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STAY CURIOUS!
Experience hundreds of fun, hands-on exhibits

Go back to the moon at the NASA Glenn Visitor Center

Immersive, giant-screen Cleveland Clinic DOME Theater

The greatest live science shows

Spend a day with Camp Curiosity

Visit GreatScience.com

You can be a blessing 
to Blessing House

Blessing House is a children’s crisis care center that 
provides temporary residential care for children, birth 
through age 12, when their families are experiencing a 
crisis and have no other safe place for them to stay.

Blessing House is open every day of the year and 
is sta�ed with trained employees who care for the 
children in a safe and loving environment.

The number of children for whom Blessing House 
provides services has outgrown the current home. The  
“Be Part of the Heart” campaign is looking for 
donations to help build a new facility that will better 
serve the community.

You can donate at:  
www.blessinghouse.org

440-240-1851
info@blessinghouse.org
BlessingHouse.org

Blessing House is an independent faith-based non profit organization.

Learn more about our work:
www.wrlandconservancy.org

OUTSIDE IS THE BEST SIDE.

Attorney finds fulfillment giving back 
to Hospice of the Western Reserve 

Hospice of the Western Reserve (HWR) volunteer Mia 
Garcia is one of Cleveland’s most enthusiastic supporters 
so it is only fi tting that she makes her home in the Play-
house Square District. An attorney in Frantz Ward’s estate 
planning practice, Garcia is a San Francisco native, but 
has been a proud Clevelander for over seven  years.

Her decision to volunteer was inspired by her personal 
experiences. “I was a caregiver for my father, so I see this 
as a way to pay forward the generosity and kindness I re-
ceived,” she said. She completed her volunteer training in 
December 2017.

Volunteers are vital members of the HWR team, sup-
porting the nonprofi t agency’s mission in a variety of ways  
- whether at a patient’s bedside or through administrative 
services. Over the past two years, Garcia has served in a 
number of capacities. 

As a volunteer for HWR’s By Your Side program 
she provided a comforting bedside presence in the fi nal 
hours. “The end of life is such a profoundly human expe-
rience,” she said. “Every conversation, every hand held, 
comforting hug, or listening ear, helps me gain a better 
perspective. It’s a stage where patients can feel hopeless-
ness or lack of control. If I can bring them to the pres-
ent moment with a conversation or shared experience, I 
like to think that it gives a deeper sense of purpose and 
dignity.”

Currently, Garcia volunteers in signifi cant volunteer 

leadership roles, as a mem-
ber of HWR’s Planned 
Giving Advisory Council 
and on the planning com-
mittee for Walk to Re-
member, the agency’s larg-
est community fundraiser. 

“As a nonprofi t, HWR 
relies on donor contribu-
tions to provide unique 
services that are not re-
imbursed by insurance, 
such as pediatric hospice 

care, art and music therapy, grief and trauma resources 
to schoolchildren that experience loss and summer camps 
for children coping with grief,” she said.

“The agency makes the patient and family experience 
its driving force and does not compromise on its values 
for the sake of the bottom line. Whether it is providing the 
gift of volunteer time or leaving a bequest as part of an 
estate plan, there are so many ways to support this orga-
nization that is constantly fi nding new ways to serve our 
community.”

For information about volunteering, visit Hospicewr.
org/volunteer. To make a secure online gift supporting 
HWR’s mission in the community, visit Hospicewr.org/
donate.

Special Moments 
with Family at the 

Ronald McDonald House
The Ronald McDonald House of Cleveland is a 

sprawling 55-family House set on beautifully landscaped 
grounds. It is a welcoming and supportive place to stay 
for families who come to Cleveland for their child’s med-
ical care.  Staffed with friendly and helpful volunteers, 
the House has intimate spaces for solitude and communi-
ty areas for activities. Guests need not look far to fi nd the 
comforts of home, camaraderie of other families or a car-
ing person ready to lend an ear. It is in this environment 
that families are able to step back from their worries and 
experience special moments that make memories for life. 
Kelly Mata and her son John found themselves at RMH 
last holiday season. Here, she describes their experience.

“We came to participate in the Intensive Pediatric 
Feeding Program at the Cleveland Clinic. The program 
was intense and stressful. We were there 5 days a week 
from 8:00am - 4:30pm undergoing therapy. We did this 
for nearly 12 weeks. 

Our experience at RMH was overwhelmingly positive. 
The staff and volunteers were supportive and understand-
ing of our needs. As a parent, it’s very distressing to see 
your child endure any type of serious medical treatment. 
The last thing you want to do is commute in traffi c, fi g-
ure out where to park, or worry about what’s for dinner. 
At the Ronald McDonald House, I didn’t have to worry 
about these things. Everything from meals to shuttle bus-
es to the amenities of the rooms; it’s taken care of and 
lifted off the shoulders of the parents. I was able to put all 
my focus and energy on supporting my son and his needs. 
That was a real gift to me as a mom. 

Being at RMH during the holidays was a very special 

experience. The House is festive every day. We were able 
to see musical performances, decorate cookies, make 
gingerbread houses, watch movies, see Santa Claus, and 
of course there were presents. A wonderful photographer 
volunteered her time to take pictures of families staying 
at the House. This was a real treat as John had to miss his 
school pictures last year. This is often the case for fami-
lies at the House—missing out on routine daily life such 
as school pictures or family holiday portraits. We were 
very grateful for the volunteers who fi lled in these gaps 
by providing their services.”

 For more family stories or to donate, visit www.RM-
Hcleveland.org

John and Kelly Mata, photographed at RMH 
by Cat Carrillo

Cleveland Public Library Foundation “Black, White 
& REaD, an Anniversary Affair”  

This past summer the Cleveland Public Library 
(CPL) celebrated its 150th anniversary with a street 
party so big that by design, it shut down lower Supe-
rior Avenue. Last month CPL added frosting to their 
cake with a very special celebration, BLACK, WHITE 
& REaD, an Anniversary Affair. 

Cleverly, organizers used their own information-
packed main building as party central - every hallway 
has a fascinating curated display to offer. More than 
420 patrons at the sold-out event roamed from the 
fi rst-fl oor former main reading room to the third fl oor, 
where some of the Library’s greatest treasures held in 
Special Collections can be found. 

In attendance were nationally recognized authors 
with ties to Ohio, including Loung Ung, Phil Metres, 
DM Pulley, Dan Chaon, Paula McLain, and Raquel 
Eatmon, who mixed and mingled with guests through-
out the evening, from cocktail hour off the regal, mar-
bled entrance on the fi rst fl oor, to the seated formal 
dinner on the second fl oor. 

This event was the fi rst for the Cleveland Public Li-
brary Foundation, formerly Friends of the Library. The 
501(c) (3) organization exists to raise philanthropic 
support “to be more strategic, to buttress and diver-
sify revenue beyond the core,” according to Shenise 
Johnson-Thomas, Chief of External Relations and De-
velopment for the Foundation. 

Fifth Third Bank executive Robert (Bob) Pincus, who 
has been on the board of the Friends of CPL, now the 
Foundation, for 30 years was honored for his outstanding 
service and leadership, as was attorney Thomas D. Cor-

rigan, who has been a trustee on the board of the library 
for 34 years, and president of the board twice. 

The Anniversary Affair raised over $7,000 towards a 
newly established Transportation Fund to help school-
children enjoy quality-rich library programming. CPL 
is scheduled to open the reinvented Dr. Martin Luther 
King Junior Branch in University Circle in January 
2020. With friends like these, and a reinvented, robust 
foundation behind the institution, that opening day is 
sure to be a success. STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY RITA KUEBER
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