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MYTH:Taking arts classes doesn't 
lead to employment opportunities.

FACT:New Jersey has numerous 
employment opportunities 
in the Creative Industries.

New Jersey is home to 20,000 arts-related businesses...

...which employ 75,000 people

Nationally, 702,000 businesses involved in the 

creation or distribution of the arts employ

2.9 million people

Source: New Jersey School Performance Reports, released by the New Jersey State Department of Education 

for the 2015/2016 school year (released in 2017)
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3,596 in MUSIC

professionAL

7,223Statewide
NJ By the Numbers

ARTS EDUCATORS

Source: Rutgers-Eagleton Poll, 2017

NJ residents believe an arts education is important:

10
90%

89%
93%

during theschool day through cultural organizations in theircommunity
through before-or after-schoolprograms

New Jerseyans believe arts 
education helps students:

become more creative and imaginative                     87%

81%
improve communication skills                         74%

become more tolerant of other cultures   73%
develop discipline and perseverance     69%

improve academic performance    60%gain workforce/career skills     53%

Source: Rutgers-Eagleton Poll, 2017

Source: Americans for the Arts. (2015). 

The Creative Industries in New Jersey.

MYTH:Colleges and employers don't 
value arts-based learning.

FACT:Arts-based learning prepares
students for college and careers.Compared to the average scientist, how much 

more likely is a Nobel laureate to have

Workplace creativity is increasingly important to:

Source: Root-Bernstein, R., Allen, L., Beach, L., Bhadula, R., Fast, J., Hosey, C., ... & Podufaly, A. (2008). Arts 

foster scientific success: Avocations of nobel, national academy, royal society, and sigma xi members. Journal of 

Psychology of Science and Technology, 1(2), 51-63.

Source: Lichtenberg, J., Woock, C., & Wright, M. 

(2008). Ready to innovate: Are educators and 

executives aligned on the creative readiness of the 

U.S. workforce? New York, NY: The Conference 
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and
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Arts-Based Skills?

See more stories at ArtsEdNow.org

creative partner

ARTS ED NJ
Many Partners. One Voice.

by 2020:

CAMPAIGN

WHO
BE AN AMBASSADOR!

• Students: Take more arts classes! Tell your story. 

How has arts ed made you be a better student/person?

• Parents: Encourage your kids to participate in arts 

education. Get educated about its impact, speak out 

and organize other parents to get involved.

• Teachers: Bring Arts Ed Now into the classroom. 

Speak out and organize other teachers to get 

involved.

•  Community Leaders: Share Arts Ed Now with your 

circles of in�uence. Engage Boards, organizations 

and institutions to promote arts education.

•  Policy-makers and Administrators: Push for more  

 dedicated resources for arts education at the state 

and district levels.

WHY
• Students who participate in arts education do 

better in school and in life!

• The longer students are engaged in arts 

education, the better they do overall.

• State policies aren’t being maximized to engage 

students in arts education.

• Not all NJ students have the same access 

to arts education.

• Local ambassadors can make a di�erence! 

We can in�uence what’s o�ered in schools and 

how much students participate in arts education.

WE NEED IT

CAN TAKE ACTION?

• All NJ students will have access to arts education

• Increase the number of schools providing more than two art forms

• Increase arts participation in elementary and middle schools to 100%

• Increase arts participation in high schools to 60%

• Increase school engagement with community resources

• Develop a statewide network of local stakeholders

A statewide campaign to increase active participation in arts education at all schools in New Jersey.

GOALS

Active creative learning is good for all students…and good for New Jersey! LET’S DO MORE
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ACTION ITEMS
Join the Facebook group to share ideas!

Search for: 
“Arts Ed Now” Jump into 

CAMPAIGN 

CENTRAL!

ArtsEdNow.org

STATS & STORIES

• Learn more about the impact of arts ed!

• Visit “Campaign Central” to see what’s happening at your

own local school.

• Raise local awareness, advocate for change with online tools.

• Stay in touch with the statewide movement to share stories and ideas!

Sponsored by:

2-Sided Fact Sheet

FALL WINTER

SUMMER SPRING

Be An Arts Ed Advocate
All Year Round!

