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MOCKINGBIRD 

 

One of the South’s most iconic birds is also the 

official “state bird” of Florida, Texas, 

Tennessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas. The 

Northern Mockingbird, along with the cardinal 

and mourning dove, is probably the most 

commonly seen bird in Victoria Park — and the 

most commonly heard. This robin-sized bird — 

all gray on top, white underneath, and with 

distinctive white wing patches — is famous for 

its vocal repertoire. Besides its own specific 

songs, it can imitate the songs of many other 

birds, from wrens to eagles, as well as the 

sounds of cats, frogs, insects, and cars. Each 

song is repeated 3 or more times before the male 

Mockingbird switches to the next one, and it 



occasionally sings even at night, especially 

under a full moon. 

Scientists believe that the evolutionary basis of 

this rich, varied medley of voices is sexual 

selection. It signals the male’s fitness. A female 

Mockingbird listens to the males in her 

neighborhood and selects a mate with the most 

energetic, diverse vocal abilities. Theoretically, 

this male will also be the fittest, most intelligent, 

most experienced, and most capable of siring a 

brood and passing on these traits to their young. 

The Mockingbird is a fierce defender of its nest 

and babies, attacking crows, hawks, cats, and 

even people that it considers threats. In fact, 

studies have shown that this highly intelligent 

bird can recognize the faces of people who have 

previously invaded its space or touched its nest 

and will specifically pick them out in a crowd 

and attack them as intruders! 

Even though it’s usually associated with the 

South, the Northern Mockingbird can be found 

throughout the country and just across our 

northern border into Canada. Its preferred 



habitats are residential areas with lawns and 

shrubbery, as well as pastures and open woods, 

where it feeds on insects and fruits. It is 

non-migratory and is with us year-round. 


