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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 October 12, 2026

The G.G. George Family and Sam & Deb Hunt proudly present 
Conor Knighton: Leave Only Footprints 

 

The G.G. George Family and Sam & Deb Hunt proudly present Conor Knighton: Leave Only Footprints at 
the North Iowa Community Auditorium on the NIACC campus at 3:00 PM on Sunday, October 25, 2026.  
This presentation is part of the 2026-2027 NIACC Performing Arts & Leadership Series. 

Conor Knighton is a national correspondent for CBS Sunday Morning—the country’s #1 morning news 
show—and the author of the New York Times bestseller Leave Only Footprints: My Acadia-to-Zion 
Journey Through Every National Park. His reports for CBS Sunday Morning have covered everything from 
the Scandinavian obsession with salty licorice to what it’s like to wake up on Wake Island, one of 
America’s most remote military bases.  

Conor has won five Emmy Awards as part of the Sunday Morning team and a Los Angeles Area Emmy for 
his work on KCET's SoCal Connected. His feature reporting has also earned a National Headliner Award 
and an LA Press Club Award. He’s hosted and produced shows for AMC, Biography, EW Scripps, and 
Current TV, and his commentary has been featured on CNN, MTV, E!, and Oxygen. In 2025, the National 
Parks Conservation Association recognized Knighton’s storytelling with a Centennial Leadership Award.  

When Conor Knighton set off to explore America’s “best idea,” he worried the whole thing could end up 
being his worst idea. A broken engagement and a broken heart had left him longing for a change of 
scenery, but the plan he’d cooked up might have gone a bit overboard in that department. Over the 
course of a single year, Conor set out to visit every national park in the country, from Acadia to Zion. 
Filled with entertaining dispatches from some of the most scenic spots in the world, the CBS Sunday 
Morning correspondent takes us on a whirlwind tour through our parks, highlighting some of the 
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unexpected stories, colorful characters, and profound lessons he unearthed along the way. Through his 
unique lens, America the Beautiful becomes America the Captivating, the Hilarious, and the Inspiring. 

To learn more about this performance, visit ConorKnighton.com.  

For tickets to the show, call the NIACC Box Office at 641-422-4188.  Tickets may also be purchased online 
at www.niacc.edu/boxoffice.  
 

The Broadway Sponsor for the 2026-2027 Performing Arts and Leadership Series is DR. TOM JOHNSTON 
IN MEMORY OF PATRICIA JOHNSTON. 

Platinum Sponsors include: G.G. GEORGE FAMILY, JOYCE NIELSEN IN MEMORY OF JACK NIELSEN, 
MASON CITY CLINIC P.C., NSB BANK 

Gold Sponsors include: CURRIES – ASSA ABLOY, FIRST CITIZENS BANK, FIRST STATE BANK OF BELMOND, 
THE HANSON FAMILY FOUNDATION & MBT BANK, HENKEL CONSTRUCTION, NORTH IOWA EYE CLINIC, 
SAM & DEB HUNT, SUKUP MANUFACTURING CO., DRS. DOUGLAS & MELISSA SUMMERFIELD, and  
DRS. SANDEEP BHANGOO & SOLOMON ONDOMA OF NEUROSURGERY OF NORTH IOWA. 

In-Kind Sponsors include: COUNTRY INN & SUITES, FOX 103.7, GLOBE GAZETTE, HEARING ASSOCIATES, 
KCMR RADIO, KGLO AM, KIMT-TV, and VISIT MASON CITY 
 
 
Jared Barnes 
NIACC Performing Arts & Leadership Series Director 
Phone: (641) 422-4253 
Email: jared.barnes@niacc.edu 
Website: www.niacc.edu/pals 
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The mission of North Iowa Area Community College (NIACC) is to enrich lives through comprehensive educational 
opportunities, a commitment to learner success, community engagement, and leadership. Founded in 1918, NIACC 
is a nationally-recognized, two-year college located in central North Iowa. With approximately 3,000 career and 
transfer students, the College has been recognized by the Aspen Institute as a leading community college in the 
nation. Become a NIACC Trojan today at https://www.niacc.edu/apply-mkt/. 
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