
A View from the Pew 

I’ve always had difficulty understanding how some people can say they believe in God but do not need to 
belong to and participate in a church.  I try to keep an open mind and not be judgmental of people who assert 
this, but the concept is something I cannot fathom.    

I’d learned from an early age about the centrality of having a corporate – and not just personal – experience 
of faith, through the good examples of my parents and extended family and the churches we attended.  For 
full disclosure, I’m  not a “cradle Lutheran” and only discovered the richness of the Lutheran heritage through 
the Lutheran-Episcopal campus ministry at MIT when I was a first-year graduate student.  Finding that much-
needed anchor at an academically challenging time was a clear manifestation of our Triune God’s love for 
me, i.e. in the gifts of community and connectedness when I sorely needed it. 

But I digress!   Back to my childhood roots in long-established mainstream American Baptist congregations in 
New England.  One thing I distinctly remember is the “Church Covenant”, which we read aloud  as a 
congregation whenever we received new members.  I still have a copy of it,  tucked into the end pages of the 
Bible I received as a third grader.   In spite of, or perhaps because of, its quaint wording, the covenant’s last 
sentence is something that has always stuck with me: 

“We moreover engage that when we remove from this place, we will, as soon as possible, unite with 
some other church, where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the Principles of God’s 
Word.” 

And so, when Harold and I “removed” from NJ to Rochester in early 2018,  we knew that one of the first 
things we would do was to seek out a new church home.  It turned out to be an easy search!   After visiting 
Incarnate Word for just one Sunday,  it was “love at first sight”, which has long since grown from an 
infatuation into a stable and abiding relationship.    

How blessed we are that Incarnate Word is here for us!  How wonderful to be welcomed graciously when we 
first visited; to find a church where people of all ages, backgrounds, and circumstances are invited into full 
participation in the congregation’s life; to find a church so much like the one we had just left, where, as one 
of its members observed, “you don’t have to park your brains at the door”; to be able to connect with a 
congregation actively involved in following the principles of Micah 6:8.    

Among the many wonderful attributes of Incarnate Word that nurture our faith and provide connectedness, 
the consistent excellence of the preaching and the music are, of course, paramount.  Second only to those 
for us is  “This Week at Incarnate Word”.   Why?  Because it  provides a much-needed and greatly-appreciated 
bridge from one Sunday to the next.  Its contents underscore that,  although we do need to make time for 
weekly worship and fellowship, we actually spend ever so much more time in other pursuits in our homes 
and workplaces/other venues.  That’s mostly how and where we live as forgiven sinners and as the body of 
Christ in this place at this time.  The “at” in “This Week at Incarnate Word” refers not only to what happens 
at 597 East Avenue, but also connects to the totality of our lives, 24/7/365 and wherever we are.  

Just as “This Week at Incarnate Word” dropping into our in-box is a high point of Monday mornings, so is 
arriving at the end and reading “Pastor’s Ponderings”.  Whether the topic relates directly to the sermon that 
Pastor Doug just preached or goes off in another direction, these messages likewise help make important 
connections between Sunday and the rest of the week.    Sometimes the subject matter in Pastor’s Ponderings 
has been so constructively provocative that I’ve thought of suggesting that we might invite opportunities for 
response and reflection through an occasional column called “Members’ Musings”.   

Well, “Be careful what you wish for.”   Although I’d never mentioned  Member’s Musings to anyone, lo and 
behold,  a similar idea bubbled up independently in discussions in Stewardship Team meetings.  Now we have 



“A View from the Pew”,  launched recently and so masterfully with contributions from Kelley Madden and 
Mike Riethmeier.     

So here I am, the contributor for the next “View”, writing about attributes of Incarnate Word that impressed 
us when we first visited and that we have come to appreciate all the more since then.   There is one more 
thing  I would like to share,  something  that happened just about three years ago to the month, and 
something that was for us, almost literally, a new view from the pew.   

Specifically, this was Consecration Sunday 2018, which was only several weeks after we had started attending 
Incarnate Word in 2018.  At the time, we were still frequently spending weekends back in NJ preparing our 
house for sale, still supporting our church there,  and had not begun the process to transfer our membership 
to Incarnate Word.  Given that we were still just visitors here, we, of course, had neither received nor 
requested stewardship mailings and pledge cards.   

For all those reasons, even though we found ourselves in Rochester and not in NJ on Consecration Sunday, 
we could have decided that this was clearly a Sunday when the service might be less personally relevant, 
when we could just as well sleep in, take a drive to find a nice park for a walk, or dine out for Sunday brunch.   
However, we didn’t do any of those things, and we are so very glad that we attended service instead.  It spoke 
deeply to us,  even though we were not handing in a pledge card yet.  It was one of the best Consecration 
Sundays we can remember ever attending!    

What impressed and moved us the most that day was that the order of worship included the “Service for the 
Affirmation of Baptism”.  This was the first time,  as far as we can recall, we had ever seen it included in a 
Consecration Sunday observance.  We noted how much this experience contrasted with other, more 
traditional contexts for remembering one’s baptism, not only the personal ones, such as recalling the waters 
of baptism daily when one washes one’s face, but also the ones in corporate worship.      

There is, of course,  Easter Vigil, which sometimes does include the entire Affirmation of Baptism, providing 
an opportunity for everyone to recall the promises made at baptism – out loud and together with the entire 
congregation.  As for other occasions, e.g. Confirmation Sundays and the receiving of members from other 
denominations or who were previously baptized but have spent years with no religious affiliation,  the focus 
there is on the confirmands or new members, while the rest of us in the pews just join in for the Apostle’s 
Creed and the brief closing responses about supporting our newly received siblings in Christ.   

In contrast to those experiences, the juxtaposition of the Affirmation of Baptism with the annual gathering 
of financial commitments on  Incarnate Word’s Consecration Sunday was a bit like a plunge into a cold lake 
on a hot summer’s day, at first a bit shocking but then totally refreshing and renewing.  How appropriate it 
was to underscore that the stewardship of our time, possessions, and money sits within the larger reality of 
the well-known expression, “Stewardship is everything we do after we say that we believe.”  On Consecration 
Sunday, we emphasize in particular our financial stewardship.  We recognize that money, as the means of 
exchange, is a critical and foundational tool for sharing God’s grace as people who have received the promises 
of life and salvation through Jesus Christ.  Thus,  we commit ourselves and our congregation to provide the 
means that help us to live out our baptismal promises,   

to live among God's faithful people,  
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper,  
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,  
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,  
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

Coming full-circle, if this “View From the Pew” needed a sub-title, I think I would call it “Incarnate Word 
Strives Faithfully To Do Stewardship Right.”  Thanks be to God! 

- Linda Clark 


