
 “The test of the morality of a society is what it does for its children.” 

~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

I saw my first school bus of the new academic year this past week.  It seems that every year at 

about this time, I see a school bus and I wax sentimental, recalling the days when my own kids 

were returning to school for a new year.  As sad as I always was to see the summer months 

draw to a close, there was always a feeling of excitement anticipating all that my kids would 

experience in the coming school year.  What new things would they learn both in and out of the 

classroom?  What would they discover about the world and about themselves? What kernel of 

knowledge would land in just the right spot to have new dreams and possibilities awakened? 

What teachers would inspire them to be the best versions of themselves, helping shape them 

into wise and compassionate people?   

But times have changed.  Parents, teachers, staff, and administrators are dealing with issues no 

one even imagined possible years ago when my kids were in school.  The Covid pandemic has 

not gone away, nor have the life-threatening dangers that accompany it.   

According to the American Pediatric Association,  

“As of September 2nd, over 5 million children have tested positive for COVID-19 since the 

onset of the pandemic. About 252,000 cases were added the past week, the largest 

number of child cases in a week since the pandemic began. After declining in early 

summer, child cases have increased exponentially, with over 750,000 cases added 

between August 5th and September 2nd.”   

And still mask debates abound.  Still, angry parents confront and threaten educators and school 

boards with bodily violence if mask mandates are enforced.  Still, governors withhold funds 

from school districts that require masks.  I can’t get my head around that lunacy.  A killer virus is 

raging everywhere seeking someone to devour, while a significant number of school-aged 

children cannot yet be vaccinated, and the only known defense to protect kids (facemasks) are 

being vilified?  Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

It's not only the Christian martyr, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who had a few things to tell us about 

children, but Jesus himself had a lot to say about kids. 

“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven.  Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.  If any 

of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would 

be better for you if a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were 

drowned in the depth of the sea…Let the little children come to me, and do not stop 

them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” (Matthew 18 &19). 



 

I’m just going to say it.  If we are willing to put children in harm’s way by fighting the only 

measures that can keep them safe, we are putting a stumbling block before them.  If we are 

politicizing mask mandates because of some misguided sense of the word, “freedom,” then one 

need only look to the Apostle Paul for some Christian guidance.  Paul had a lot to say about 

freedom – but be careful, it may not be the kind of freedom that mask disparaging folks are 

talking about. 

“For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all…I do it all for 

the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.” (1 Corinthians 9).  

For Paul, freedom is always communal, and is never defined as being free from something.  It is 

always about being free to something.  In other words, I am not free from wearing masks or 

getting vaccinated. Christ has set me free to wear masks.  Christ has set me free to be 

vaccinated so that I am not the cause of someone falling ill. 

If we are going to be relevant in the world and in the lives of children, this is the voice which the 

church must claim in these ludicrous mask and vaccine debates.  If we truly believe what the 

scriptures proclaim, that Jesus has a special place in his heart for kids, how can we do any less? 

 

Peace and Love, 
Pastor Doug 

 


