
Procedures for Resuming In-Person Worship 

 

As we prepare to meet at 597 East Avenue again, we have put together procedures and 

requirements to maintain as safe an environment as possible. We ask anyone who comes into 

the building to adhere to the following rules. 

While we all “want” to come physically back together again as a community of faith, we realize 

that what we want to do and what we feel comfortable doing can be different. Please do not 

feel guilty or pressured to return to in-person worship. We will be continuing our services 

online.  Please only come when you feel that you are ready.  That being said, we strongly 

encourage all who are able, to be vaccinated as soon as possible. 

Please note: Re-opening our building is always contingent on local and state rates of 

infection.  This could change at any time. 

Before Arrival: 

1. If you are not feeling well, we ask for your own safety as well as others, that you not 

attend any in-person worship, events, or activities. 

a. If you test positive for Covid-19 after having been in Incarnate Word’s building, 

please contact Pastor Doug or Linda Northrup as soon as possible that we may 

begin contact tracing immediately. 

Upon Arrival: 

1. Exterior doors by the elevator entrance will be propped open (weather permitting) or 

opened by one of the ushers. 

2. Only one person will be allowed in the first-floor restroom at a time.   

3. Public access will be limited to the first floor of our building only. 

4. Everyone must wear a mask at all times.  We are operating under the assumption that 

there are still some among us who are not vaccinated, and so we will continue at this 

time to care for our most vulnerable neighbor and continue wearing masks while 

indoors.  If you do not have one or have forgotten one, we will have additional masks 

available (to be kept and not returned.) 

5. Hand sanitizing stations will be available at all entrances to the sanctuary.  Please use 

them upon entering and exiting the sanctuary. 

6. You will all be asked to check-in on the attendance sheet in the event we need to make 

contact because someone later tests positive for the virus. 

7. Temperatures will be taken of all who enter the building. 

8. Everyone must maintain a physical distance of at least 6 feet from anyone not in your 

immediate household. 



9. Please sit only in designated areas in household groups or individually 6 feet apart.  Pews 

will be marked for seating.  You may not be able to sit in your usual spot and the ushers 

may need to move people around to make use of the designated space. 

 

During Worship 

1. On-line services will continue to be offered every week. 

2. Hymnals have been temporarily removed from the pews.  You will find everything you 

need for worship in your bulletin which may be picked up as you enter the sanctuary. 

3. No singing is allowed at this time.  Because transmission of droplets goes farther when 

singing, we will not be able to sing.  Music will be provided by the Music Director and 

any other designated worship leader. 

4. Offering.  You are asked to place your offering in the collection plate upon entering or 

leaving the sanctuary.  You may also continue to mail your offerings to the church office. 

5. Leaving worship.  You must take your worship bulletin with you after worship.  Please 

continue to maintain a safe distance as you leave and exit the building immediately.  

Feel free to converse from a safe distance with others outside in the parking lot. 

 

Other Events 

Unfortunately, we are not able to have any in-person fellowship gatherings or educational 

activities at this time.  We will continue to look for the safest ways to modify some of our 

activities for the future. 

Final Note 

Please encourage and support one another in maintaining these practices. As news and 

information changes, we will make any needed and necessary adjustments; This may include 

closing our building again.  We will keep you updated as information is updated. 

 