Get ready for a great year in 
#ArtsEdNow!

Join in the celebration! #BecauseOfArtsEd

#VoteArtsEd

October is National Arts & Humanities Month 
 - a coast-to-coast collective recognition of the 

importance of culture in America.
A great opportunity to bring 
your community together to 

recognize student 
accomplishments.

In March, celebrate Dance, 
Music, Theatre, & Visual Arts!

NJ Counties showcase 
outstanding artistic talent 

in their communities.

Visit the

Teacher
Toolkit!

ArtsEdNow.org

Celebrate students and their 
educators who should 
be recognized for their 

exemplary work in creative 
writing, speech, dance, music, 

theatre and visual arts.

Nominate an exceptional 
student to represent your 

community!

Recognize a year of creativity, 
growth, and achievement!

Visit ArtsEdNow.org to 
learn the facts, get 

resources, and prepare 
for a new school year.

11 x 17 Advocate Seasonal Poster

CHANGE AGENT

DID YOU KNOW? NJ Standards call for every 
School District in NJ to provide  sequential learning 
of dance, music, theatre and visual arts K-12.

10 TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED

Arts Ed Now makes it easy to connect with others 
to advocate for arts education. Join the Facebook 
group, and sign up to receive ambassador updates 
and new campaign info. 
ArtsEdNow.org/project/team-up/
Receive Ambassador Updates

Connect with others2.

Check the data at ArtsEdNow.org to �nd out how 
your school stacks up. Talk with other stakeholders 
& ambassadors to identify the issues in your 
community that you hope to change. 
ArtsEdNow.org/get-active

IDENTIFY THE NEED3.

Arts Ed Now is your source for the tools you most 
need to make change. Visit the Campaign Tools 
page to see all materials, and be sure to check out
the Local Heroes & Success Stories pages to learn 
how others have put the materials to work! 
ArtsEdNow.org/campaign-tools/
ArtsEdNow.org/see-examples/ (Local Heroes)
ArtsEdNow.org/success-stories/

EXPLORE THE 
TOOLS & RESOURCES

4.

Once you are ready to make a plan, download 
templates from ArtsEdNow.org and use them to 
identify and organize action steps.
ArtsEdNow.org/project/make-a-plan/

MAKE A PLAN5.

Arts Ed Now is a statewide public engagement 
campaign to increase active participation in arts 
education at all schools in New Jersey. Visit 
campaign central for more details and campaign 
goals. ArtsEdNow.org/about-the-campaign

KNOW THE LANDSCAPE1.
The message you communicate is important. 
Arts Ed Now provides resources to help with what 
to say and how to say it. Learn from others’ Success 
Stories, then download the story telling template 
to tell your story in an e�ective way!
ArtsEdNow.org/project/talking-points-and-tips/
ArtsEdNow.org/project/stories/

CRAFT YOUR MESSAGE6.

Once you begin to execute your plan, remember 
to document and share how your team of 
ambassadors took local action in your community. 
Your good work could become a shining example, 
like many other Arts Ed Now Local Heroes and 
Success Stories! 
ArtsEdNow.org/see-examples/

LAUNCH THE PLAN7.

Reviewing outcomes that result from your action 
steps is important. What did you learn from the 
actions you took? Which Arts Ed Now tools
or resources will you need to take additional steps?
ArtsEdNow.org/campaign-tools/

REFINE THE PLAN8.

Be sure to stay informed and remain connected 
with other arts education advocates. This will help 
you and your team of ambassadors to identify
any new needs or issues related to arts education!
ArtsEdNJ.org/e-newsletter/

STAY INFORMED9.

Successes are meant to be celebrated and shared!
Use the hashtag #artsednow when sharing photos 
or video on Social Media and submit your story or 
photos to the Arts Ed NJ newsletter.
ArtsEdNow.org/project/get-story-told/

CELEBRATE SUCCESS!10.
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Get started with the 
“Change Agent” Tipsheet
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www.ArtsEdNow.org

TODAY AN ARTS STUDENT
TOMORROW . . .

ARTS ED NOW

#ArtsEdNow
Tag and Share
 on Instagram 
@ArtsEdNow!

“Today an Arts Student...” Sign


