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In the season of Lent, many Christians take on the practice of fasting.  
Others take on an affirmative discipline of additional prayers or almsgiving 
to the poor. Whether it is a practice of “giving something up” for Lent or 
“taking something on” for Lent, the spiritual basis is the same. Christians 
seek to strengthen their faith lives through spiritual discipline and practice. 
 
For Lent this year, First United is doing a mix of “giving something up” and 
“taking something on.” In our worship services throughout Lent, we will not 
be using any music or liturgy written or composed by white people. Our 
music will be drawn from the African American spirituals tradition, from 
South African freedom songs, from Native American traditions, and many, 
many more. Happily, many of these wonderful songs are a part of our 
hymnals already. Others will be presented for us by Bill Chin and our 
Sanctuary Choir.  Michael Surratt will, of course, still be gracing our services 
with his fabulous organ playing and will be drawing his organ repertoire 
from composers of color. Our music in Lent will be wonderful; you won’t 
want to miss a Sunday. 
 
We are also excited to offer a weekly program entitled “Tell Me the Truth 
About Racism,” a six-week series meeting on Sundays in the late afternoon.  
The program uses a Godly Play-style curriculum adapted for use by all ages, 
exploring history and telling the story of racism in an honest and age-
appropriate way. Each week will include a soup supper, a Godly Play-style 
story for all ages, then breakout groups for different ages. We are 
partnering with St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church for this program. 
 
For Lent, it is my prayer that in our spiritual disciplines we may grow as 
Christians, united in the body of Christ with people of all ages, nations, 
races, and origins. 

John Edgerton, Lead Pastor 
 
 

Click here to read a pastoral message on the revised masking guidelines at 
First United. 

A few highlights from this month’s Messenger Bell:  worship in Lent, page 2;  the 

Moderator’s Report, page 3; drama in the PC (USA), page 5; FUSH Summer 

Camp is happening, page 6.

 
 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Updated-Masking-Guidance-at-First-United.html?soid=1109264035173&aid=-oibRSxXlRU


 

Worship in Lent at 11 a.m. 
 
We have returned fully to in-person worship and pro-
grams in Lent. Masks are now optional in our worship 
services. We continue to require masks for children and 
adults in our Church School classrooms. Worship is also 
streamed on YouTube each week for those who are not 
yet ready to return to worship under the current guide-
lines. The worship recordings also remain on the 
YouTube channel so that you may view them at a later 
time. 
 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN ON YOUTUBE 

March 6 John Edgerton 

March 13 
 

John Edgerton 

March 20 Lydia Mulkey 

March 27 John Edgerton 

April 3 Alicia Reese 

American photographer James C. Lewis is work-
ing to remove what he calls the “whitewashing of 
the Bible” in his “Icons of the Bible” photography 
project. We are inspired by his images of the cen-
tral characters in our Lenten scriptures. You can 
read more about the project here. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtFAOpHMykGgFGFDaC05j7A
https://www.citizen.digital/lifestyle/a-black-jesus-this-is-what-a-he-would-look-like-97764


 

In this upcoming series, Dr. Ted Hiebert of McCormick 
Theological Seminary will discuss the Bible’s oldest 
migration narratives, in particular the stories of Israel’s 
ancestors in the Book of Genesis.  Our aim is to under-
stand the experience of immigration in the Bible and 
to think about how biblical perspectives on immigra-
tion might influence our experience and views of it 
today.  We will have hybrid sessions allowing people 
to join in-person in Centennial Hall and also via Zoom.  
Watch the weekly eblast for the Zoom link and more 
specific information about each session. Masks our 
optional in our adult programs 

Fourth Sunday Offering: 

BUILD 
The March Fourth Sunday Offering will benefit First 
United Mission Partner BUILD,  a comprehensive youth 
services organization working to make West Side com-
munities safe and supportive places for young peo-
ple.  Every day, BUILD mentors are reaching out to at-
risk youth and engaging them where they are--in 
schools, in the courts, on the phone, or on the streets. 
 

