CHRISTMAS DAY
DECEMBER 25, 2022 | 10:00 AM
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL



Merry Christmas!

Merry Christmas to you on this very special day! With great comfort and joy, we are reminded
that God’s son wrapped Himself in human flesh and blood to buy us back from the curse of
sin and unbelief. With great joy, songs of praise, and prayer- We worship the baby born in
Bethlehem who has come to save us! May God bless you and your family with a most blessed
and Christ-filled Christmas. Merry Christmas!

We Love Children
Children are always welcome in worship here at St. John. If and when needed, the Fellowship
Hall is available for walking and comforting restless little ones.

Hearing Assistance

Our sanctuary is equipped with a Hearing Loop System allowing individuals to hear the
service better. Please turn your hearing aid to T-coil. Hearing assistance devices are also
available, please speak with an Usher for assistance.

Serving in His Name

We love to care for others and to serve our Plymouth community. We are excited to host the
Community Christmas Day Meal. Join us on Christmas Day from 12:00pm — 1:30pm in the
school cafeteria for a free meal and fellowship.

The Lord’s Supper

Martin Luther once said, “Word and Sacrament are the manger and swaddling clothes into
which it has pleased Christ to lay Himself.” Just as the shepherds were told where to find
Jesus, so also, we are told where to find Him today. He is no longer in the humble manger; but
by His own promise He is in the humble means of bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper with
His true body and blood. As we receive His gift, the greatest gift we can give to others is a
loving witness to the truth of His Word. For this reason, anyone who is not yet instructed, in
doubt, or who holds a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran
Church — Missouri Synod, and yet desires to receive this sacrament, is asked to first speak
with one of the pastors.



THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

WELCOME

HYMN OF INVOCATION

1

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground,;

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

(Please Stand)

(Remain Seated)

387 Joy to the World

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the ~- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



(P)

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the

Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN

1

Now sing we, now rejoice,
Now raise to heav’n our voice;
He from whom joy streameth
Poor in a manger lies;
Not so brightly beameth
The sun in yonder skies.
Thou my Savior art!
Thou my Savior art!

Come from on high to me;
I cannot rise to Thee.
Cheer my wearied spirit,
O pure and holy Child;
Through Thy grace and merit,
Blest Jesus, Lord most mild,
Draw me unto Thee!
Draw me unto Thee!

386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice

Now through His Son doth shine
The Father’s grace divine.
Death was reigning o’er us
Through sin and vanity
Till He opened for us
A bright eternity.
May we praise Him there!
May we praise Him there!

Oh, where shall joy be found?
Where but on heav’nly ground?
Where the angels singing
With all His saints unite,
Sweetest praises bringing
In heav’nly joy and light.
Oh, that we were there!
Oh, that we were there!



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P

P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become incarnate of the pure Virgin.
Grant Your people grace to put away fleshly lusts, that they may be ready for Your

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(Be Seated)

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Go through, go through the gates;
prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway;
clear it of stones;
lift up a signal over the peoples.
11Behold, the LORD has proclaimed
to the end of the earth:
Say to the daughter of Zion,
“Behold, your salvation comes;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.”
12And they shall be called The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the LORD;
and you shall be called Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Ding-Dong Merrily on High”

EPISTLE

visitation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Isaiah 62:10-12

Titus 3:4-7

“When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, °he saved us, not

because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing
of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,



éwhom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by
his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please Stand)

HYMN 353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring
1  Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring, 2 Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing,
Came with peace from realms on high; Bringing news of sins forgiv’n;
Jesus came to win redemption, Jesus comes with words of gladness,
Lowly came on earth to die; Leading souls redeemed to heav’n.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Came in deep humility. Hope to all the world is giv’n.
HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1-18

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

YIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He
was in the beginning with God. 2All things were made through him, and without him was not
anything made that was made. “In him was life, and the life was the light of men. °The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

5There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to
bear witness about the light.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. °He was in the
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. *He came to his
own, and his own people did not receive him. ?But to all who did receive him, who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, **who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. **(John bore witness about him, and cried
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was
before me.”””) 1*And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. *’For the law
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ¥No one has ever seen
God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.



(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life ¥ of the world to come. Amen.

(Be Seated)

HYMN OF THE DAY 384 Ofthe Father’s Love Begotten
(Verses 1 & 3 Choir Only)

1 Of'the Father’s love begotten 2 Oh, that birth forever blessed,
Ere the worlds began to be, When the virgin, full of grace,
He is Alpha and Omega, By the Holy Ghost conceiving,
He the source, the ending He, Bore the Savior of our race,
Of the things that are, that have been, And the babe, the world’s Redeemer,
And that future years shall see First revealed His sacred face
Evermore and evermore. Evermore and evermore.

