
Article for July -- synopsis of WIA meeting 2020  

WORD IN ACTION Core Group report 

Meetings of the Word in Action Core Group by means of ZOOM connections are being used to move 

forward our congregation’s vital programs despite the Covid 19 restrictions. Indeed it is even more 

crucial that we stay focused on these efforts to reach out even if we are not together in person.  

Calls to members of the congregation are being conducted by volunteers from the WIA team and 

others to let you all know we are thinking about you and eager to identify areas of need, any special 

requests for prayers, or help with problem solving. Happily we have found the members of our 

congregation coping very well, eager to stay connected and supportive of the out-reach efforts 

underway. 

RAIHN Volunteers are finding a much different situation for our next rotations. The families served by 

RAIHN are staying at a Greece hotel, contacts being limited to just RAIHN Day Center Staff, who 

distribute to them the initial week’s-worth of disposable paper goods, snacks and essential breakfast 

and lunch items, and a financial contribution in the form of gift cards to Wegmans or Walmart for each 

of the families as donated by the volunteers from the host and support congregations. Our 

congregation, as the Host Congregation will provide the initial week’s-worth of supplies and food. We 

are also encouraging financial donations from our volunteers to be sent to the church office, designated 

on the comment line as being for Support of the RAIHN Rotation to help purchase the necessary gift 

cards. The next rotation starts August 10th and likely the November rotation will be under the same 

guidelines due to the Covid 19 restrictions. 

Our Next to New Sale had to be postponed obviously, but we hope to be able to continue collecting 

items for the eventual sale when it is again safe to do so, with Christy Flaim as our coordinator.  

Mustard Seed Kitchen as coordinated by Kim Byer tried distributing a bagged meal in April but found 

this was not the answer for our usual MSK attendees. We are eager to restart such a meal program, as 

guidelines are upgraded and our church can do this safely.  

 

Camperships are also a victim of strict restrictions leading to cancelation of any Lake Chautauqua 

Lutheran Center summer camps this year. Thanks to generous contributions we have a budget ready to 

offer this program to at least 3 youth for 2021! 

 

Dominican Republic Health Care Project support has been maintained by fundraisers in the past such as 

parking for the Park Avenue Festival (canceled) and Coffee Sales managed by Sue Gerber. We will be 

offering an opportunity for the coffee inventory remaining at Incarnate Word to be available for sale 

soon, and through generous donations from our members, have been able to continue our usual level of 

support for Joanne Peterson’s work in the Dominican Republic but encourage any financial contributions 

for this mission to be sent to the church to be forwarded to that vital project.  

 

World Hunger is another fundraising project that has suffered from our not being together to talk about 

it. Eila Harkonen-Hart is helping to publicize the easy to navigate offer to provide Matching Funds for 

any contribution to World Hunger through the ELCA Website.  


