
 

 Welcome to 

 

TRINITY CHURCH ON THE GREEN  
N E W  H A V E N ,  C O N N E C T I C U T  

God’s love calls us to proclaim with joy the Good News of Jesus Christ, to welcome 

all people into the community of faith, and to serve Christ through serving others.  
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THE EASTER VIGIL 

 

 

The Great Vigil of Easter is the most symbolic, 

meaningful, personal, and experiential service 

of the church year, explaining and 

demonstrating how we move from the Passion 

and death of Jesus Christ to his Resurrection. This 

year our community is dispersed due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. Yet we need to remember 

and experience Jesus’ resurrection – now, more 

than ever.  

 

Participate as fully as you can, wherever you are. Light a candle with us, as we light our 

Pascal candle representing the risen Christ. Ring a bell or bang your pots and pans as we 

proclaim together: “Alleluia. Christ is risen!” Reaffirm your baptismal vows by following 

along in this liturgy, or contemplate a new commitment in your walk of faith. Know that 

we are with you in spirit, holding space for this Vigil that gives full meaning to our 

celebration on Easter morning. 

“This is the night, when all who believe in Christ 

are delivered from the gloom of sin and are restored to grace and holiness of life!” 

 

  



 

3 | P a g e  

LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE  

Celebrant: 

EAR friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from 

death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in 

vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and 

celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 

Let us pray. 

 GOD, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: 

Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly 

desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.                   

 THE PASCHAL CANDLE 

 

 

 

THE EXSULTET 

The Deacon sings the following ancient text as all remain standing 

EJOICE now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels,  

and let your trumpets shout Salvation  

for the victory of our mighty King. 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth,  

bright with a glorious splendor,  

for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church,  

and let your holy courts, in radiant light,  

resound with the praises of your people. 

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame,  

pray with me to God the Almighty  

for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light;  

through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever, 

Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

(all are seated) 

The Celebrant then says 

ET us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how God saved the people in ages past; 

and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 

ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA (seated)                 Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

S Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on 

them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because 

there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What 

have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let 

us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 

than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see 

the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today 

you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” Then the 

Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up 

your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the 

sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; 

and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 

And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, 

his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army 

moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place 

behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there 

with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. Then Moses 

stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and 

turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry 

ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, 

and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the 

morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and 

threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with 

difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against 

Egypt.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may 

come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his 

hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, 

the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 

chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them 

remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for 

them on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and 

Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against 

the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went 

out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the Lord, for 

he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 

L 

A 
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HYMN 679 (sung by all, standing) Thomas Merton 

 

Priest: Let us pray. 

 GOD, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered 

by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a 

sign for us of the salvation of all nations. Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be 

numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

A NEW HEART AND A NEW SPIRIT (seated)                                                Ezekiel 36:24-28 

 WILL take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your 

own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your 

uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new 

spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart 

of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe 

my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my 

people, and I will be your God. 

Priest:         Let us pray.     (Silence) 

 

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant 

of reconciliation: Grant that all  who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show 

forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

O 
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HYMN 658  “As longs the deer for cooling streams” Martyrdom 

(sung by all, standing) 

 

Celebrant:  Let us pray.     (Silence) 

OD, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the earth by your 

Spirit: Give now the water of life to those who thirst for you, that they may bring forth 

abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and you renew your commitment to Jesus 

Christ?  

Candidates I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 
  

The Baptismal Covenant 

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father? 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

G 



 

7 | P a g e  

 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

All: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day 

he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

 

Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 

and in the prayers? 

All: I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant:          Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

return to the Lord? 

All: I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant:  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

All: I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant:         Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

All: I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of  

 every human being? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 

 

THE EASTER ACCLAMATION (remain standing) 

Celebrant:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All:  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

 

At the Easter Acclamation, the candles on the Altar are lighted. Traditionally, bells may be rung and the 

People are sprinkled with Holy Water from the Baptismal Font to remind them of their own Baptism. We 

invite the people to commemorate these traditions in their own fashion this year. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS, HYMN 421 (sung by all, standing)  Allein Gott in die Höh 

 

THE COLLECT FOR EASTER 

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 GOD, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir 

up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being 

renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

O 
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GOSPEL (remain standing)                                Matthew 28:1-10 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew; 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

fter the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for 

an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and 

sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him 

the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, "Do not be 

afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has 

been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his 

disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 

there you will see him.' This is my message for you." So they left the tomb quickly with fear 

and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" 

And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, 

"Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me." 

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord; 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

SERMON (seated)    The Rev. Heidi Thorsen, Assistant Rector 

THE PEACE (all stand) 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you.  

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY How Beautiful Are the Feet George Frederic Handel 
(sung by the Cantor, congregation seated) (1685-1759) 

 

How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 

     and bring glad tidings of good things. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (remain standing) BCP, p. 361 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (said by all) 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory.  Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 

in the highest. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (kneeling or standing) BCP, p. 361 

A 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (said by all)   BCP, p. 364 

THE FRACTION  

Bishop: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Bishop:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived, 

died, and rose again for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

DURING COMMUNION Come Away to the Skies from The Southern Harmony 

(sung by the Cantor) arr. Jack W. Burnam 

 

Come away to the skies, my beloved, arise and rejoice in the day thou wast born; 

On this festival day, come exulting away, and with singing to Zion return. 

Now with singing and praise let us spend all the days by our heavenly Father bestowed; 

While his grace we receive, from his bounty we live to the honor and glory of God. 

We with thanks do approve the design of that love which hath joined us to Jesus’ name; 

So, united in heart, let us nevermore part, ‘till we meet at the feast of the Lamb. 

 
(this arrangement is drawn from a hymn in The Hymnal 1982, #213). 

 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER   

TERNAL God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 

Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING (The Celebrant blesses the people) 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

May Christ who was raised from the dead guide our walk into newness of life. Amen. 

May our old self that is crucified with him be freed from sin. Amen. 

May our unity with him strengthen our faith that we will also live with him. Amen. 

And the blessing of God, the Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with 

you, always.  Amen. Alleluia! 

E 
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HYMN 207 (all, standing)                                   “Jesus Christ is risen today”                                  Easter Hymn 
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DISMISSAL  

Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

POSTLUDE                         Improvisation on Easter Hymn                                                                            

 

 
Copyright acknowledgements 
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Music: THOMAS MERTON, Ray W. Unwin (b. 1950). © 1984 Ray W. Unwin. 
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CONTACT TRINITY 
www.trinitynewhaven.org 
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