(Continues...)



This is He whom seers in old time 4 O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him;

Chanted of with one accord, Angel hosts, His praises sing.
Whom the voices of the prophets Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him
Promised in their faithful word. And extol our God and King.
Now He shines, the long-expected; Let no tongue on earth be silent,
Let creation praise its Lord Ev’ry voice in concert ring
Evermore and evermore. Evermore and evermore.

/\5  Christ, to Thee, with God the Father,
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion,
And eternal victory
Evermore and evermore. Amen.

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348—c. 413; (sts. 1-4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821-77
Text: Public domain

(Be Seated)

SERMON Pastor John Schultz

(Please Stand)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P)

P)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

In thanksgiving for the eternal Word made flesh and His dwelling among us, full of grace
and truth; that His praise would be extended into all the world; and that many with us
would come to hope in His steadfast love, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who publish peace and bring good news of happiness in Christ, that they would
be kept faithful to declare His reign; and for all missionaries at home and abroad, that all
the ends of the earth may see His salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



For families who gather in this holy season, that they may have patience and be slow to
judge and quick to forgive, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For the lonely, that they may be comforted with Christ’s presence and we may extend to
them the welcome of our homes and the friendship of His grace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For those in poverty or want, that they may be helped; that God would increase our
generosity; and that we would present our bodies as living sacrifices, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For our nation, that it would walk humbly before the true God; and for our soldiers who
stand watch this day, that they would be kept safe and their families would be upheld
while they are apart, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For the sick, lonely, grieving and poor in spirit, that they may find comfort and healing in
Jesus Christ, the light no darkness can overcome, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For those who commune, that they would receive the body and blood of Jesus worthily
with faith in His bodily presence; and that they would depart having received grace upon
grace from His fullness, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) We thank You, Lord God, for all Your people who have gone before us and now rest in
Your presence. Keep us faithful with them until that day when You make all things new;
for You live and reign with Christ and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(Be Seated)

OFFERING

(Please Stand)



OFFERTORY

1

O Lord, how shall I meet You,
How welcome You aright?
Your people long to greet You,

My hope, my heart’s delight!
O kindle, Lord most holy,

Your lamp within my breast
To do in spirit lowly

All that may please You best.

PREFACE

(P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P)

334 O Lord, How Shall | Meet You

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which
are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS

1

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain

10

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing



Ref Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth. Refrain

Text: Charles Wesley, 170788, alt.
Text: Public domain

LORD’S PRAYER

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

(Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying,
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace (Matt. 5:22—-24; Eph. 4:1-3).)

11



(Be Seated)

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
(Verse 1 & 2 Choir Only)

546 O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild
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Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-62, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Geoffrey W. Daisley, 1877-1939, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. Frieda Pietsch, 1904-82, alt.

Tune: Geistliche Kirchengeséng, 1623, Kéln
Text and tune: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Ref Go tell it on the mountain, 2
Over the hills and ev’rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!

1 While shepherds kept their watching 3
O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. Refrain

12

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth

Rang out the angel chorus

That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

Down in a lonely manger

The humble Christ was born;

And God sent us salvation

That blesséd Christmas morn. Refrain



DISTRIBUTION HYMN

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet

While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;

Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!

370 What Child Is This

Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,

The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98
Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

1  Agreat and mighty wonder,
A full and holy cure:
The virgin bears the infant
With virgin honor pure! Refrain

Ref Proclaim the Savior’s birth:
“To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth!”

2 The Word becomes incarnate
And yet remains on high,
And cherubim sing anthems
To shepherds from the sky. Refrain

Text: Germanus, c. 634—c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 181866, alt.
Text: Public domain

383 A Great and Mighty Wonder

While thus they sing your Monarch,
Those bright angelic bands,

Rejoice, O vales and mountains,
And oceans, clap your hands. Refrain

Since all He comes to ransom,
By all be He adored,
The infant born in Bethl’em,
The Savior and the Lord. Refrain

All idols then shall perish
And Satan’s lying cease,

And Christ shall raise His scepter,
Decreeing endless peace. Refrain



THE DISMISSAL

(P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart ~I« in peace.
Amen.