Each of BUILD's programs covers a different set of 
needs and is designed to be combined with others as 
each young person requires. The Intervention program 

helps gang- and 
court-involved 
young people step 
away from violence. 
Prevention focuses 
on elementary and 
middle-school-aged 

children, helping them resist the pressures of violence 
and gangs. Enrichment provides creative activities to 
help youth learn how to express themselves positively, 
explore new talents, and gain leadership and work ex-
perience.  Education/BUILDing Futures helps youth 
prepare for post-secondary education.  BUILD’s Clinical 
and Community Wellness team wraps mental-health 
care around all other 
services--providing ther-
apy, on-call crisis re-
sponse, case manage-
ment, and court advoca-
cy to youth and families 
facing community vio-
lence and trauma.     

From the Council  

Moderator 
Greetings on behalf of your Council, with a brief recap 
of our February meeting.   
 

Devotion:  The theme of John Lurain’s devotion was 
spirituality and its importance in our daily living. Spirit-
uality enables us to discern our vocations, to find 
meaning beyond illness and disease, and to cultivate 
and express gratitude. 
 

Joys and Concerns:  We raised up in prayer former In-
terim Pastor Kent Organ, who continues to struggle to 
recover from COVID. 
 

Financial Updates:  Susan Macaulay, Chair of the Fi-
nance Team, reported on the state of the church’s fi-
nances. Of most concern, the operating budget deficit 
continues to grow, from $46,464, as projected at the 
time of budget approval, to $77,766, as of January 31.  
The deficit is driven in large part by less-than-
anticipated non-pledged giving.  On the asset side, the 
value of the cash and investments held by the church 
(excluding the First United Nursery School) is 
$3,238,401, down slightly from the previous month.  
The margin loan balance is $980,609. The Nursery 
School continues to operate in the black. 
 

Investments: Based on the advice of the church’s in-
vestment advisor Alliance Bernstein, the Finance Team 
recommended – and the Council agreed – that the an-
nual withdrawal from the church’s invested funds 
should not exceed its current 4% rate.  

Continued on page 4. 



 

Continued from page 3. 
 

The Council also voted to waive for a year the require-
ment to rebid the investment advisor relationship, oth-
erwise required this year, given the quality of the in-
vestment services provided by Alliance Bernstein and 
the outstanding margin loan. The Endowment sub-
team will be considering updates to the church’s invest-
ment policy. 
  

Capital Campaign Planning Task Force:  The Council 
thanked Rick Ashton, John Chapman-Rienstra, Cathy 
Cerniglia, Melinda Haag, Dave Hanson, Mark Jolicoeur, 
Susan Pierson, Sara Stevenson, Ben von Fischer, Sandra 
White, and John Zaruba for the completion of the task 
force’s work leading to the retention of the Latz & 
Company consultants.  Going forward, the Council will 
serve as the primary oversight body for further plan-
ning and discernment; Rick Ashton, Dave Hanson, and 
John Edgerton will serve as liaisons to the Latz team.  
 
Vision Discussions:  Council members continued to dis-
cuss their visions of four “pillars” of church life: the 
worship experience, the community of care, the 
church’s engagement and impact in the wider commu-
nity, and stability in the church’s finances. Themes de-
veloped in the Council’s discussions will provide a 
framework for similar visioning discussions that the 
Council and Latz will engage in with teams and minis-
tries this Spring.  
 

Annual Stewardship Campaign:  Marcia Ashton, Chair of 
the Stewardship Team, reported on the launch of the 
church’s annual stewardship campaign and the sup-
porting activities that have occurred to date. Infor-
mation on the importance of the annual stewardship 
drive to the church’s ministries is provided in this Mes-
senger Bell.  
 

Parking Lot Improvements:  The Council approved a 
plan to repair and improve the church parking lot, 
which is anticipated to be funded by a state grant to 
mission partner Beyond Hunger.  (As of this writing, the 
grant has not yet received final approval by the state, 
nor has timing for the work been determined.) The im-
provements will make for easier deliveries of food for 
Beyond Hunger’s operations, and a less bumpy experi-
ence for all who use the lot!  Thanks to Beyond Hunger 
for the anticipated funding of this needed work, and to 
Gary Cerniglia, John Zaruba, and Mark Burkland for 
sharing their expertise to advance the project.  
 

