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OUR MISSION IS TO PROMOTE THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN IN AN INCLUSIVE, 
EQUITABLE CULTURE THROUGH COMPASSIONATE FAMILY-CENTERED CARE, TIRELESS
ADVOCACY, SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY, AND EDUCATION OF FUTURE LEADERS. 

OUR VISION IS TRANSFORMING CARE AND INSPIRING HOPE FOR ALL CHILDREN. 



Agenda

• Welcome​
• Program Highlight: WonderConnection
• General Announcements
• Development Updates
• Quality and Safety Updates
• Clinical Updates
• CRI Updates​



Breakout Rooms – 5 Minutes



Bringing joy and science 
to kids and teens hospitalized at UNC 

since 2006



WHO WE SERVE

• Pediatric patients (M, W, F)

• Child & adolescent psychiatry 
patients (every Wed)

• Families at the Ronald 
McDonald House of C.H 
(biweekly)



GOALS

Make kids happy

 Increase enthusiasm 
for science and nature

 Support hospital staff by 
engaging patients



ACTIVITY CHOICES



BRINGING NATURE INSIDE



EVENTS IN & OUT OF THE HOSPITAL



NEUROSCIENCE GARDEN



WHY WE’RE REALLY CELEBRATING

93%

7%

Enthusiasm for 
Science

Yes
No

90%

10%

Feeling Happy

Yes
No

After programming with Wonder Connection, kids & 
teens reported



2,235 KIDS & TEENS SERVED

Patients served in 2022

Psychiatry
614 Patients
141 Sessions/Classes

Pediatrics
1,575 Patients
Average of 48 hours each week spent with 
pediatric patients

Ronald McDonald House
51 adults, 46 kids/teens
12 sessions (April-Dec)



Follow us on social media (@wonderconnection) 

Tell your friends about us

Donate (wonderconnection.org/donate)

Silent Auction (wonderconnection.org/auction)

Share feedback (katie@wonderconnection.org)

YOU CAN HELP



Unsung Hero
Grace Bailey
Research Coordinator – Children’s Research Institute
Nominated by Dr. Melissa Bauserman and Dr. Misty Good

Grace is always ready to help with whatever is needed and her work is top-notch. 
Her creativity, organization and keen eye for detail have been an essential 
component to our submission of successful grant applications. 

Her help with IRBs and manuscripts keeps our research running smoothly and 
quickly disseminated. Her “can do” attitude and high-quality work make her an 
invaluable member of our research team. 

Thank you, Grace!



Evening of Scholarship

• Evening of Scholarship is Thursday, May 25, at the 
Kenan Center

• 4:00-5:00 - Posters session (and appetizers!)
• 5:15-6:15 - Oral presentations
• 6:30-8:00 - Dinner and keynote address

• Reminder: Abstracts are due by 5:00 on Friday, April 28
• Please encourage all learners to submit abstracts
• All 2nd and 3rd year Fellows required to submit



Register for NC Pediatrics Collaborative Meeting

• May 6, 2023 from 9 am - 5 pm for a fun day of learning and 
connecting with your pediatric colleagues from across the 
region.

• Visit https://bit.ly/3GP1hVL or scan the QR code to register

• The NC Pediatrics Collaborative is hosted by Duke 
Children’s, Novant Health Children’s, and UNC Children’s.

• Providing subspecialty updates from specialists across all of 
the institutions. Great opportunity to connect with general 
pediatricians and pediatric subspecialists.

• Moving forward—this will be our annual CME event!
• Next year, Feb 16-18 at The Grandover!

https://bit.ly/3GP1hVL


Welcome to our new providers!
Samantha Tayne, MD, MBA: Pediatric Orthopaedics
• Medical School: Tufts University
• Residency: University of Illinois at Chicago
• Fellowship: Phoenix Children’s and Duke University
• Comes to UNC from Duke

Heather Williams, MD: Primary Care
• MD: East Tennessee State University
• Residency: UNC
• She will be working with our new collaborative primary care 

practice with UNCPN in Pittsboro
• Comes to UNC from Dartmouth



Welcome to our new providers!
Theresa Campbell, MSN, NNP: Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine
• MSN/NNP: Vanderbilt University
• Will be joining the division in May 2023
• She has over 10 years NICU nursing and lactation 

work experience
• Theresa also served over 10 years in the U.S. Army



Angie Smith, MD, MS
Assoc. Dean, Faculty Affairs & Leadership Development 

UNC School of Medicine



Kerry Thomas, MD
Chief GME Officer, UNC Hospitals

Sr. Associate Dean for GME, UNC School of Medicine



Michelle Floris-Moore, MD, MS
Interim Assoc. Dean for Faculty Access & Success 

UNC School of Medicine



Catherine Coe, MD 
Assistant Dean 

Clinical Curriculum

Kelly Smith, MD 
Assistant Dean 
Student Affairs

Kenan Penaskovic, MD 
Assistant Dean 
Student Affairs



Thank You

David Zvara, MD 
Chair 

Anesthesiology

Larry Marks, MD
Chair 

Radiation Oncology



Medicaid Expansion



Roper Hall

• Targeted programs to 
transition in May

• Full academic operation 
by Aug. 1



Match Day 2023

96% Match Rate

64 Students Staying in NC 

28 Specialties

32 States



Development 
Update
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EVENTS SUPPORTING UNC CHILDREN’S  

