
 

WHY SEE THE ROE V. WADE MOVIE? 

 

We are excited to announce that the Roe v. Wade movie will be available to the general public as of 

April 2, 2021.  Archbishop Naumann, Chairman of Prolife Activities for the United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops, has said: “I encourage you to see this film. With some of the artistic liberties of 

the movie industry, the film provides insight into the cultural circumstances that resulted in the Court 

decision that led to more than 62 million American children killed by abortion over the past 48 years.”1 

We agree.  And so, through the Office of Human Life, Family and Bioethics, you can download 

the movie to view at a special 35% discount from April 5 to April 19.  (Before April 5, you can 

pre-order the movie.)  Go to:  www.drvclife.org/movie  

 

Roe v. Wade was decided forty-eight years ago, but its relevance today is undeniable for three reasons: 

 
1 Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann (Homily of Opening Mass, 2021 National Prayer Vigil for Life, January 28, 2021)  
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann - Opening Mass, 2021 National Prayer Vigil for Life | USCCB 

http://www.drvclife.org/movie
https://www.usccb.org/prolife/archbishop-joseph-f-naumann-opening-mass-2021-national-prayer-vigil-life


1. Understanding Roe v. Wade.  On Jan. 22, 2021, the forty-eighth anniversary of Roe v. Wade,  

the Biden-Harris administration issued a statement expressing their commitment to codifying 

the Supreme Court decision that removed all restrictions to abortion in America.2  This would 

advance the Roe v. Wade decision from an interpretation of the law to the law of the land. 

 

In addition, over the last few weeks, several states (Arkansas, Ohio, Oklahoma, and Texas) 

have passed (or intend to pass) legislation prohibiting abortion.  Opposition to these laws is 

expected to be challenged at the level of the Supreme Court and thereby compel the Court to 

re-visit the biased, if not flawed, Roe v. Wade decision of 1973.   

 

We know the Roe v. Wade movie will spur thought and conversation about this devastating 

landmark decision.  In this, we hope that it will strengthen our convictions to oppose any 

proposed laws supporting abortion or any judicial validation of the misguided decision. 

 

2. Understanding the strategy.  Bernard Nathanson, M.D. was one of the leading architects 

of the massive deception campaign that influenced public and cultural sentiment regarding 

abortion in the late 1960’s and early ‘70s.  However, shortly after the Roe v. Wade decision, he 

was shaken by the reality of ultrasound images during the abortion procedure.  He was  

brought to a profound conversion and became a staunch advocate for the lives of those not 

yet born.  As part of his crusade to undo what he had done, he exposed the nefarious strategy 

behind his and his colleagues’ agenda to normalize abortion:   

 

1.) they framed the argument around choice rather than the direct taking of human life  

2.) they fabricated statistics and repeated them often  

3.) they engaged the media to promote these falsehoods, including entertainment 

venues (TV, etc.) to sanitize, even normalize, abortion and  

4.) they employed what they called the “Catholic Strategy.”3   

 

The last point is of particular interest as the Catholic Church steadfastly continues to defend 

against growing attacks on the dignity and inviolability of the human person (e.g. commercial 

surrogacy, so-called same-sex marriage, the Equality Act, etc.).  The “Catholic Strategy” 

entailed: 

 

1.)  maligning the Church hierarchy as the cause for suffering that resulted from  

complications of illegal abortions (after all, the flawed logic goes, they opposed 

legal abortions) 

2.) promote political candidates who are Catholic but unabashedly support abortion 

3.) divide and conquer by pitting conservative against liberal Catholics    

4.) promote the (untenable) dualistic political persona—that is, you can be a Catholic 

in your personal faith life, and support abortion in your public, political life.4   

 
2 www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/01/22/statement-from-president-biden-and-vice-
president-harris-on-the-48th-anniversary-of-roe-v-wade/ 
3 Leonard Deane Jr.,  “Fifty Years—Abortion History with Dr. Bernard Nathanson”  New Hope-Lambertville, PA Patch, 
April 18, 2020 n.p.  Fifty Years - Abortion History with Dr. Bernard Nathanson | New Hope, PA Patch [accessed Jan. 
18, 2021] 
4 Terry Beathley and Clare Ruff, “America’s “Abortion King” (Dr. Bernard Nathanson) and the ‘Catholic Strategy’” - 
Inside The Vatican  October 1, 2020 n.p. America’s “Abortion King” (Dr. Bernard Nathanson) and the “Catholic 
Strategy” - Inside The Vatican [accessed Jan. 18, 2021] 
  accessed 1/18/2021 

 

https://patch.com/pennsylvania/newhope-lambertville/fifty-years-abortion-history-dr-bernard-nathanson
https://insidethevatican.com/magazine/culture/americas-abortion-king-dr-bernard-nathanson-and-the-catholic-strategy/
https://insidethevatican.com/magazine/culture/americas-abortion-king-dr-bernard-nathanson-and-the-catholic-strategy/
https://insidethevatican.com/magazine/culture/americas-abortion-king-dr-bernard-nathanson-and-the-catholic-strategy/
https://insidethevatican.com/magazine/culture/americas-abortion-king-dr-bernard-nathanson-and-the-catholic-strategy/


 

Does the “Catholic Strategy” seem familiar in today’s cultural and political battles? 

 

3. Understanding the power of redemption.  Dr. Nathanson was a powerful force in the 

abortion industry, responsible in some way for the abortion of 75,000 unborn children 

(including his own).  However, ultrasound technology lifted the veil of denial—shattering the 

dishonesty with which he had deluded himself:  the blob of tissue was really a living, human 

person.  He spent the rest of his life trying to undo the damage of that lie in the public sphere.  

But his greatest pain was in the soul, and for many years after the epiphany that it is life in the 

womb, he sought the consolation of true forgiveness which could only be found with God.   

In 1996 he entered the Catholic Church.   

 

Often people feel their sins are “too big to be forgiven.”  But I think they really mean their 

sins are too big to let go, because nothing is too big for God—not even 75,000 abortions!  

Truly and absolutely contrite for the atrocious sins he had committed, and resolved to amend 

his life—hubris completely gone—Bernard Nathanson was absolved of each and every one 

of these sins.  Fully forgiven.   

 

Of course, Easter is the perfect time to reconcile with God through a good examination of 

conscience and sacramental Confession.  Indeed, the octave of Easter is Divine Mercy 

Sunday—which will fall in the middle of our Roe v. Wade movie discount.  So please consider 

watching the movie for all the reasons above, but perhaps, most importantly in the context of 

our own concupiscence, to realize that our sins can never be too big (or little) for God.  

 

Buy your tickets now at a 35% discount through April 19 (and watch the Roe v. Wade 

movie between April 5 to April 19): www.drvclife.org/movie 


