
 

Dear Friends for Life,  

Fiat Mihi!  

On the Feast of the Annunciation, March 25, we ponder these humble words 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary that changed the course of humanity. When the 

Angel Gabriel announced she was with child, these words were confusing to 

this young, unmarried woman of modest means: “How can this be?” (Lk1:34) 

But, full of grace, she answered “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.  

May it be done to me according to your word.” (Lk 1:38)  Her “Yes!” was a 

complete surrender to God’s will—and not merely to the uncertainty of an 

unplanned pregnancy, but to all she was foretold in the Angel’s message and 

later punctuated in Simeon’s prophecy that a sword would pierce her heart. 

(Lk 2:35) That consent to God’s will brought salvation to mankind.   

In the beginning, “God created man in His image” (Gen 1:27) and, despite man’s fall from grace, 

He “so loved the world that He gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him might 

not perish but might have eternal life.” (John 3:16) In this, we realize the incomparable dignity of 

every human life and the incontrovertible reason that the sacredness of human life is inviolable – 

for no other creature was made like Him or destined to share eternity in communion with Him.    

This year, the Feast of the Annunciation also marks the twenty-fifth-year anniversary of the 

papal encyclical Evangelium Vitae, the Gospel of Life, promulgated by St. Pope John Paul II in 

1995.  Prophetic in its warning about the threats to human life (in particular abortion and 

euthanasia), and the “structure of sin” in our institutions, laws and culture that reinforce these 

grave and systematic attacks on humanity, Evangelium Vitae was not only an instruction on the 

dignity and inviolability of all human life, but also a vision for building a culture of life.  We 

hope for this year to be an opportunity to reconsider this document in a contemporary context, 

realizing these teachings and admonitions are more relevant than ever. 

With this renewed focus on Evangelium Vitae, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

has introduced a new initiative, “Walking with Moms in Need” in which we as a diocese will 

participate.  It is hoped that this program will help us to identify, coordinate and promote 

resources available to help mothers struggling with challenging pregnancies so that every single 

pregnant woman with whom we come into contact will have the means to access everything 

necessary to help her say “Yes!” to God’s will, like the Blessed Virgin Mary did.   

Although the current COVID-19 crisis is affecting our families, communities and our parish life 

in an unprecedented way, (including the delay of our ability to introduce formally the “Walking 

with Moms in Need” initiative at the now-cancelled meeting for Respect Life leaders), we invite 

you to check out these resources on the website: https://www.walkingwithmoms.com/  We will 

be tailoring the program (as presented) to the needs and logistics of our diocese, which will 

simplify some of the materials, but you might want to familiarize yourself with these before our 

meeting is re-scheduled.  



As with every cross we bear in this life, all suffering has meaning and purpose.  This current 

global experience is no different.  God can make good of everything – if we say “Yes!”  So, take 

this time and allow God to make you more loving, more merciful, more humble and more 

prayerful.  Please know our prayers are with you all.  Be safe, be healthy, be holy! 

God bless you, 

Lisa Honkanen M.D 

 

 

 

 

 

 


