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Ascension Sunday  -  A.D. 2020 

 

We greet you in the Name of the Risen Lord and welcome you to this Holy Place on this Holy Sabbath. We invite you into the silence as you prepare for your 
worship of Jesus Christ. May you have a blessed experience of worship.  Please note that Hymn numbers refer to The Hymnal 1982. Service music 
(preceded by an S) is located in the front of the hymnal.  Page numbers refer to The Book of Common Prayer. 
 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST  10:30 A.M. 

 
     Prelude                                   Theme and Variations on “America”                      Johann C.H. Rinck 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Opening Hymn:    See the Conqueror mounts in triumph                                             Hymnal 215 
 
Opening Acclamation                                                                                                          BCP page 355 
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

 
Collect for Purity (in unison) 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant says to the people 
 
The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
 
 
 



The Collect for Ascension 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens that 
he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise , he 
abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson  
A Reading from the Acts 1: 5-15 
 
When they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father 
has set by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.”  When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 93                                                                                                                                  BCP page 722 
 

The LORD is king, he is robed in majesty;  

the LORD is robed, he is girded with strength. 

He has established the world;  

it shall never be moved; 

Your throne is established from of old; 

       you are from everlasting. 

The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; 

        the floods lift up their roaring. 

More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, more majestic than the waves of the sea, 

         majestic on high is the LORD! 
 Your decrees are very sure; 

          holiness befits your house, O LORD, forevermore. 
 
 
The Second Lesson: Ephesians 1: 18-23 
 
What are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable 



greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put 
this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand 
in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all 
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
 
Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn:                                 Day by day                                                                  Hymnal 654 
 

 
The Gospel: Luke 24: 44-53 
The Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus 
it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my 
Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.  While he 
was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.  And they 
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God.  

 
Lector  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
The Sermon: The Rev. Rich Sanders 
 
The Nicene Creed                                                                                                                 BCP page 358 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 



 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
                   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People                                                                                              BCP page 387 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, deacons and missionaries,  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;  
That there may be justice and peace on earth. 
 

We pray for your blessing and guidance on our vestry, nominating committee, church and 
candidates.   
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those on the St. David’s prayer list; and all who suffer from any grief or 
trouble.  
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Remembering those who have died, give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
 
 



Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
Silence 
 
Prayer for Memorial Day 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, in whose hands are the living and the dead: We give you 
thanks for all your servants who have laid down their lives in the service of our country.  Grant to 
them your mercy and the light of your presence; and give us such a lively sense of your righteous 
will, that the work which you have begun in them, may be perfected; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
Celebrant: Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who 
now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus 
Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people: 
   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Offertory           Almighty Father, Strong to Save                           Hymnal 579 

 
 
The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                                    BCP page 367 

  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

      People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

      People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
Through your dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. After his glorious resurrection he openly 
appeared to his disciples, and in their sight ascended into heaven, to prepare a place for us; 
that where he is, there we might also be, and reign with him in glory. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
The Sanctus  



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us 
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
 
Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, David, and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 



 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving.  
 

Blessing for those participating at home 
Gracious God we ask your blessing on those who are participating with us at home in the 
breaking of the bread and in prayers. 
 
The Postcommunion Prayer                                                                                                BCP page 366 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn:                                                                                                                 Hymnal page 719 
                                                        O beautiful for spacious skies 

1  
 
The Dismissal 
 Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 


