SUNDAY ORDER OF WORSHIP
11:00 AM
August 9, 2026 - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

| Please stand, as able, where indicated. |

GATHERING
PRELUDE Great Is the Lord arr. Stan Pethel
INTROIT Breathe on Me, Breath of God Robert Jackson
OPENING ANTHEM Rise Up, O Men of God arr. Kenneth Jennings

~Dr. Jack Broman, Chad Watkins, Rich Grimshaw, Dr. Mark Spraker

MINISTRY OF FRIENDSHIP - ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DAY:

« ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

« PLEASE SILENCE ALL CELL PHONES AND SMART WATCHES

« WELCOME TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE VISITING WITH US TODAY

[ Please stand as you are able |

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the "+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(silence for reflection and self-examination)
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Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C: And also with you!
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray...(silence) O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C:

Amen.

[ Please sit |
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HANDBELL ANTHEM Jesus, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love arr. Kevin McChesney
~ Soli Deo Gloria Handbell Choir

WORD

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God's presence--
earthquake, wind, and fire--Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not
the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as
kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.

Lector: A reading from First Kings.

At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the
LORD came to him, saying, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" He answered, "I have been very
zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my
life, to take it away." He said, "Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is
about to pass by." Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD
was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his
face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to
him that said, "What are you doing here, Elijjah?" He answered, "I have been very zealous for the
LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars,
and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away." Then the LORD said to him, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when
you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as
king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your
place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the
sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not
bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him."

Lector: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 85:8-13

L: I'will listen to what the Lorp God is saying, for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and
to those who turn their hearts to him.
C: Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
L: Mercy and truth have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
C: Truth shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
L: The Lorp will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
C: Righteousness shall go before him,
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

SECOND READING Romans 10:5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in
the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God's saving actions.

Lector: A reading from Romans.

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does
these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in
your heart, "Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or “Who will descend
into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is
near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if
you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses
with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is
generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in
one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim
him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are
the feet of those who bring good news!”

Lector: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

[ Please stand as you are able |
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew's gospel typically portrays Jesus' disciples as people of “little faith” who fail despite
their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble
and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

P: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side of the Sea of Galilee,
while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain
by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by
the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came
walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were
terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them
and said, "Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid." Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me
to come to you on the water." He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and
beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!" Jesus immediately reached out his hand and
caught him, saying to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?" When they got into the boat, the
wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."

P: The Holy Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

[ Please sit]

SERMON Pr. Finley

Page 7



[ Please stand as you are able |

HYMN OF THE DAY Eternal Father, Strong to Save

PROFESSION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their
needs.

A: Almighty God, you come to us when we least expect and help us find our purpose in you.
Give us the courage to seek your will and the strength to carry out the mission you give us to
do.

A: Lord in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

A: God of truth and righteousness, you speak peace but we don't always listen for your voice.
Turn our hearts to you so we may know your glory. We pray for those who fear for their
lives, here in America and around the world. Bring your peace to all nations and your solace
into all homes.

A: Lord in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

A: Glorious Lord God, you promise to be near us, to put your word in our hearts and on our lips.
Be generous to all who call on your name. We pray for all who try to live faithfully according
to the teaching you have made known to them, for our Christian brothers and sisters, our
Jewish and Muslim brothers and sisters and for all who seek to know the truth. Enlighten
them and make your salvation apparent to them.

A: Lord in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

A: Saving Lord, at times storms rage about us and we feel tossed by the winds of life. We know
how much we need your rescuing. We also pray for these friends and loved ones who need to
feel safe within your embrace, especially these who we name silently in our hearts and with
our voices now... (long pause) ... Catch them up in your saving grace.

A: Lord in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
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THE OFFERTORY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Blessed are you,

C: O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these
gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.
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MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

P: Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.

You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.

You rescued Israel, your chosen people.

Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,
who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of his body and drink of his blood
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Therefore, gracious Father, with Christ’s body and blood
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,
that we who receive the Lord's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
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P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

C: Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION & FRACTURE

P: This is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.

C: Lord, give us this bread always.

[ Please sit |
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION: INTINCTION AND COMMON CUP

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION

[ Please stand as you are able |

TABLE BLESSING

P: May this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

C: Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you have fed

with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

SENDING OF SHEPHERDS/EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

P: O God, our help and shield: as Jesus sent out his followers as laborers in the field: bless those
who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our absent sisters and brothers. In your
love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this Holy Eucharist, that through
the body and blood of your Son, we may all know the mystery of Christ in us, the hope of glory.

C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
« Please join us for Rally Day Lunch and activities after service.
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SENDING

SENDING HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past ELW 632

BLESSING

P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

DISMISSAL

A: Glorify God. Spread the Word. C: Love One Another.

POSTLUDE

With One Voice, Setting 5 © 1995 Augsburg Fortress; From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20823 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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