SUNDAY ORDER OF WORSHIP
11:00 AM
August 23, 2026 - Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

| Please stand, as able, where indicated. |

GATHERING
PRELUDE
INTROIT Breathe on Me, Breath of God Robert Jackson
OPENING ANTHEM How Can I Keep From Singing arr. Jeffrey Honore

MINISTRY OF FRIENDSHIP - ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DAY:

« THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

o PLEASE SILENCE ALL CELL PHONES AND SMART WATCHES

« WELCOME TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE VISITING WITH US TODAY

[ Please stand as you are able |

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(silence for reflection and self-examination)
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Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C: And also with you!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray...(silence) O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the
rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may

gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

[ Please sit |
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WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 51:1-6

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers
comfort to Zion. God's deliverance will come soon and will never end.

Lector: A reading from Isaiah.

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from which
you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to
Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many.
For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness
like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song. Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a
teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near my
deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands
wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth
beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those

who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be
ended.

Lector: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 138

L: I'will give thanks to you, O Lorp, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.
C: I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your love and faithfulness;
L: for you have glorified your name
and your word above all things.
C: When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
L: All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lorbp,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
C: They will sing of the ways of the Lorp,
that great is the glory of the Lorp.
L: Though the Lorp be high, he cares for the lowly;
he perceives the haughty from afar.
C: Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
L: The Lorp will make good his purpose for me;
O Lorp, your love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.
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SECOND READING Romans 12:1-8
In response to God's merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives.
Our values and viewpoints are not molded by this age, but are transformed by the Spirit's renewing work.

God's grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build
up the body of Christ.

Lector: A reading from Romans.

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is
the will of God - what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to
everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one
body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that
differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering;
the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Lector: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

[ Please stand as you are able |
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-20

At a climactic point in Jesus' ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is "the
Messiah, the Son of the living God," and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the
very gates of Hades.

P: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?" And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijjah, and still
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say that  am?" Simon
Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." And Jesus answered him,
"Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven." Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

P: The Holy Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

[ Please sit]

SERMON Pastor Finley

[ Please stand as you are able |

HYMN OF THE DAY My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW 596
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PROFESSION OF FAITH: APOSTLES” CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

A:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their
needs.

: Lord of all Nations, all of creation belongs to you. The wilderness and the forests, the waters

and the heavens. You teach us to seek justice and deliverance, not only for ourselves but for
all people. Swiftly bring your peace to those who live in fear. End fighting, stop abuse, cease
prejudice, and bring us all into loving relationships with all who share this planet.

Lord in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

: Loving God, you invite us to worship you with true devotion. You care for the lowly and save

us from trouble. Make us bold to tell others of your enduring love for all that you have made.
Redeem your Church, bringing us into a right relationship with you, our creator

Lord in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

Gracious God, you have blessed us with many gifts: the ability to listen with compassion, to
teach with certainty, to admonish with love and to give with generosity. Help us to know
right from wrong so that everyone who meets us will know we are your own children.

Lord in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

: Loving God, you sent your son, Jesus, into this world to bring us unto you. By his example,

we learned to come to you with all our needs. Today we pray for the needs of these friends
and loved ones: these we name in our hearts and with our voices now... Bless them and bring
them within your loving embrace.

Lord in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P:

The peace of Christ be with you always.  C: And also with you.
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THE OFFERTORY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Blessed are you,

C: O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these
gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.
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MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

P: Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.

You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.

You rescued Israel, your chosen people.

Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,
who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of his body and drink of his blood
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Therefore, gracious Father, with Christ’s body and blood
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,
that we who receive the Lord's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
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P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

C: Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION & FRACTURE

P: This is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.

C: Lord, give us this bread always.
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION: INTINCTION AND COMMON CUP

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION

[ Please stand as you are able |

TABLE BLESSING

P: May this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

C: Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have fed
with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

SENDING OF SHEPHERDS/EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

P: O God, our help and shield: as Jesus sent out his followers as laborers in the field: bless those
who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our absent sisters and brothers. In your
love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this Holy Eucharist, that through
the body and blood of your Son, we may all know the mystery of Christ in us, the hope of glory.

C: Amen.
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BLESSING OF LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTS Pastor Finley

P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.

You made the whole earth for your glory; all creation praises you.
We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth

in thanksgiving for the many blessings you have given us.

Renew in us the commitment

to use our gifts in the service of others, and especially of those in need.
Let us be your hands to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless,

clothe the naked, comfort the weary and outcast,

welcome the stranger, care for creation,

and be loving neighbors to all people.

Bless these quilts.
May those who receive them be cared for and healed,
and may these gifts be a sign of your love to all people.

To you, O God, be glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in
your church and in the world, now and forever.

C: Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS

« Today is the last day to sign up for Jungle Adventure Fellowship. Please see the
insert in your bulletin for more information.

« The date for the Italina Dinner has changed . It is now November 14
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SENDING

SENDING HYMN We All Are One in Mission ELW 576

BLESSING

P: Almighty God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

DISMISSAL

A: Glorify God. Spread the Word. C: Love One Another.

POSTLUDE

With One Voice, Setting 5 © 1995 Augsburg Fortress; From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20823 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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