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It has been a remarkable, strange, challenging, wonderful, hard, sweet, 
bitter, complex, mixed-up year. September will mark two years of 
ministry for me here at First United, of which more than half that time 
has been during the pandemic. There is a lot that I have missed out on so 
far. Among many other things, I haven’t yet had a chance to experience 
our Maundy Thursday service—a service I’ve been hearing about and 
looking forward to since 2019.  
 

This past month at Church Council, we approved a plan for moving to 
indoor, in-person worship services. More information about the specifics 
of that plan is available on our website. But for now, let me say how 
excited I am to be gathering again. I absolutely love the rhythms of 
Sunday morning worship.  And although not everything will be the same 
as it was before the pandemic (true in so many areas of life!), our services 
together are going to be sweet and wonderful. We will have music, 
scripture, sermon, a time for sharing; even the pink prayer cards will be 
there!   
 

If you’re a parent of kids under the age of 12 and you’re wondering if this 
will be safe for your kids, I would encourage you to take a look at our 
protocols. I hope you will find that our protocols make inclusiveness and 
safety a priority.  You can find a link to those protocols on the next page. 
 

If for any reason you would prefer to worship from home—perhaps 
you’re not comfortable in big groups, or perhaps you’re on vacation, or 
perhaps because you don’t live withing driving distance—to you I would 
say, have no fear! Our YouTube channel will have a livestream of our 
worship service every Sunday at 11 a.m. You won’t even need a different 
link.  We’ve come so far in offering online services, we’re not going to 
leave anybody out.   
 

Whether in-person or online, I hope to see you at church on July 11! It’s 
going to be a wonderful day.   
 

Rev. John Edgerton, Lead Pastor 

A few highlights from this month’s Messenger Bell:  Indoor worship information 

and registration, page 2;  technology transitions, page 2;  updates from Coun-

cil, page 3;  and updates on our community of care including how our new 

rain garden is helping us care for creation, page 4.  

 
 



 

Worshipping  

Sundays at 11 a.m. 

CLICK TO JOIN ON YOUTUBE 

July 11 
Indoor, In-person Worship 

John Edgerton 

July 18 
Virtual Worship 

Beth Dickerson 

July 25 
Virtual Worship 

Alicia Reese 

Indoor Worship — July 11 
We are excited to return to worship in our Sanctuary this Sun-
day, July 11! Our return to indoor worship will be something of a 
“soft open” with things that are familiar and things that are new. 
For an overview of what our first indoor worship service will look 
like, please click here and then visit our Eventbrite page to regis-
ter for worship. 
 

For those of you who are out of town or are not comfortable 
returning to indoor worship just yet, we will livestream our July 
11 service on YouTube at 11 a.m.  Please follow these instruc-

Technology Transitions 
The Technology Team and church administrative and fi-
nance offices are excited to announce that this summer, 
we will transition from our existing church management 
and database software (ACS PeopleSuite and Member-
Link) to a new, upgraded product (ACS Realm). ACS 
Realm will primarily serve the administrative needs of 
our staff, but it also offers some exciting opportunities to 
support the way that you are involved in our Church. Not 
only will this improve work life for our ministry staff, it 
will make it easier for our First United family to connect 
with one another and keep up with what is going on. 
 

The scheduled date for our transition is July 21, but what 
does this mean for you? As of July 21, MemberLink and 
the ChurchLife app will no longer be available. But fear 
not! Shortly after our transition, you will receive an invi-
tation to participate in Realm and instructions to down-
load the Connect app to your mobile device. The technol-
ogy team is also working diligently to develop training 
materials to help you through this transition.  
 

Please watch upcoming eblasts this month for more in-
formation about our transition and steps that we all can 
take to ensure a seamless transition. Please reach out to 
Heather Vanderberg in the office if you have any ques-
tions. 

tions to access the service: 
 

• Open YouTube.  
 

• If you have already subscribed to First United Church 
of Oak Park channel: 
• Make sure you are logged into YouTube by 

clicking on the circle in the upper right corner. A 
window will pop up showing who is logged in. 

• Press the three horizontal line icon and scroll 
through the subscriptions, select First United 
Church of Oak Park. 

• If you are not subscribed to First United Church of 
Oak Park channel: 
• In the search box, enter “First United Church of 

Oak Park.” 
• Select the search result item titled “First United 

Church of Oak Park.” 
 

• Once the channel is open: 
• Select the “Videos” tab and then the “Uploads” 

drop-down arrow. 
• Select “Upcoming Live Streams.” 
• Look at the thumbnail pictures and date for 

streaming to determine which one to select. 
• Click on it and the live stream will start auto-

matically when the service begins. 

