
Minutes 
 
 

Camanche-DeWitt Coalition Meeting  
January 12, 2021 
Location: DeWitt City Hall and Zoom Meeting 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Thiltgen 
 
Introductions: In Attendance (20) 
 
Don Thiltgen (Dewitt Mayor-11), Steve Cundiff (Clinton County Sheriff’s Office-7), Ellen Gackle 
(ASAC-12), Lauren Schwandt (Camanche-DeWitt Coalition-12), Sally Burroughs (DeWitt Noon 
Lions-9), Kristin Huisenga (Clinton Substance Abuse Council-12), Peg Thiltgen (DeWitt Noon 
Lions-9), Carole Dunkin (Genesis-10), Jaiden Goodman (Young Adult/College Student-14), 
Maribeth Bousman (ASAC-12), Matthew Zidarich (Youth-1), Kara Zidarich (Parent-2) Kevin 
Zidarich (Boy Scouts-6), Duane Hansen (DeWitt Noon Lions-9), Laura Norris (MercyOne-10), 
James Connell (Retired Police-7), Gina Gregiore-Helton (Dept of Correctional Services-11), 
Aubrey Winslow (Camanche School-5), Sam Genson (Iowa State Extension & Outreach-6), Jane 
Kedley (DeWitt Noon Lions-9),  
 
Sector- 1. Youth, 2. Parent, 3. Business Community, 4. Media, 5. School, 6. Youth-Serving 
Organization, 7. Law Enforcement Agency, 8. Religious Organizer, 9. Civic and Volunteer, 10. 
Healthcare Professionals, 11. State or Local Government, 12. Substance Abuse Organization, 13-
Concerned Citizen, 14-Young Adult/College Student 
 
In-Kind Provided: $690 
 
Mayor Don asked for approval of December 2, 2020 minutes.  Steve Cundiff made motion 
to approve, Duane Hansen 2nd.  Motion carried. 
 
Coordinator’s Comments- 
Lauren relayed that we were funded for years 6-10 with DFC Grant. 
 

Lauren presented a PowerPoint with several activities that needed to be completed for year 6 and 
would like feedback to meet action items.  There was discussion on these items. 
 
Had discussion on specific groups/sectors to present coalition information to. Suggestions included 
churches, boy scout, girl scout, 4H, Kiwanis, City Council, and Thrivent.  If you know a 
business/group who would like to be involved, please give Lauren their contact information. 
 
Had discussions on how to get our message out. Increase media and social presence, DeWitt 
Observer, Clinton Herald, and Middle School and High Schools. 
 
 



Lauren brought up the idea of having one small topic every Wednesday from 11:30 to noon where 
parents and coalition members can call in and open it up to parents as to what topic they would like 
to talk about.  This would be geared for parents and set up more like a parent café where parents do 
most of the talking and the coalition member in charge would facilitate. We cannot record 
conversations but could perhaps send info out in a newsletter or maybe a blog.  Thinking about 
starting in February and will start to spread information on social media. 
 
Aubrey Winslow from Camanche middle school suggests meeting with students during study hall 
times to give facts and not propaganda. 
 
Lauren suggests we get a knowledgeable speaker to come in or virtual and talk about alcohol and 
marijuana usage in our youth.  Does the group have any suggestions?  Some suggestions were 
someone from AA, Ben Cort, and Officer Jermaine Galloway. 
 
Lauren also brought up the HIPS trailer and doing online HIPS presentations.  Gateway ImpACT 
Coalition had done some with a local employer and it went well.  Reach out to places like guardian, 
churches, and any other group that you would suggest.  
 
Lauren updated the website and again mentioned if you haven’t liked us on social media to do so and 
make sure to share the information to help spread the information. 
 
Youth Representatives Updates- 
Nothing more to report 

Co-Chair report- 
Steve said marijuana potency has changed over the years and it is so important to talk and educate 
people. The statistics will change over the next 10 to 15 years. 
 
Sub-Committees- 

a. Coalition Formation Sub-Committee 
o Nothing to report 

b. Event Development 
o Nothing to report  

c. Finance 
o Mayor said they are working on making sure checking is reconciled.  Duane said we 

have sent out requests for bank statements. Lauren said it has to go to a 
bookkeeper but will follow up. 

 
Upcoming Trainings: 
CADCA is virtual and if interested in sessions please let Lauren know.   
 
Tall Cop says Stop by Officer Jerome Galloway will be on Zoom January 28, 2021 from noon-1 and it 
is FREE. 
 
Around the Table 
Jaiden Goodman said the action plan looks great. 
 
Laura Norris says there is a new opioid drug in the midwest. There was also a vape pen with meth in 
it. 



 
Mayor Don asked for a motion to adjourned.  Duane motioned to adjourn, Peg second.   

Mayor Don adjourned meeting at 6:25 p.m. 

 

 

 


