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EASTERN SCREECH OWL 

 

Once the sun goes down, an entirely different 

suite of animals emerges from hiding and begins 

to search for food and mates. Tree frogs, toads, 

armadillos, bobcats, black bears, bats, mice, 

katydids, and many other creatures that hide 

during the daylight hours become active in the 

darkness. Perhaps the most familiar members of 

this nocturnal group are the owls, of which 

Victoria Park has 3 different kinds: Great 

Horned, Barred, and Eastern Screech. 

 

I often hear and sometimes see the huge Great 

Horned Owls in our community, especially in 

late November and December when they begin 



their hooting. The somewhat smaller and darker 

Barred Owl is the most frequently seen owl in 

Florida. But the tiny Eastern Screech Owl is 

difficult to find, not only because of its small 

size (7 to 9 inches high) and nocturnal habits but 

because of its superb camouflage. Screech Owls 

occur in 2 different color variations — 

reddish-brown and gray — and each one blends 

in so well with the bark, branches, and foliage 

of trees that it’s almost impossible to see this 

owl as it perches with its eyes closed and ear 

tufts erect, even in the daytime. 

 

In recent drives along the dirt roads of nearby 

Tiger Bay State Forest around dusk I’ve been 

hearing the unmistakeable calls of Eastern 

Screech Owls — a distinctive descending 

whinnying and a long, low, mellow trilling. In 

most cases this is the only evidence that this owl 

gives of its presence in an area. However, 

during the nesting season they seek out old 

woodpecker holes and other cavities in trees in 

which to lay and incubate their eggs and feed 



their young. People who have dead trees on 

their properties are sometimes lucky enough to 

see these secretive owls peeking out of such 

holes. And other folks have been successful in 

attracting Screech Owls to their yards by 

fastening nest boxes to trees. 

 

Screech Owls prey on mice, frogs, insects, 

crayfish, worms, small birds, and even fish. 

They use both their superb vision and hearing to 

hunt. They live throughout the eastern U.S. in 

woodlands, farms, parks, and residential areas 

with trees. 