Throughout March, customers can make donations at 
triangle area Jersey Mike’s restaurants. The campaign will 
culminate with Jersey Mike’s “Day of Giving” on 
Wednesday, March 29 when 100 percent of the day’s sales 
at triangle area locations – not just profits – will go to the 
Fitch Family Comprehensive Pediatric Rehabilitation 
Program.

Join Us March 29th$



FAMILY FUN
Touch A Truck 

Sunday, April 16th

Noon-4pm

The Friday Center

http://www.touchatruckchapelhill.com/

April 17th-May 12th

https://springpinwheels.max.gives/about-us



GET YOUR TICKETS FOR MAY 5TH

https://corksforkids.maxgiving.bid/about-us
For more information contact marybrooks_rice@med.unc.edu 919-818-1336 



TICKETS ON SALE FOR JUNE 3RD
UNC Children’s For the Kids Concert 

https://unckidsconcert.maxgiving.bid/about-us
For more information contact 

marybrooks_rice@med.unc.edu 
919-818-1336 



Quality and Safety

April 2023



This number is only active at locations with UNC Hospitals Police/Security 
or locations in close proximity, such as the ACC.



Wellbeing Program

• A number of resources and tools are available 
from UNC Health’s Wellbeing Program. A few 
highlights include:

• Taking Care of Our Own, a service offered to all 
physicians and housestaff at the UNC Medical Center 
who would benefit from convenient and confidential 
expertise in wellness and mental health

• The Well-Being Toolkit connects health care 
professionals across the system with resources that 
help prevent or mitigate workplace stress. 

• The Integrated Emotional Support Program
connects faculty and staff with emotional support 
resources after adverse patient outcomes



Please visit
www.unchealthcare.org/wellbeing/

for many more information and 
resources

http://www.unchealthcare.org/wellbeing/


Outpatient Quality & Patient Safety Updates

• Tier 1 safety huddles will be implemented 
in all of our outpatient clinics in May.

• Huddles provide a brief, timely opportunity 
to discuss safety or workflow concerns that 
can impact patient care.

• Look for more details soon from your clinic 
manager colleagues. 



Outpatient Quality & Patient Safety Updates

• The Ambulatory Quality Council is looking for pediatric provider 
representation!

• Council meets monthly, currently the 2nd Tuesday at 9:00 am.
• Council provides valuable input: 

• Setting targets for outpatient areas
• Sharing best practices

• Please contact Jessica Simo if you are interested



Resources for Spanish speaking patients and their families

• Please be aware that there are 2 services to help this patient 
population navigate the outpatient world

• UNC Spanish Interpreter Services Voicemail: 984.974.1293
• Patient may call and leave patient name and phone number
• UNC Spanish interpreter will call back with in 24 hrs to help them with the request
• Help with scheduling appts, call nurses/teams with question calls…

• UNC Carolina Conexiones: 984.974.4340
• Volunteer service that works a patient navigators
• Helps with scheduling appointments, calling nurses with clinical questions

• Please consider adding this information to your Clinic visit AVS for 
Spanish speaking patients and families



Clinical Updates



Inpatient Updates

• The UNC Hospital Pediatrics Division is now providing virtual consult 
support to Onslow Hospital for pediatric patients in their Emergency 
Department

• We hope this partnership will help pediatric patients receive quality care 
closer to home 

• This will optimize transfers to UNC providers at NH-NHRMC and occasionally 
to UNC Children’s for patients with care needs not available there



NCCC Construction Started March 20!



Children’s Research Institute

April 2023



UNC Science Expo Booth



Seminar Series

May 9* “Environmental Health Disparities in Maternal and Child 
Health”
Stephanie Eick, PhD, MPH
Assistant Professor of Environmental Health (Emory)
12:30-1:45pm, Bioinformatics 1131 or Zoom

June 13 “From Risk to Resilience: Improving Mental Health 
Among Children and Families Exposed to Adversity”
Danielle Roubinov, PhD
Associate Professor of Psychiatry
12:15-1:30pm, Zoom

*Co-presented by the Center for Environmental Health and Susceptibility and the Children’s Research Institute
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