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A native of Albania, Erlinda Laska says her “adventure in the U.S.” began in 2008 when she arrived 
as an international student.

Despite the fact that she spoke only basic English and, within that first year, had spent her parents’ 
entire life savings on tuition alone, she was determined to be successful.

“I had big dreams – I still do!” says Laska. “I always wanted to study here, and I wasn’t going to 
let the fact that I wasn’t fluent or had run out of money stop me. I started working and applied 
for scholarships and loans. I also have an amazing husband and supportive in-laws. They’re the 
center part of a whole community here that allowed me to follow my dreams.”

Not satisfied to just obtain her degree and make a living in the U.S., Laska has taken on leadership 
roles.

At CI, she functioned as the first Research Assistant in the Nursing program. Her contributions 
expanded knowledge about self-care practices among the University’s Nursing students. During 
her hands-on field work at Community Memorial Health System (CMHS), she helped create the 
hospital’s first training manual for transporters. It remains in use today.

Laska currently works for CMHS as a Registered Nurse III, providing telemetry care (enhanced 
monitoring for critical patients). She also serves as the hospital’s Stroke and Sepsis Task Force 
Chair.

“There’s nothing more rewarding than being the source of strength for someone when they’re at 
their weakest moment,” she says. “It’s my honor to give back to my community, without whose 
support I wouldn’t be where I am today.” 

Laska, who became a U.S. citizen in 2013, enjoys serving as a role model for others with big 
dreams. 

Her words of encouragement?

“If I could do it, so can you!”
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