rigid framing 

and/or gates covering 
windows.

Glass Block Windows
Where you can, use glass 

block windows as it is more 
secure and lets in light.

Secure Door
Secure with double cylinder deadbolt lock, 

guards and protective strike plates.
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BURGLARY PREVENTION TIPS 
FOR BUSINESS LOCATIONS

LIGHTING 
• Assure that all entry points to the building are properly illuminated 
• Leave enough interior lighting to detect movement 
• Invest in new bright LED Lights 

DOORS 
• Invest in steel frame doors 
• Side and rear entry doors should be solid construction with bar 

security 

LOCKS 
• Make sure that all doors, windows and skylights are secured with 

the best possible locks 
• Upgrade to deadbolt style locks where possible 

WINDOWS 
• Close and lock all windows 
• Ensure that they cannot be opened from the outside 
• Front windows and door glass can be laminated with a special 

material to resist shattering and unlawful entry 

GATES 
• Consider installing gates to protect glass frontage 

SAFES 
• Do not leave large amounts of money in the safe overnight 
• Safes should be positioned in a discreet location not visible to the 

outside, and bolted to the � oor 

VALUABLES 
• Do not leave valuables in plain sight 
• Secure cash registers, ATM machines, electronic devices, vending 

machines, and equipment to prevent unauthorized removal 

ROOF 
• Make sure that any access to the business from the roof such as a 

roof hatch and ventilation systems are secured from the inside 

ALARM 
• Install a burglar alarm system 

Register your business emergency contact information 
with the Chicago Police Department’s Community Policing 
Office in the event of an after hours emergency.


