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For Immediate Release: Waldorf Alumnus Tim Tarris to Fly U.S. Army Air Corps 
Commemoration Flight 

 
 

FOREST CITY, Iowa, May 29, 2026 – Retired Air Force Colonel and Waldorf alum Tim Tarris 1970 will fly a home-built 

JN-4 Jenny aircraft across 48 states for a U.S. Army Air Corps Commemoration Flight beginning Monday, June 1, 2026, 

covering more than 6,000 miles. Tarris’ aircraft is a replica Curtiss JN-4 Jenny, the primary trainer used during World War 

I, with more than 6,000 built in its production history. Tarris is scheduled to make an overnight stop in Forest City on 

Saturday, June 13. 

The purpose of the flight is to highlight the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) and experimental home-built 

aircraft while honoring the men and women who have served the nation over the past 110 years. The flight will begin in 

Tucson, Ariz. and is scheduled to conclude at Langley AFB, Va. on Thursday, July 2, 2026, marking the 100-year 

anniversary of the U.S. Army Air Corps. 

Tarris first received his Air Force commission through ROTC in 1973. In 1974, he was recognized as a 

Distinguished Graduate at Air Force Pilot Training at Williams AFB, Ariz., and by 2009, Tarris had logged more than 

18,500 flight hours in his career spanning military and commercial aviation, continuing to remain active in aviation through 

commemorative and historic flight projects. 

Following his military and aviation careers, Tarris spent ten years consulting for the Department of Defense on the 

National Airspace System. In 2023, he received the FAA’s Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award recognizing more than 50 

years of outstanding piloting skill, professionalism and aviation safety. In 2024, Tarris participated as a pilot in an around-

the-world flight attempt. He is also an author and member of the Daedalians, the national fraternity of military pilots.  

Tarris and his wife Vicky, 1970 Waldorf alum, currently reside in Tucson, Ariz. 

 

About Waldorf University 
Founded in 1903, Waldorf University is a regionally accredited liberal arts institution in Forest City, Iowa. Waldorf offers a 
range of engaging learning experiences through innovative residential and online instruction. The university provides 



associate, bachelor’s, and master’s degrees, as well as certificates in various fields including business, communication, 
criminal justice administration, education, music, psychology, and theatre. For more details, visit waldorf.edu. 
 
About Waldorf Lutheran College Foundation 
The Waldorf Lutheran College Foundation is a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting Waldorf University and its 
students. The Foundation’s supports the University’s mission “to educate the whole person, preparing students for fulfilling 
lives in their communities.” The most beneficial gifts are to the Waldorf Fund and to endowed funds. The Foundation also 
provides scholarships, supports campus ministry, enhances alumni relations, and funds programs and special initiatives. 
The Foundation manages the investment of endowed funds and ensures fiscal oversight of the University. For more 
information, please visit waldorf.edu/waldorffoundation. 
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