Presbytery Overture: The Council recognized Pauline 
Coffman for her tireless and dedicated efforts to bring 
attention to, and initiate actions to address, the plight 
of Palestinians in Israel. Please read Pauline’s article in 
this Messenger Bell concerning the withdrawal of the 
overture to the Presbytery and recommendations for 
further actions.   
 

Sallie Smylie, Moderator 

Our Blessings Overflow 
2022-2023 Annual Gift Campaign 
 

Here, in pie-chart form, is a picture of the overflowing 
blessings created by our generous financial support of 
First United Church.  The five pieces of the pie show 
how our gifts are spent.   

Within each slice, many budget lines and smaller 
spending categories are combined, demonstrating the 
broad categories of blessings that, together, make the 
great gift that is First United Church. First United 
Nursery School expenses are not included.  
 

WORSHIP  31%  - Pastoral compensation, music per-
sonnel and expenses, worship technology, and some 
building expenses. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 23% - Pastoral compensa-
tion, support of Deacons, care-oriented teams, congre-
gational communications, and administration. 
 

MISSION AND SERVICE 20% - Faith in Action, some 
mission-related building expenses. 

Continued on page 5. 



 

Continued from page 4. 
 

ADULT MINISTRIES 20% - Administrative and financial 
teams, administrative compensation, denominational 
support. 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES 6% - Pastoral com-
pensation, children and youth education, youth fellow-
ship programs.  
 

Thanks be to the generous people, and thanks be to 
God! 

Drama in the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) Over Israel/

Palestine 
 

Friends, a drama has been happening in the PC(USA).  
On Martin Luther King Day (January 17, 2022), Stated 
Clerk J. Herbert Nelson issued a statement of sympathy 
for African-Americans who have been suffering from the 
aftereffects of slavery.  He labeled the experience of Pal-
estinians as “21st-century slavery [which] should be 
abolished immediately.”   
 

The uproar was intense!  He was accused of antisemi-
tism for criticizing Israel.  The internet has been flooded 
with statements of both support and condemnation.  
On February 11, Dr. Nelson responded with a 7-minute 
video:  Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) - Stated Clerk re-
sponds to recent reactions to Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
statement (pcusa.org). 
 

Coincidentally, Amnesty International (AI) issued a re-
port on February 7 called “Israel’s Apartheid Against 
Palestinians: A Cruel System of Domination and a 
Crime Against Humanity.”  AI was then accused of anti-
semitism by none other than Yair Lapid, the Foreign 
Affairs Minister of Israel, who made no reference to the 
70 ways proposed by AI for Israel to address the charg-
es. 
 

If the midst of all this, the overture I brought to the Chi-
cago Presbytery in November 2021 was scheduled for 
debate and a vote at the February 15 meeting; an infor-
mational session was also offered on Zoom that drew 
almost sixty Presbytery commissioners. At the same 
time, the San Francisco Presbytery was debating and 
voting on the same overture.  I learned late that evening 
that they had sent it back to committee for some 

amendments, with instructions to bring it back in May.  
That meant that the overture headed to the Chicago 
Presbytery had to be amended (a few word changes; it 
was unclear as to where they would be needed) and 
sent in by the next day.   
 

Our team of advocates caucused and decided to with-
draw the overture; I notified Presbytery leaders of that 
decision and a huge sigh of relief went up on all sides.   
The overture was called: “Strive for a More Excellent 
Way: Stop Using Empire Religion to Justify Colonial 
Domination in Israel/Palestine.”  The rationale defined 
‘empire religion’ as the use of power to dominate, rely-
ing on permission from religious authorities to justify 
this domination. It named white supremacy, Zionism 
and Christian Zionism as three areas in which religion is 
so used, and referenced the Doctrine of Discovery. It 
became clear during the discussion that supporters and 
opponents were quite far apart!  Clearly, we needed to 
talk. 
 