Fourth Sunday Offering—FUNS 

Tuition Assistance Fund 
In operation for more than 60 years, First United Church Nurse-
ry School’s literacy-rich, play-based curriculum has supported 
children’s curiosity, creativity, initiative, and confidence for gen-
erations. Our dedicated staff ensures that every day at First 
United Church Nursery School is enriching, joyful, and filled 
with wonder. FUNS is licensed by Illinois Department of Chil-
dren and Family Services and is accredited by NAEYC. The 
school welcomes children of all faiths, nationalities, races, and 
abilities. The Tuition Assistance Fund is an important part of 
keeping this wonderful school affordable and accessible for 
more families in our community.  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtFAOpHMykGgFGFDaC05j7A
https://files.constantcontact.com/56de9454201/79a2e7fc-f0a1-44e5-b272-4279ebd0bcc4.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/160023449445


 

Greetings from your Church Council! Here are highlights  
from our June 15 meeting: 
 
Opening Devotion:  Dan Pietrini shared how meaningful 
and comforting he found a sermon offered by Alicia 
Reese during the COVID-19 pandemic which, among 
other messages, reminded us all that we are never so-
cially distanced from God. 
 

Financial Matters:  We continue to run a shortfall in 
member giving, currently by approximately $86,000.  
Please check your giving records – it’s not too late to 
complete your pledge or make other gifts toward FY 
2021. Nor is it too late to submit your pledge for the 
coming year. The Stewardship Team set a goal of 
$595,000 for pledged giving for FY 2022; pledges as of 
our meeting date totaled $482,068, with at least a third 
of households who pledged last year not yet having 
submitted their pledges for the coming year.   
 

Budget for FY 2022:  With FY 2021 year-end results not 
yet known and pledging for FY 2022 not yet complete, 
the Council was not in a position to land on a FY 2022 
budget to recommend to the congregation. The Council 
agreed that it needs to do a deeper dive to better un-
derstand the overall financial picture of the Church and 
the trend of declining pledges. To aid it in this regard, 
the Council created a task force to conduct an analysis 
of giving and to provide options for managing Church 
expenditures. Finalization of a recommended budget 
will await this work, with the goal to present a budget 
for congregational approval in September or October. 
(Note:  this means the congregation will not be asked to 
approve a FY 2022 budget at the Annual Meeting on 
July 18.) 
 

Purpose and Covenant Statements: The Council re-
ceived reporting on feedback from congregational 
members on the refreshed Purpose and Covenant 
statements for our Constitution. The Council approved 
updated language for both statements reflecting the 
feedback and suggestions. The language adopted by the 
Council and recommended to the congregation for ap-
proval is included in a separate communication, and 
also is being announced during three worship services 
prior to the Annual Meeting.  
 
Ministry Outlines for FY 2021 and 2022:  The Council 
reviewed the programming and activities directed to-

ward, and advancing, the priorities of the Church’s Min-
istry Outline for FY 2021.  Council will detail its findings 
in the Annual Report.  The Council approved a Ministry 
Outline for FY 2022 for consideration by the congrega-
tion at the Annual Meeting.  The contents of the pro-
posed Ministry Outline will be provided in a separate 
communication prior to that meeting.   
 

Protocols for In-Sanctuary Worship:  Rev. Edgerton pre-
sented a plan for moving forward safely and mitigating 
the risk of COVID transmission when we gather in the 
sanctuary for worship, as currently planned on July 11, 
August 15, and August 29.  The plan, reviewed by 
Church members with medical, insurance, and legal ex-
pertise, was approved by the Council.  Protocols will be 
announced in a series of “What to Expect” communica-
tions and e-blasts.  Live streaming of the indoor ser-
vices will be available for those who do not wish to 
attend in person.   
 

Special Recognition:  The Council approved the Person-
nel Team’s recommendation that Rev. Edgerton and 
Rev. Mulkey receive special recognition payments for 
their service this past year.  Not only did Rev. Edgerton 
provide valued leadership to the congregation during 
an extraordinarily challenging year, but for much of the 
year he lacked the assistance of a church office admin-
istrator and therefore had to also handle administrative 
and operational matters.  Rev. Mulkey learned and 
mastered new skills to provide excellent and reliable 
work in video and audio production and editing of the 
Sunday YouTube church services, tasks above and be-
yond her normal job responsibilities. 
 

Farewell to Outgoing Elders:  We extended our grati-
tude to outgoing elders Samantha Duwe, Alissa Lon-
ergan, and Carl Nauert for their dedicated service and 
contributions, with special thanks being given to Carl as 
outgoing Clerk.  Carl served as the Clerk for two years 
during which he was a trusted partner of two Modera-
tors as well as the rest of the Council membership, who 
relied on Carl for his steadfastness, guidance, and kind-
ness. Please thank Samantha, Alissa, and Carl for their 
service to our Church!  

—Sallie Smylie, Moderator 

From the Council Moderator 

Annual Meeting Reminder 
The Annual Meeting will take place immediately follow-
ing virtual worship on July 18 via Zoom. Zoom invitation 
details and more information (including the 2021 Annu-
al Report) will be distributed next week by email. 



 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry  
We continue to meet the sec-
ond and fourth Mondays of 
each month. Follow this link to 
join us. Reach out to Alicia 
Reese if you have any ques-
tions or if you know someone 
who would benefit from the 
loving care of receiving a pray-
er shawl. 

