
“So the Lord said to Moses, ‘Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the 

elders of the people…bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you. I 

will come down and talk with you there; and I will take some of the spirit that is on you and put it on 

them; and they shall bear the burden of the people along with you so that you will not bear it all by 

yourself.’”  (Numbers 11:16-17). 

 

The English poet John Donne, writing in the 17th century, famously penned that “no man is an island,” 

comparing people to countries, and arguing for the interconnectedness of all people with God.  Nothing 

against this famous poet, but his sentiments though “spot on” do not originate with him.  The Bible has 

always been about interconnectedness and the mutual sharing of burdens.  Whether it be God entering 

into partnership with humanity in the stewarding of creation (Genesis 2:15), or Jesus promising rest to 

all who are weary and carrying heavy burdens (Matthew 11:28), the thread of interconnectedness has 

always been woven tightly between God and his creation.  

Interconnectedness is a good thing, except when it’s not. Over the past couple of months, we have 

experienced first hand the dangers of interconnectedness in pandemic proportions resulting in weeks of 

being told to “stay home, save lives.”   I’m not claiming that there are any silver linings here, but what 

I’ve observed in our congregation over the past many weeks is our stubborn refusal to disconnect.  

Though physically separated one from another, many of us continue to check in by Zoom or by phone 

every single week.  Despite the literal miles separating many of us, we have managed to come together 

weekly by video conferencing in fellowship, choir socials, Bible study, Core and Council meetings, and 

soon in Pub Theology!  We’ve even managed to continue feeding the hungry in our community!  In 

short, the work of the church has not been stopped.  You are I are living proof that the work of our 

amazing and awesome God is unstoppable.  Echoing the church’s earliest apostolic days when 

gatherings happened in homes, the gospel has been deployed in our homes and throughout our 

community.  In these unprecedented and trying times, you and I have had to be creative in staying 

connected with each other, with God, and with the world; and that’s not been easy.  

A long time ago, Moses discovered for himself that following God and staying connected with 

community was not always easy.  In fact, it was overwhelming.  Every day was a wilderness journey with 

all the fears and grief that accompany new and unprecedented experiences.  Much like us in our own 

time, Moses found himself uncertain of the future; wandering in a world he had never seen before; 

perplexed by the question of how God would get him and his people through another day; wondering 

how or if they would even survive. 

“You will not bear it all by yourself” says God.  There’s the good news! Like cream cheese slathered on 

an “Everything Bagel,” we’re told that in trying times, God spreads his spirit among the people, 

empowering the community for the difficult journey to come.  And make no mistake about it, the 

journey is difficult.  But no one is doing it alone.  

You don’t need me to tell you that we are in the wilderness; journeying in new territory that comes with 

profound risk.  But maybe you do need me to tell you that we’re going to be okay.  I don’t have a crystal 

ball and I can’t predict what our future will look like.  All I can tell you is what I’ve seen.  I’ve seen you 

striving to stay connected by tuning in to our Sunday worship services; and coming to Bible studies and 

Fellowship Hour. I’ve seen you reaching out to check on some of our most vulnerable members; I’ve 



seen you continuing to share your gifts of time and treasure helping ensure the longevity of the gospel 

here at Incarnate Word and beyond.   In you, I have seen God at work, and because of that, I know that 

we’re not alone; that together we will make it through this wilderness bearing one another’s burdens, 

shining light in the darkness; being Christ to each other and to the world.  

For now though, the activities of the church have been moved off the “launch pad” that is our building 

at 597 East Avenue, taking root in our homes.  For now, God’s spirit of worship, fellowship, prayer, 

education, and outreach has moved from the pews and altar table, to our living room couches, our 

dining room tables, our breezeways and back decks.  The sacred space of 597 East Avenue has now 

become the holy ground in our homes.  In short, our homes are anything but islands of isolation.  In 

these pandemic times, they have become places of powerful interconnectedness where the line 

between heaven and earth is at its thinnest.  

When it is safe to do so, we will all come back together at 597 East Avenue.  But only when it’s safe; only 

when precautions can be put into place that minimize the risk of infection.  The staff and leadership of 

our congregation are working tirelessly at this moment in putting together a comprehensive plan that 

abides by all health department standards and synodical guidelines for communal safety.  As we get 

closer to the time when we all come back together, detailed information will be shared letting you know 

step by step how we will stay safe and well.   But until that time, stay home and stay connected.  You are 

not alone. In Christ, our lives have been woven into a beautiful tapestry of love and compassion.  In 

Christ, our lives have become holy ground upon which our interconnectedness is sown and nourished 

for the life of the world. 

 

Peace and Love,  

Pastor Doug 

 

 

 


