
 

Christmas giving has always been a part of what we do for those who are 

in need at this time of year. 2020 has been unique in so many ways. Our 

usual weekly gathering at church where we could take a pick from the tags 

on the Jesse Tree can’t happen this year. Word in Action and Outreach 

Funding have gotten their heads together and are collaborating in a way 

for this giving to take place in a thoughtful way, by Adopting a Family who 

need our help this Christmas. 

We received details from the staff of the RAIHN program Day Center 

regarding one of the 23 families who have been through the hardship of 

homelessness and are getting back on their feet. This family of 5 does not 

have a car and rely on public transportation. The Mom and Dad and 3 

daughters, ages 13, 10 and 4, sound like a fun and lively household. The 13 

year old enjoys music and is at the age when the Riverdale Show drama is of interest to her, but she also 

voiced a desire to have a skateboard. The 10 year old also enjoys music and dancing, and likes to pick 

out her own clothes. The 4 year old is hoping for some items with the Baby Shark or Peppa Pig theme.  

It is very hard to imagine doing actual shopping for items that would be “just what they wanted” but we 

would like to help by presenting them on December 11th, with gift cards which we will purchase from 

Walmart and Target to be able to make these wishes come true. If you would like to participate, we are 

suggesting that donations in whatever amount you wish be mailed to Incarnate Word with the 

designation Adopt A Family 2020. We are aiming for presenting gift cards in the amount of $200 each 

for the parents and $100 each for the girls. We are also thinking about an extra gift of bus passes and 

maybe some extra special food goodies. Any amount collected that is in excess of what we need for 

sponsoring this family will go into the Outreach Funding account for future needs.  

Thank you for any assistance you can provide to help make this season really reflective of how spreading 

the love of the Christ child can brighten this world around us, especially when it touches the lives of 

those in need.  

 

Joanne Lembach from WIA and Carol Matteson from Outreach Funding 

 

 

 