(Please Stand)

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1~ give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN TO DEPART 367 Angels from the Realms of Glory

1 Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain

Ref Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

2  Shepherds in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain

14



3 Saints before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear. Refrain

Ref Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

4 All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising
To the eternal Three in One. Refrain
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We would like to sincerely thank all of those who helped to beautify our
Church with Poinsettia plants...a total of 64 donated by:

(1 Red and 1 White) David Andrews Family
in memory of John and Louise Lindoerfer,
and Edwin and Josephine Andrews

(1 Red) Donald Baumann
in memory of Janet Baumann

(2 Red) Dan and Lauren Begalke
in honor of Ron and Karen Begalke

(1 Red and 1 White) Todd and Patti Benicke and Family
in memory of Kalvin Benicke, Robert, David, and Tom Steffen,
and in honor of Allen and Claudia Benicke,
and Bernie Steffen

(1 Red and 1 White) Mark and Sheri Bohnhoff
in honor of Allan and Kay Winter
and Roy and Jean Bohnhoff

(2 Red) Rayola Bortz and Family
in memory of Pamela Bortz Gaedtke,
and Richard Bortz

(1 Red and 1 White) Joan Breitzman
in memory of Donald Breitzman,
Edwin and Esther Breitzman, and Wilmer and Josie Wassink

(1 Red) Les, Justin, and Katelyn Erickson
in memory of Geri Erickson

(1 Red) John and Linda Fischer
in memory of Harvey and Doris Fischer

(1 Red) Bill and Christa Gollnick and Fawn Starnitcky
in memory of Geri Erickson
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(1 Red and 1 White) Eunice and Family in memory of
Ken Grebe, and in honor of children and grandchildren

(2 Red) Gene and Sharon Halle
and Families in memory of Everette and Mary Halle,
Milton and Gladys Mueller

(1 Red) Tom and Kay Hanson
in memory of Allen Schmidt

(1 Red) Ron Hausler and Family
in memory of Waunie Hausler

(1 Red) Henry, Julia, & Charlie Heim
in memory of David Heim

(1 Red and 1 White) Frank and Janice Hollenberger and
Families in memory of Frank and Ruth Hollenberger,
and Kay M. Hollenberger

(1 Red) Joyce Hueppchen
in memory of Alta Hueppchen, and James Hueppchen

(1 Red) Betty and Dave Kreutzinger
in memory of Merlin and Ethel Weinhold

(1 White) Ann Krueger
in memory of Laurin Krueger, Carl and Edna Schram

(1 Red) Bill and Beth Lagacy
in memory Owen Bunke, and Jasmine and Joslin Voss

(1 Red and 1 White) Tim and Cheryl Lemkuil
in memory of Rod and Marilyn Peaschek, and
in honor of Lee and Janice Lemkuil

(1 Red) Sandy Mahlich
in memory of Jim and Judy Mahlich

(1 Red) Marie Marshall
in memory of Tom Marshall
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(1 Red) Tom and David Marshall
in memory of Thomas Marshall

(2 Red and 1 White) Todd and Becky Matz
in honor of family

(1 Red and 1 White) Vickie and Leon McCabe
in memory of Herb and Sue Tauscher,
James and Evelyn McCabe

(1 Red) The Meyer Family
in memory of Jeff and Luke Meyer

(1 Red) The Meyer Family
in memory of Randy Meyer

(1 Red and 1 White) John and Dawn Mueller
in memory of Robert and Phyllis Mueller
and Harmon and Mary Buelke

(1 White) Patty Mueller
in memory of Helen Guth

(2 Red) Families of Mike and Cindy Riese
and David and Patti Haese
in memory of Harold & Hazel Schroeder, and William Schroeder

(1 Red) Karen Rizzi
in memory of Ray Rizzi, Lloyd Streblow, and
Harold and LaVerne Streblow

(1 White) Bill and Bonnie Roltgen
in memory of Ruth and John Roltgen,
Bill and Marilyn Eggebeen

(1 Red and 1 White) Tom and Carrie Rooker
in memory of Ken and Mary Deicher,
Bob and Mary Rooker,
and Bob Rooker, Jr.
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(1 Red and 1 White) Dale and Peggy Schmidt and Family
in memory of Jeff and Brian Schmidt,
Clarence and Norma Miske

(2 Red) Wayne and LUAnn Schmidt
in memory of Abigail Dvorachek,
and Kordell Dvorachek

(1 Red) Lori and Randy Schmitt
in memory of Mabel Boesel

(1 Red) Alice and Family
in memory of Carl Schneider

(1 Red) Pastor and Sarah Schultz
to the glory of God

(1 Red) Seefeldt Family
in memory of Patricia, Harold, and Steven Pfrang,
and Joyce Seefeldt

(2 Red) Mary Sprenger
in memory of David Sprenger,
and Paul Sprenger

(1 Red) Dennis, Shirley, Amy, Brian, Nicole,
Allison and Sydney Steiner
in memory of Steven Steiner

(2 White) Nancy Vaughn and Matt and Stacy Hollenberger
in memory of Carl Vaughn, and William Faulkner

(1 White) The Zwerg Families in memory of Jeremy Zwerg,
Mel and Marilyn Classen, and George Sippel
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