
Testing and Disposition of Possible COVID-19 PED Patients
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Patient arrives to UNC PED

Is patient 
known COVID-19 

POSITIVE?
Admit?

YES

NO

No further COVID-19 
testing required; 

Proceed with medical 
evaluation

Repeat test on 
patient with 

worsening sx determined to 
be COVID neg within 

last 7 days? 

Order appropriate 
COVID-19 PCR 

(NP/OP*) and proceed 
with medical evaluation

Order appropriate 
COVID-19 PCR (NP**) 

and proceed with 
medical evaluation

WHAT IS 
THE APPROPRIATE 

COVID-19 PCR 
ORDER?

Patient to be discharged Disposition unknown Patient will be admitted

Batched COVID-19 
PCR

Rapid COVID-19 PCR Rapid COVID-19 PCR

Discharge

Admit? 

Follow existing COVID 
admission workflow

COVID+?

Follow existing 
admission workflow

How to order BATCHED vs. RAPID 
COVID-19 PCR

Is this a repeat test on a patient with 
progressive symptoms determined to be 

COVID-19 negative within the last 7 days?

BATCHED COVID-19 PCR:                                
Select Yes - ED NON-Admission

RAPID COVID-19 PCR:                                
Select Yes - ED Admission

YES

YES

NO

NO

*NP/OP= 
Nasopharyngeal/             
Oropharyngeal

**NP= Nasopharyngeal

YES

NO

?

YESNO

YES: Specimen type & source= 
Nasopharyngeal/Oropharyngeal

=

=

+

NO: Specimen type & source = Nasopharyngeal 

Discharge

Follow 
existing COVID         

admission 
workflow
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