Our advocates have gotten the attention of many in the 
Presbytery. Our letter withdrawing the overture pointed 
everyone to the Kairos Palestine document, “Cry for 
Hope,” issued in 2020, which states that the situation is 
“beyond urgent,” and begs the global church to re-
spond. You can read it here: https://cryforhope.org.  
The Cry for Hope calls on Christians everywhere to 
“study the situation”; a resource is available to do that, 
on the World Communion of Reformed Churches’ web-
site: www.wcrc.ch/justice/Palestine/. Our advocates 
encouraged the Ecumenical and Interreligious Work 
Group (EIRWG) to join us in leading that study; they had 
been the main group objecting to the overture. 
 

I am heartened by the support of the Middle East Task 
Force of the Chicago Presbytery, a group that was 
launched back in 1974 by leaders in First United Church.  
The Rev. Frank Baldwin and the Rev. Dave McGown led 
a traveling seminar that involved many of our members.  
Unfortunately, age has slowed our efforts to educate 
others.  However, this experience has brought new en-
ergy to our group and new resolve to offer information 
sessions wherever we can. Best of all, our denomina-
tion’s Stated Clerk, J. Herbert Nelson, did not back down 
from the challenge of standing up for justice.   
 

Pauline Coffman,  
First United Church of Oak Park 

Commissioner to Chicago Presbytery  

https://pcusa.org/news/2022/2/10/stated-clerk-responds-recent-reactions-martin-luth/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=PC%28USA%29+Daily+News%3A+New+Morning+Edition&utm_campaign=Daily+eNews+%7C+Feb+11%2C+2022
https://pcusa.org/news/2022/2/10/stated-clerk-responds-recent-reactions-martin-luth/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=PC%28USA%29+Daily+News%3A+New+Morning+Edition&utm_campaign=Daily+eNews+%7C+Feb+11%2C+2022
https://pcusa.org/news/2022/2/10/stated-clerk-responds-recent-reactions-martin-luth/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=PC%28USA%29+Daily+News%3A+New+Morning+Edition&utm_campaign=Daily+eNews+%7C+Feb+11%2C+2022
https://cryforhope.org
http://www.wcrc.ch/justice/Palestine/


 

  

Friday, April 29, 6-9 p.m. 

Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church,  

600 W Fullerton Pkwy, Chicago 

& 

Saturday, April 30, 1-9 p.m. 

First United Church of Oak Park,  

848 Lake St, Oak Park 
 
The Women's Retreat team is thrilled to confirm that we 
will hold a retreat this year! Due to ongoing COVID re-
strictions in place at the Siena Retreat Center in Racine, 
we decided that we would be able to better capture the 
spirit and camaraderie of past retreats by holding a local 
weekend retreat (with no overnight stay) at the end of 
April.  
  

Our theme this year is Finding Community During and 
After Isolation. As in years past, our retreat community 
will include women, transfeminine, and non-binary peo-
ple over 18 from both First United Church of Oak Park 
and Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church, as we continue to 
build on the relationship between our two churches. 
Please plan to join us for a weekend of inspiration, 
friendship, prayer, fun, good food, and self-care. 
 

Our leaders will be Rev. Beth Brown, lead pastor of LPPC, 
and Rev. Beth Dickerson, community minister of FUCOP. 

  

We ask that all attendees be fully vaccinated and boost-
ed. 
 

Click HERE to register!   

FUSH Summer Camp 
In June, some of our high 
school youth will travel to 
Camp Westminster in Ros-
common, Michigan to help 
them prepare for the sum-
mer season. This is not our 
typical work camp; there will 
be some work involved, but it 
will also be a retreat. After 
two years of having to cancel a work camp experience, 
having to be distanced from one another, and navigating 
life in the pandemic, more than ever our youth need and 
deserve time and space to reconnect with their commu-
nity, rejuvenate, and tend to their spiritual, emotional, 
and mental well-being. And what better way to do that 
than working together and spending time out in na-
ture?! 
 

If you are a high school youth and would like to join us 
on this trip, please check out the registration page. 
There are attachments with helpful information, but if 
you have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to 
Alicia Reese.  
 

Use this LINK OR scan the QR code to register. 
 
 

https://onrealm.org/firstunitedoakpark/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZDc3YzhjMmEtZWY1My00OGFkLTk5MjEtYWUzOTAwMjQ2NjBj
https://onrealm.org/firstunitedoakpark/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MWVlN2FjODAtY2Y3OS00NTM2LWE4NjctYWUyNjAxNjYwOGQz


 

 

This group is a mix of knitters and crocheters, from be-
ginners to experts, who make items that we gift to 
those in our church community as a reminder that they 
are loved and cared for by their church family. 
 
