
 

Blessed Mother, Motherhood and Life 
By Fr Edward Sheridan, Pastor, St Anthony of Padua, E. Northport 

 

The month of May has traditionally been dedicated to the Blessed 

Mother.  Here at Saint Anthony of Padua Parish, East Northport, we had 

an evening prayer service on Tuesday, May 4th and we had the traditional 

May Crowning. I do remember as a boy participating in this event as a 

boy growing up in Saints Joachim and Anne parish in Queens. 

The Catholic Daughters of America and the Knights of Columbus 

organized this event in our Church. Representatives of our young people 

and our Catholic Daughters participated in this May Crowning. The 

members of the CDA and the Knights of Columbus led us in decades of the Joyful mysteries of 

the Rosary. Of course, the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God holds a special place in our 

hearts.  As Catholics we always pray through the intercession of the saints to God.  We don’t 

pray directly to the saints, we pray directly to God.  But we do pray through the saints and ask 

their intercession.  In general, the saints are men and women like us who show us the way.   I 

must say that as Catholics, intercessory prayers are so powerful.   

 

The Virgin Mary was free form original sin so that she might be the first Tabernacle of our Lord.  

Mary is assumed into heaven in recognition of her pivotal role. Her Yes to be Christ’s mother is 

a key moment in Salvation History.  Blessed Mother Mary, ties into our Yes to All Life, May her 

Fiat be our Fiat in respecting all human life. Without her, we would not have the Incarnation, 

who brought and restored the dignity to all humanity.  

 

During this month of May we celebrate the Motherhood of Mary.  Mary who gave birth to 

Christ, Mary who said yes to the Angel Gabriel that she would be the Mother of our Savior!    

Let us pray to Mary our Mother, the Mother of Christ to intercede for us and to ask her son Jesus 

Christ who is the Divine Physician to heal us and bring us strength! 

We also ask that though the Blessed Mother’s intercession, during this unprecedented time, for 

an end to this pandemic.  We pray during this month of May with Our Holy Father, which Mary 

will intercede for us and ask Jesus Christ, her son to heal our world! 

 

 



Meditate on the Joyful mysteries of the Rosary calling On Mary’s intercession: 

The Joyful Mysteries: 

▪ The Annunciation-Mary says Yes to be the 

Mother of our Lord. Are we willing to follow 

the example of Mary to follow God’s will?  Ask 

the Blessed Mother to intercede for you to say 

Yes to the Lord even in small things. 

 

▪ The Visit of Mary to Elizabeth-Mary visits 

her cousin and travels difficult terrain. Just like 

St John the Baptist who leaps for joy, are we 

able to recognize the presence of Jesus in each 

other and in our lives? 

 

▪ The Birth Jesus-Mary and Joseph- find the stable and Mary gives birth to Jesus-Are we 

willing and able to make room for Jesus in the Inn of our hearts? 

 

▪ The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple- Mary and Joseph Present Jesus in the Temple-

Do we follow the Spirit of the Law in presenting ourselves to God? 

 

▪ The Finding of Jesus in the Temple-  Jesus tells his Mother Mary and St. Joseph that he 

needed to be ion his Father’s house.  Are we comfortable that our hearts are prepared to be 

in God’s House? 