Keeping Connected: Monthly 

Mailing 
We continue to send this mail-
ing out each month to maintain 
connection with those of our 
church family who do not 
use electronic communication. 
If there is someone in our con-
gregation who you believe 
would benefit from receiving 
this mailing, please contact Ali-
cia Reese.  

COMMUNITY OF CARE 

enough so it can percolate, filtering out pollutants 
and improving water quality as it replenishes 
groundwater levels. Planted with grasses and flow-
ering perennials, a rain garden can be a cost-
effective and beautiful way to reduce runoff from 
your property. They can also help provide food and 
shelter for butterflies, songbirds and other wildlife. 
 

The next time you are at First United make sure to 
visit the front lawn to see our very own rain garden. 
Many thanks to the Building and Grounds Team for 
spearheading this project! 

Virtual Chapel Hiatus 
We are taking a break from 
the chapel for the summer. 
Be sure to look for the dea-
cons in the actual chapel, 
following worship, starting 
the Sunday after Gathering 
Day in September.  
 
If you have a concern that 
you would like prayer for, please don’t hesitate to 
contact your deacon or a member of the pastoral 
staff. If you do not know who your deacon is, please 
contact Alicia Reese. 

Stewarding Creation: The First 

United Rain Garden  

When it rains, often it pours. Our urban stormwater 
systems were originally designed to prevent flooding 
and to quickly move water off the streets. However, as 
stormwater rushes through driveways and gutters, it 
picks up an array of contaminants en route to the river 
or lake: oil, fertilizers, pesticides, and other chemicals. 
When this dirty water reaches its final destination, pol-
lutants poison the water and choke plant and animal 
life. 
 
Planting a rain garden is a way to enhance your land-
scape's aesthetic while absorbing and cleaning rainwa-
ter.  
 
A rain garden is a depressed area in the landscape that 
temporarily collects rainwater from a roof, driveway or 
street and allows it to soak into the ground long 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/362846167
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We lift up the prayers that have been shared in worship. 
 

For the wider world: 

• Blessings and healing peace 
• Safe travels for those traveling this summer 
• Prayers for all who continue to suffer from gun violence, 

either from grief or living in fear 
• Prayers for the people of faith and the people of Earth as 

they struggle with health, vaccines, hatred, and feeling 
lost 

 

For those in our midst:  

• The Faust family, mourning the death of Julia 
• The Wolford family, mourning the death of Bob 
• Cindy and William and their cancer diagnoses 
• Bob Berry and his partner Ted, mourning both of his 

parents 
• Hilda Nieves and concern for the safety and well-being of 

her sister Lucy in Puerto Rico 
• Evan Saliny 
• George Ashman’s sister Jane, in hospice 
 

For the joys in our lives: 

• Graduations! Especially our seniors 
• Congratulations to Shannon Saliny and Patrick Bracco 

who welcomed their first child, William, on June 4 - and 
to proud grandparents Sue and Steve Saliny! 

• Congratulations to the Bura family on the baptism of 
Dominic  

• Happy 80th Birthday to Lee Anderson 
• Priscilla’s successful knee surgery 
• Thank you for the peace vigil 
• Water everywhere reminding us of God’s love 
• The Oak Park Farmers’ Market 
• Congratulations to the Woodward family on the baptism 

of George 
• Happy 90th birthday to Marilyn Heinrichs 

CHECK OUT OUR RECENT  

EVOTIONALS  

June 1 More Than Mere 
Belief 

John Edgerton 

June 8 Anybody Have a 
Good Recipe for 
Pie? 

John Edgerton 

June 15 Transformation Lydia Mulkey 

June 22 How Do You Know 
You’re Hearing 
From God? 

Alicia Reese 

June 29 A Modern-Day  
Parable on Gender-
Based Violence 

Lydia Mulkey 

Dinner* and a Movie 
Join us on July 9 in the Lounge at 7 p.m. for a 
showing of “20 Feet from Stardom.” Winner of 
the 2014 Academy Award for Best Documentary 
Feature, this film takes a behind-the-scenes look 
at the world of backup vocalists, weaving togeth-
er interviews with legendary singers with stories 
of the voices that support them.  
  
*About that asterisk: As we continue to cautious-
ly reopen our church building to in-person activi-
ties, certain protocols remain in place. We are 
limited to 20 people for this event and we need 
you to help us out by RSVPing in advance. Click 
here to register. When you arrive, you will be 
asked to sign the visitor log on the desk in the 
lounge. Please note that masks will be required. 
Lastly, please plan to have your dinner prior to 
arriving at First United for our film. If you have 
any questions about the COVID protocols, please 
contact the church office; if you have questions 
about the movie, please contact Ron Haas 
(haas.inchicago@comcast.net). 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/july-dinner-and-a-movie-tickets-162580329141
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/july-dinner-and-a-movie-tickets-162580329141
mailto:haas.inchicago@comcast.net