We meet on the second and fourth Mondays of the 
month from 10-11 a.m. Here are our upcoming 
meetings and our recurring Zoom link: 
 

• March 14 
• March 28 

 

Follow this link to join us:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85035296628 

 

Join FCS whenever you would like for support and con-
versation.  Use this Zoom link to drop in https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785  

Our Community of Care 

Dinner and a Movie,  March 11 
 

Driveways: When 8-year-old Cody travels cross-country with his mom to 
clean out her late sister's house, he's ready for adventure. But little does he 
know that it will take the form of a friendship with the grouchy Korean War 
veteran next door.  
 
 The movie will start at 7:00 p.m. in the lounge. Call Liz Swan to sign up. 708-567-
3490.  
 
In accordance with the recent updates to First United’s masking guidance, masks 
are now optional for Dinner and Movie.  For this first mask-optional event, we will 
not hold dinner first, but are very much looking forward to bringing back the din-
ner portion in the coming months.  

Chapel Prayer with the Deacons meets whenever we 
worship in person.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85035296628
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006056785
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We lift up the prayers that have been shared in worship. 
 

For the wider world: 
• The situation in Ukraine 
• Those suffering from COVID or caring for loved ones with 

COVID 
• Those working amidst staff shortages, getting burned out, 

and risking their health and well-being 
• An end to racism, injustice, violence 
• For children and youth continuing to struggle in school, 

with social situations, and their mental health 
• Those who are again feeling isolated, lonely, sad 
 

For those in our midst:  
• Kent Organ, hospitalized with COVID 
• Stan Faust recovering from surgery 
• Sher Spooner undergoing treatment for non-Hodgkins 

lymphoma 
• Bob Berry’s recovery, health, and well-being 
• All those who were COVID+ that they are fully recovered 
 

For All Those Mourning a Loved One: 
• Pastor Lydia and her family as they mourn the death of 

her grandmother 
• Kathy and Steve Pederson mourning the death of their  
19-year-old nephew, Jude 
• Marsha Hubbuch mourning her sister and her nephew 
• The Andersons mourning their friend, Herb 
• Liz Rielly mourning the death of her sister, Margaret 
• Kathryn Heavey mourning the death of her brother 
• Karen Christopher mourning the death of a cousin to 

breast cancer 
• Sandy Jefferson mourning a nephew 
• Ruth and George Ashman mourning a brother-in-law 
• For the family of Harold Stoetzner 
 

For the joys in our lives: 
• Bruce Matson recovering at home 
• Betty Gehring recovering and the support of loving family 

and friends 

CHECK OUT OUR RECENT  

EVOTIONALS  
 

Click here to read online 

Feb. 1 Community of Care Alicia Reese 

Feb. 22 More Alike than Not John Edgerton 

Anti-Racism Workshops 

with CARE 
The Chicago Presbytery’s Commission on Anti-
Racism and Equity (CARE) wants your support in 
intentionally and continuously assisting the Pres-
bytery to root out and dismantle the evils of rac-
ism and white supremacy in our structures. 
 

Our own Alicia Reese is one of the co-facilitators 
of CARE’s Introduction to Systemic Racism work-
shops. The workshops emphasize the biblical 
and theological foundations for anti-racism and 
equity and provide a common language and un-
derstanding of systemic racism and white su-
premacy.  
 

There are two upcoming opportunities: 
• March 19, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
• May 21, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
 

For more information and registration details, 
contact Alicia Reese 
(areese@firstunitedoakpark.com). 

• Vicky Lekovish and Jim Wisuri’s daughter’s 
engagement  

• The health and recovery of Ted Despotes 
• The life of Dolores Register 

• For vaccines and boosters 
• Sunny albeit cold days 

https://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/evotionals-2/
https://www.chicagopresbytery.org/care-commission-on-anti-racism-and-equity/
https://www.chicagopresbytery.org/care-commission-on-anti-racism-and-equity/

